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Cold Storage Facility

2096. SHRI CHANDRA BHUSHAN SINGH : Will the 
Minister of FOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRIES be pleased 
to state:

(a) whether 30% of production of fresh fruits, etc. is 
wasted in transit and storage due to lack of cold storage 
facilities all over the country;

(b) if so, whether the Government have any proposal 
to give grant in-aid or subsidy to create cold storage f acilit ies; 
and

(c) if so, the details thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF 
FOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRIES (SHRI DILIP KUMAR 
RAY): (a) No survey has been conducted by the Ministry of 
Food Processing Industries to assess the loss of fresh fruits, 
etc. However it is estimated that 25 to 30 per cent of 
production of fresh fruits, etc. is wasted due to lack of cold 
storage facilities and perishability of the produce.

(b) and (c) With a view to reduce the post-harvest 
handling losses for fruits & vegetables and also processed 
fruit & vegetable products, the Ministry of Food Processing 
Industries had implemented a plan Scheme during the Vlllth 
Five Year Plan. It is also proposed to continue the Scheme 
during the IXth plan period including the year 1997-98, to 
provide assistance tothe Joint/assisted sector undertakings, 
cooperatives, non-Governmental organizations, voluntary 
organizations andprivate sector undertakings, etc. for setting 
up of cold storages in the country.

Under the proposed Scheme, it is intended to provide 
assistance to such implementing agency as Joint/assisted 
sector undertakings, cooperatives, non-Governmental 
organizations, voluntary organizations, upto 50 per cent of 
the cost of land, building, plant & machinery and other 
insulation equipments subject to a maximum of Rs. 1 crore.

In case of such cold storages being set up in North- 
Eastern states including Sikkim and ITDP areas, the quantum

of assistance would be enhanced to 75 per cent of the cost 
of land, building, Plant & Machinery and other insulation 
equipments, etc. subject to a maximum of Rs. 1.25 crore.

In case of such cold storages being set up by private 
sector undertakings, assistance available is proposed to be 
25 per cent of the cost of land, building, plant & machinery 
and insulation equipments, etc. Subject to a maximum of Rs. 
25 lakhs. The assistance available in these cases for setting 
up of cold storages would be in the form of grant-in-aid.

Production of Cotton

2097. DR. M. JAGANNATH : Will the Minister of 
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) the total production of cotton during each of the last 
three years, State-wise;

(b) the total areas under cultivation of cotton in each 
State during the said period and at present;

(c) the expected cotton production for the current 
season and the target fixed during 1997-98;

(d) whether farmers in some States are shifting from 
cotton to other commercial crops;

(e) if so, the reasons therefor, State-wise; and

(f) the steps proposed to be taken by the Government 
to reverse the trend in view of achieving the desired target ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN'THE MINISTRY OF 
AGRICULTURE (DR. S. VENUGOPALACHARI): (a) to (c) 
The estimates of area and production of cotton during each 
of the last three years i.e., 1994-95,1995-96 and 1996-97, 
State-wise, is in the attached Statement.

The target of production of cotton for 1997-98 is set at 
148 lakh bales of 170 kgs. each. It is, however, too early to 
assess the area as well as production of cotton for the current 
year, i.e., 1997-98 as the sowings of cotton is still in progress 
in some of the States.


