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(b) and (c). The information is being collected and 
will be laid on the Table of the House.

(d) S e v e ra l  S c h e m e s  in the  F ie lds  of h e a l th ,  
housing, educat ion and recreat ion are a lready being 
implemented by the Government for the welfare of beedi 
workers in the country.

STATEMENT

Statem ent show ing  estim ated num ber o f beedi
workers in the country.

State No. of beedi workers

Uttar Pradesh 4,50,000

Karnataka 3,55,000

Kerala 1,36,000

Andhra Pradesh 6,25,000

Tamilnadu 6,21,000

Rajasthan 1,00,000

Gujarat 50,000

Orissa 1,52,000

Madhya Pradesh 6,50,000

Bihar 3,92,000
M aharashtra 2,56,000

West bengal 4 ,50,000

Assam 8,000

Tripura 5,000

Total 42,50,000

Effect on Steel Industry due to Hike In Petroleum

2508. DR. T. S U B B A R A M I  R E D D Y  : W il l the  
Minister of STEEL be pleased to state :

(a) whether hike in petroleum prices has affected 
the s tee l  in d u s t r y  and  l ike ly  to a f fe c t  on s te e l  
producers;

(b) if so, whether any assessment has been made 
by the Ministry in this regard;

(c) whether the d iese l price rise would  result  in 
increase cost of raw materia l and thereby make the 
finished products costlier;

(d) whether in view of this steel prices would go up;

(e) whether 85-90 per cent of the entire transport in 
the steel industry is handled through roads which would 
cost more; and

(f) if so, to what extent steel products will be affected 
due to this rise?

THE M IN ISTE R OF STEEL AND M IN ISTER OF 
MINES (SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA) : (a) Yes, 
Sir. The hike in the prices of petro leum products will 
affect the steel products.

(b) It has been  a s s e s s e d  tha t  due  to h ike in 
petro leum prices, the d irect impact on public sector 
s tee l  p lan ts  d u r ing  1 996-97  wil l be a b o u t  Rs. 71
crores.

(c) Yes, Sir.

(d) At present the Government does not exercise 
any control over pricing of steel. The steel prices may 
however, go up to increase in prices of petro leum prices.

(e) and (f). Pricing of steel products will be affected 
to some extent. The impact on cost of production in 
V isakhapatnam Steel Plant for instance in likely to be 
about Rs.35/- per tonne of fin ished steel and Rs.5/- per 
tonne of pig iron.

[T rans la tion ]

M isbehaviour with Lady Passengers

2509. KUAMRI UMA BHARATI :

SHRI RAM NAIK ;

Will the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to 
state :

(a) whether the incidence of misbehaviour with lady 
passengers on board on Air India f light by the crew 
members have come to light recently;

(b) if so, the detai ls thereof;

(c) whether any inquiry has been conducted in this 
regard;

(d) if so, the out come thereof;

(e) the action taken against the guilty employees;
and

(f) the steps taken by the Government to prevent 
recurrence of such incidents?

THE MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION AND MINISTER 
OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI C.M. 
IBRAHIM) : (a) to (f). No, Sir. However, an employee 
travelling on leave, allegedly  m isbehaved with a lady 
passenger on board. The employees has been placed 
under suspension and a discip linary enquiry has been 
initiated against him.

Non Electronic Media

2510. SHRI N.K. P R E M C H A N D R A N  : Wil l the 
Minister of INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING be 
pleased to state :

(a) the measures taken or proposed to be taken by 
his Ministry to strengthen the non-electronic media;

(b) whether  the G overnm ent propose  to expand 
and s t re n g th e n  the  f ie ld  p u b l ic i t y  o rg a n is a t io n  in 
the context of the coming into force of the Panchayati 
Raj and d e c e n t r a l i s a t io n  o f  p la n n in g  and  
implementat ion;
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(c) w hether the present set up for research and 
re fe re n ce  is c e n tra lis e d  or any p ro p o sa l to have 
reg iona l Research and R eference D ivis ion in Delhi; 
and

(d) the comparative statement of enhancem ent of 
outlay for the electronic media and other media units, 
if any?

THE MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION AND MINISTER 
OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI C M 
IBRAHIM) : (a) Strengthening of the non-electromc media 
is an ongoing process. This is achieved by means of 
monitoring, feedback, review and m odernisation of the 
field units of the Ministry.

