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(e )  The steps taken to boost the exports of 
handloom goods, inter-alia, include modernisation 
of l ooms ,  va lue  add i t ion  th rough des igns  
deve lopment ,  p roduc t  adap ta t ion ,  qua l i t y  and  
packaging up-gradation and assistance to exporters 
for participation in buyers-sellers meet and fairs and 
exhibit~ons abroad. 

[Trans la tion] 

Product ion cos t  of  Crude Oi l  

82. JUSTICE GUMAN MAL LODHA 
SHRI NAWAL KISHORE RAI 

W ~ l l  the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state . 

(a)  whether the Government have made any 
assessment at nat~onal  ievel in regard to the average 
cost of productlon of crude oil 

(b) 11 so. the details thereof; 

( c )  whether  the  na t lona l  averavge  cos t  of 
product lon of crude 01: IS less than that of the 
average of International cost of product~on of crude 
011; 

(d) i f  not, the facts thereof, 

(e )  whether the Government have taken any 
dec~slon on the posslblllties of reducmg the average 
cost of productlon of indigenous crude oil: and 

(1) if so,  the details thereof7 

THE MINISTER OF STATE !N THE MINISTRY OF 
PETRCLEUM AND NAT l jRAL  GAS (SHRI  T R 
BAALUl f a )  to !dj  The currer,t dorrestlc prlce of 
crude 08: includ,ng roya!!y and cess IS  prov~sionally 
fixed at Rs. 3296iMT T h e  %elghted average F 3 B  
rate of Imported crude 0 1  olrrl?g 1995.56 was ~ D O U !  

RS 41611Mi 

f e )  and i f j  ONGS has constituted a Hlgh ievel 
mul t~dlsc~pl~nary Cornm~ttee to examlne appllcabillty 
of SRlhE Concept !Cost Reduct~on inrt~ative f3r the 
New 'Era) In thel! operations CRlNE Concept has 
been sliccessfully used in the North Sea for cost 
reduction 

Modern i ra t ion  of  C-DOT 

83 SHRI RAMASHRAY PRASAD SlNGH .W i l l  
the Mlnlster of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to 
state 

/ a ,  whether  the  Government  p ropose  to 
moaernlse C-DOT, 

( b )  t f  so, the details thereol; and 

( c )  I( not,  the reasons therefor? 

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI 
BEN1 PRASAD VARMA) : (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) C-Dot is taking up projects for development 
of most modern state-of-the-art telecom products like: 

(1) Asynchronous  Transfer  Mode  (ATM) 
Switching; 

(2) Synchronous  D ig i ta l  H ie ra rchy  (SDH)  
transmission Systems; 

(3) Optical Fibre Cable and Radio Access 
systems; 

(4) Very Smal l  Aper ture Terminals (VSAT) 
systems 

( 5 )  Enhancement  of C -DOT  Swi tches  for  
in t roduc t ion  of  In tegra ted  Subscriber 
D i g ~ t a l  Network ( ISDN) and  Inte l l igent  
Networks (IN) 

(c) Not applicable in view of (a) abovs. 

Single National Gr id 

84 .  SHRl S D.N.R. WADIYAR : WIII the PRIME 
MINISTER be pleased to state : 

(a) whethe>the Government propose to have a 
natlonal ievel planning and have a single national 
g r ~ d  for the country; and 

(b) l f  so, the steps propos'ed to be  taken in the 
above matter? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 
POWER AND MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY 
CF NON-CONVENTIONAL ENERGY SOURCES (DR 
S VENUGOPALACHARI) : (a)  and (b )  Action tor 
formation cf a National Power G r ~ d  has been initiated 
l nvo l v~ng  ~n le r - connec t i on  of r e g ~ o n a l  gr ids,  the 
deta~ls  of whlch are as follows 

i .  A 500 MW HVDC Back.10-Back link at 
V lndhyacha l  connecting Nor thern  and  
Western Reg~ons ,  already exists 

il A 1000 MW HVDC Back-lo-Back link at 
Chandrapur  connec t i ng  Southern  and 
Western Regions, is under execution and 
expected to be  commiss~oned in 1097.98 

iii A 500 MW HVDC Back- to-Back link at 
V~shakhapatnam connect ing Eastern 8 
Southern  Reg ions ,  has  a l so  b e e n  
approved for commissioning during 1998- 
99.  

IV. A 500 MW HVDC Back-to-Back Sasaram- 
Biharsharltf Project has also been planned 
to connect Eastern and Northern Regions, 
for commissioning during 9th Plan. 

v. Other lmks would be  taken up a6 and when 
additional generation capaclty is created 
a n d  the need and  feasib i l i ty  of in te r -  
regional transfer of power is established 


