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(c) Reservation in promotions is 15% and 7-1/2%
upto the lowest rung of Group ‘A’ services.

(d)  Special Recruitment Drive is going on to clear
the backlog of reserved posts of Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes.

Construction of Fly Over

5239. LT. GEN. SHRI PRAKASH MAN! TRIPATHI:
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that there is a long pending
demand of the people of Deoria to construct a fly over
on Railway crossing at Deoria Road; and

((b) i so, the details thereof and the steps taken
by the Government for construction of said fly over?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
RAILWAYS (SHRI SATPAL MAHARAJ): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Demand is to provide road over bridge in
replacement of level crossing No. 129-A at Km. 455/3-4
between Deoria-Sadar and Nunkhar on Gorakhpur-Bhatni
section. However, no proposal has been received from the
State Gowt. for construction of the fly over.

Backlog for Telephone Connections
5240. SHRI KACHARU BHAU RAUT:
SHRI RAJABHAU THAKRE:

Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be
pleased to state:

(a) the position of waiting list for telephone con-
nection as on 31.3.97 in major Towns, Distt. H. Qrs. and
rural areas in Maharashtra;

(b) the details of new telephone connections given
during each of the last three years at the major citiestowns/
Distt. H. Qrs. and rural areas In Maharashtra and invest-
ment made; ‘

(c) the detalls of achievements on Telecom projects
in Maharashtra during 1996-97 and provision of funds likely
to be avallable to the State during 1997-98;

(d) the most outstanding achievement in telecom-
munication in Maharashtra during 1996-97; and

(e) the details of new proposal for Maharashtra
recently clear/under consideration of the Government?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI BENI
PRASAD VARMA): (a) to (e) The information is being
collected and will be placed on the Table of the House.

Special Drive for Recruitment in RPF

5241. SHRI MANGAT RAM SHARMA: Wil the Min-
ister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government have a plan to start
Special Drive for recruitment in Railway Protection Force
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(RPF) for the youth of Jammu & Kashmir; and

(b) if so, the details thereof and time by which the
drive is likely to be started?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
RAILWAYS (SHRI SATPAL MAHARAJ): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Special Drive for recruitment of 300 constables
in RPSF from J & K State has been decided by Gowt.
of India. Accordingly, recruitment at Jammu has been
conducted in Jan' 1997. Recruftment in Srinagar and Leh
could not be conducted due to bad climate. The date of
recruitment at Sringar and Leh will be decided immediately
on the report of visiting team of Srinagar and Leh.

[Translation]

Running of Long Distance Train on Shahganj and
Mau Junction

5242. DR. BALIRAM: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that inspite of inauguration
of broadgauge line between Shahganj and Mau Junction
no new long distance train has been plied on this line so
far;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor;

(c) the time by which new trains are likely to be
introduced via Shahganj and Mau junction; and

(d) the details of the trains proposed to be intro-
duced on this section?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
RAILWAYS (SHRI SATPAL MAHARAJ): (a) to (d) To start
with, 2 pairs of passenger trains were Introduced from
28.3.1997 on Mau-Shahganj section after its conversion
into broad gauge. Further, it has also been decided to divert
4649/4650 Delhi-Muzaffarpur/Darbhanga Saryu Yamuna
Express and 9165 A/9166 A Ahmedabad-Muzaffarpur
Express via Mau-Shahganj during 1997-98.

[English]
Functioning of Rural Telephones

5243. SHRI HANNAN MOLLAH: WIll the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government are aware that no
Telephones are functioning in rural Panchayat offices, for
long time, including those in district of Howrah;

(b) the reasons of non-functioning of telephones;

(c) the steps the Government have taken to
improve the telephones; and

(d) the time by when those telephones in Panchayat
offices in the district of Howrah and eise where are likely
to be functioning?
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THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI BENI
PRASAD VARMA): (a) Sir, all the Telephones In the rural
areas are not out of order for a long time. Only 11,952
Village Public Telephones (VPTs) out of 2,67,220 are lying
faulty as on 30th April, 1997. In Howrah district 84 VPTs
out of 319 total installed are out of order.

(b) The reasons for non-functioning of VPTs are
as follows:

(i) Remote and inaccessible location;
(ii) Theft of overhead Lines and Wire;
(iii) Unstable power supply;

(iv) Damage due to linghtening;

(v) Damage by extremists particularly in Andhra
Pradesh and Jammu & Kashmir.

(c) The following steps are being taken to improve
the functioning of Village Public Telephones:-

(i) All the VPTs are tested daily from the con-
cerned exchange. VPT faults are reported to the Sub
Divisional Engineer incharge of the exchange daily. Faults
pending for more than 2 days, 7 days or longer are looked
into by the field officers at various higher levels.

(i) The performance of VPTs is monitored at the
Headquarters regularly;

(iii) Annual Maintenance Contract for the repair of
faulty Modules of Multi Access Rural Radio equipment is
being entered into by the field units;

(iv)  The telecom circles are setting up Circle Repair,

Centres for in-house repair of MARR Systems;

(v) Action is being taken to equip all VPTs with
Solar panel power back up;

(vi)  Action to replace unserviceable MARR equip-
ment is being taken;

(d) The process of VPTs becoming faulty and their
rectifies a continuous one. The faults on VPTs do take
place occassionally and are detected by field units of DOT,
who are monitoring their performance, continuously. Repair
action of faulty VPTs is also being taken on a continuous
basis.

[Translation]
Agreement with Foreign Countries
5244. SHRI SHATRUGHAN PRASAD SINGH:
SHRI R. SAMBASIVA RAO:

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether any discussion was held with foreign
countries regarding cooperation in the raliway sector;
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(b) f so, the details and the outcome thereof,
country-wise; and

(c) the names of the foreign companies which have
signed agreements with the Government for cooperation
in the Railway Sector alongwith its affect on production,
project-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
RAILWAYS (SHRI SATPAL MAHARAJ): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) A statement is attached.

(c) Nil. However, IRCON and RITES two PSUs
under Ministry of Railways have signed some agreements
with foreign companies.

Statement

Discussions were held with foreign countries regarding

cooperation in the Railway sector at various levels, the

countries where specific proposal have been agreed to
is listed below:

Country Details of outcome

1 2

IRAN (i) Exchange of Technical experts in the field

of training.

(i) Contract for signalling project for Shahrud-
Mashad section.

(lii) Upgradation of Maintenance Facilities for
Locomotive Workshop.

(iv) Container movement and Multi modal
Transpont.

The Iraqi side mentioned spare parts and
other critical materials for rehabilitating
track, rolling stock, signalling and tele-
communication equipment as their imme-
diate requirements for the present.

JAPAN (i) Upgradation of coach building facilities at
ICF to achieve international quality stan-

dards.

(i) Study and determination of track structure
for high speeds of 160 kmph. and above.

(li) Development of high speed OHE includ-
ing the provision of ‘it & forget type
fittings', sultable for running of trains upto
200 km/h.

(iv) Metro Railway
(v) Safety

After this 8th meeting of Indo-Japan
Raliway working Group held on 21.1.97.
The minutes are under finalisation with Sr.
Dy. Director General of Japanese Ralil-
ways.