(b) The units of the D irectorate of Field Publicity 
in teract with local panchaya ts  and work w ith them . 
M easures have been taken to m odernise the au d io 
visual equipm ent and increase the reach of the field 
func tiona ries . New units have also been opened in 
remote areas during the 8th Five Year Plan period.

(c) Research, Reference and Training D ivision is a 
centralised set-up located in Delhi. There is no proposal 
to have reg iona l R esearch, Reference and Tra in ing 
Division in Delhi.

(d) Statement is enclosed.

STATEMENT 

Ministry of information and Broadcasting

Outlay for the Electronic Media and Non Electronic
Media Units for the year 1995-96 and 1996-97

(Figures in Lakhs)

S.No. Sector Approved Proposed Percentage
Outlay Outlay increase

(1995-96) (1996-97) over
1995-96

1. Electronic Sector 44878.00 48038.00 7.0
(All India Radio/
Poordarshan

2. Non-Electronic 4672.00 5262.00 12.6
Sector (other
Media Units)
(figures include 
internal resources)

Functioning of Telephone Exchanges in 
Coochbehar

2511. SHRI AM AR  ROY P R A D H A N  : W ill the 
M inister of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to state

(a) w he ther the G overnm ent have rece ived any 
complaints in respect of im proper functioning of Dinhate 
te le p h o n e  e xch a ng e  in d is tr ic t C o o ch b e h a r (W est 
Bengal) during the last three years and till date; and

(b) if so, the details thereo f and the steps taken to 
im prove the s itua tion9

THE MINISTER OF CO M M UNICATIO NS (SHRI BENI 
PRASAD VARMA) ; (a) and (b). Yes, Sir. A com pla int 
f r om S hri A m ar Roy P ra d h a n , M.P. d a ted  12 .9 .95  
w as re c e iv e d  by th e  G o v t, re g a rd in g  im p ro p e r  
fu n c t io n in g  of D in h a ta  te le p h o n e  e x c h a n g e  in 
C oochbehar d istrict.

In the month of J u n e ’95 the transm iss ion  equipm ent 
was dam aged due to heavy ligh ting , in te rrup ting  the 
sevices. Norm alcy was restored on 23.6.95 necessary 
spare equ ipm ents have been procured to avoid such 
pro longed in te rrup tions.

[T rans la tion ]

Packing of W heat and Rice

2512. JU STIC E GUM AN MAL LO DHA : W ill the 
M inister of FOOD be pleased to state :

(a) w h e th e r the  Food C o rp o ra tio n  of Ind ia  has 
changed the packing of wheat and rice;

(b) if so, the deta ils thereof;

(c) the quantity of foodgra ins likely to be supplied 
in changed packing during 1996-97;

(d) w hether expend iture  on new packing is more in 
com parison to the old packing; and

(e) if so, the details of extra expenditure likely to be 
incurred by the FCI during 1996-979

THE MINISTER OF FOOD AND M INISTER OF CIVIL 
S U P P L IE S , C O N S U M E R  A F F A IR S  A N D  P U B L IC  
D ISTRIBUTIO N (SHRI DEVENDR A PRASAD YADAV) ;
(a) and (b). It has been decided to sw itch over to 50 Kg. 
packaging of foodgra ins (wheat and rice) in a phased 
m anner spread over a period of five years starting from 
Kharif 1994-95 seasons.

(c) Excluding the quantities procured by State Govt, 
agencies, 6.59 lakh MTs of wheat has been packed in 
50 Kg. p a c k a g in g  in ra b i 1 9 9 6 -9 7  o u t o f to ta l 
p ro cu re m e n t of 21 .5  lakh M Ts by the  C o rpo ra tio n . 
P ro c u re m e n t of p a d d y /r ic e  in 1996-97. is ye t to 
com m ence.

(d) and (e). E xc lud ing  the add itio na l cost to be 
incurred in stitch ing, handling and transporta tion, cost 
of jute gunnies per qu in ta l is likely to go up by about 
24% when foodgra ins are packed in 50 Kg. Bags as 
against 95 Kg. bags at present.

[E n g lish ]

Expansion of Telecom  System  in M aharashtra

2513. SHRI SANDIPAN THORAT ; Will the M inister 
of COM M UNICATIONS be pleased to state :

(a) the funds a llo ca te d /u tilise d  fo r deve lopm en t,


