
return on networth, norms of capacity utilization, deprecia
tion, etc.

(c) Considering the constraints of the availability of 
fertilizer raw materials and feedstocks, the rate of 
investment in the fertilizer sector is not unsatisfactory, 
There has been a significant effort of capacity addition over 
the last few years and a number of investment initiatives 
is on the anvil.

(d) The issue of amelioration of the investment
climate for the fertilizer industry has been referred to the 
High Powered Fertilizer Pricing Policy Review Committee.

[EnglishJ

Border Area Development Project

621. SHRI AJOY MUKHOPADHYAY : Will the Minister 
of HOME AFFAIRS be pleased to state :

(a) whether the Government are considering to
allocate more funds for the border roads and border area 
development pojects for the district of Nadia and other 
districts of West Bengal; and

(b) if so, the details thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 
HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI MOHD. MAQBOOL DAR) : (a) and
(b) Lump-sum grants are given annually to the State 
Government by the Planning Commission. The schemes 
undertaken in the various border blocks are decided by 
a Screening Committee headed by the Chief Secretary of 
the concerned State.

[Translation)

Declaration of Himachal as Tribal Region

622. SHRI K.D. SULTANPURI : Will the Minister of 
WELFARE be pleased to state :

(a) whether there is any demand to declare Himachal 
Pradesh as the Tribal Region;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) the reaction of the Government thereto ?

THE MINISTER OF WELFARE (SHRI BALWANT 
SINGH RAMOOWALIA) : (a) No Sir, there is no demand 
to declare Himachal Pradesh as the Tribal Region.

(b) and (c) Does not arise.

IEnglish]

Funds to Orissa for Drought

623. SHRI BHAKTA CHARAN DAS : Will the Minister 
of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state :

(a) whether the Government have not yet provided 
the additional financial assistance to Orissa to mitigate the 
acute drought conditions there;

(b) whether the Central Government have also not 
taken any decision with regard to the State Government's 
demand of Rs. 371 crore to launch intensive work in the 
brought hit areas;

(c) if so, the reasons therefor; and

(d) the time by which the assistance is likely to be 
provided to the State Government ?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (EXCLUDING 
THE DEPARTMENT OF ANIMAL HUSBANDRY AND 
DAIRYING) (SHRI CHATURANAN MISHRA) : (a) and (b) 
The Central share of Calamity Relief Fund (CRF) 
amounting to Rs. 36.76 crores for 1996-97 has already 
been released to the Government of Orissa. The State 
Government have submitted a Memorandum seeking 
additional assistance of Rs. 577.70 crores from the National 
Fund for Calamity Relief (NFCR) for relief and rehabilitation 
measures in the wake of drought conditions, including Rs.
371.00 crores for Employment Generation Programmes. On 
the basis of the report of a Central Team which visited 
the State to assess the situation, the National Calamity 
Relief Committee (NCRC) considered the request of the 
State Government for additional assistance. The NCRC has 
sought certain clarifications from the State Government 
about the requirements of additional Employment Genera
tion in the drought affected areas. In the meantime, an 
amount of Rs. 13.00 crores has been released to the State 
Government from the NFCR, in addition to Rs. 106.34 
crores as the second instalment of funds under the 
Employment Gereration Programmes.

(c) and (d) Do not arise.

Rice Procurement in Andhara Pradesh

624. DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY : Will the Minister 
of FOOD be pleased to state :

(a) whether the Food Corporation of India has been 
able to procure its target of rice, raw rice and boiled rice 
from the Andhra Pradesh;

(b) if so, the total rice of the three different qualities 
procured by the Food Corporation of India so far;

(c) if so, whether it has been reported that despite 
the FCI agents, the farmers have been directly selling 
paddy to millers;

(d) if so, whether the FCI had opened a number of 
additional purchase centres in the East and West of 
Godavari but have not been able to reach out to the 
villages; and


