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PREFACE 

This is the first Volume of the Lok Sabha Debates for the Eighth Lok 
Sabha. U pto the end of Seventh Lok Sabha, two versions of Lok Sabha 
Debates were brought out, viz., (i) Original Version containing the proceedings 
of the House in the languages in which they took place except that in the case 
of speecbes made in regional language~, their English/Hindi translation was 
included and the Urdu speeches were put in Devnagri script and their Persian 
script was also given within brackets, and (ii) Hindi Version containing the 
Hindi proceedings, Urdu proceedings in Devnagri script and Hindi translation 
of English proceedings and also of speeches made in regional languages. 

2. With effect from the First Session of Eighth Lok Sabha, in pursuance 
of a decision of the General Purposes Committ ee of Lok Sabha, two versions 
of Lok Sabha Debates are being brought out, viz., (i) English Version contain­
ing Lok Sabba proceedings in English and English translation of the proceedings 
which take place in Hindi or any regional language, and (ii) Hindi Version in 
its present form except that Urdu speecbes are being put in Devnagri script and 
their Persian script is also being given within brackets. 

3. In addition, Original Version of the Lok Sabha proceedings is being 
prepared and kept in Parliament Library suitably bound for purposes of record 
and reference only. 

4. In both the Engiish and the Hindi Versions, an appropriate indication 
is being given to specify where a particular part of the proceedings is original in 
English/Hindi or a translation. 

5. It is hoped the two independent Hindi and English Versions will be 
found useful by Members and others interested. 

NEW DELHI; 

January, 1985 

(i) 

SUBHASH C. KASHYAP. 
Secretary-GenerrA. 
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LOK SABHA DEBATES 

1 

LOKSABHA 

Thursday, January 17, 1985/Pausa 27, 1906 
(Saka) 

The Lok Sabha met at thirty minutes 
past Twtlve 0/ the Clock 

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair] 

MR. SPEAKER : Secretary-General. 

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS 

[English] 

SECRETARY·GENERAL : I Jay on the 
Table a copy of the President's Address to 
both Houses of Parliament assembled to· 
gether on the 17th January, 1985. 

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS 

*Honourable Members, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome 
you to this first session of the Eighth Parlia­
ment. I felicitate the members of the new 
Lok Sabha and trust that they will make a 
significant contribution to the nation's 
progress. 

2. For India, t 984 was a year of trial 
and tribulation. But in the midst of 
sorrow and anguish, there was also hope 
and strong affirmation of the principles the 
nation has chosen and cherished. 

3. In the earlier part of 1984, subversive 
and anti-national elements stepped up their 
activities in Punjab. The process of dia­
logue was frustrated. A serious threat to 

*Tbe President delivered his Address in Hindi. 
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the unity and integrity of the country was 
posed by extremists and terrorists. The 
Army had to be called in aid of the civil 
authorities. The series of events which 
compelled the Government to use the Army 
to deal with the threat to India's unity and 
integrity have been chronicled in the White 
Paper issued on July 10, 1984. 

4. On October 31, 1984, our beloved 
leader and Prime Minister. Indira Gandhi, 
was assassinated in an act of perfidy. 

5. A Commission of Inquiry headed by 
Justice M.P. Thakkar has been appointed 
to enquire into the facts and circumstances 
leading to the assassination. 

6. I ndira Gandhi has joined tbe ranks 
of the immortals of world history. The 
saga of her life will inspire generations to 
come. Every moment of her life was 
devoted to the consolidation of the unity of 
India and to the strengthening of tbe 
Indian peopJe in aU spheres. No memo­
rials can fu1ly capture the magnificence 
and radiance of her personality. The best 
homage that we can pay to her memory is 
to follow the path sht' illumined tiJI her Jast 
breath. 

7. Disturbances and violence in Delhi 
and in some other parts of the country, 
following lndira Gandhi's assassinatioD, 
resulted in loss of life and property. Stern 
and effectIve action was taken - to control 
the situation within the shortest possible 
time. My Government extend their deepest 
sympathy to the families which suffered 
during the violence. Rehabilitation of the 
affected persons is a prjority task to which 
both the Central and State Governments 
are attending with a sense of urgency. 

8. Government express their deepest 
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sympathy with those families which were 
victims of the gas tragedy in Bhopal. 
Rehabilitation of families which have lost 
their bread-winners is being attended to. 
Action is also being taken to secure com­
pensation for the affected families. Govern­
ment are undertaking a thorough examina­
tion of the location policy and safety 
measures of industrial establishments with 
a view to preventing the recurrence of such 
disasters. 

9. The maturjty and strength of India's 
democratic system were demonstrated by 
the smooth and orderly election of Shri 
Rajiv Gandhi as the new leader of the 
Congress (I) Parliamentary Party. Elections 
to the Lok Sabha were promptly caBed. 
The fair and peaceful manner in which they 
were held is a tribute to the democratic 
genius of vur people. 

10. The elections of 1984 mark the 
resurgence of Indian nationalism, trans­
cending all barriers of community, caste and 
region. The unprecedented mandate 
received by the ruling party under the 
leadership of Shri Rajiv Gandhi shows the 
overwhelming concern of our people for the 
unity and integrity of the nation and their 
desire for a strong and stable Government 
at the Centre. 

11. The unambiguous verdict of the 
people is also for continuity of the basic 
policies which have given strength to our 
country with dynamic responses to changing 
situations. 

12. The economy has made significant 
progress during the last five years. The 
average growth rate in the Sixth Plan 
period is likely to hit the target level of 
5.2%. Foodgrains production rose from 
109.7 miJIion tonnes in 1979-80 to 151.5 
million tonnes in 1983-84, exceeding the 
year's target by as much as 9.5 million 
tonnes. Agricultural production in the 
current year is expected to maintain its 
buoyaney. The enterprise and hard work 
of our farmers and agricultural workers 
have written a new chapter of high achieve­
ment of which all of us can be proud. The 
most noteworthy feature of the acceleration 
in agrilaltural growth is the spread of the 

Green R evolution to the Eastern and the 
Central regions of the country. 

13. Industrial production during the 
Sixth Five Year Plan has also recorded an 
increase of nearly 24% up to 1983·84. In 
the first six months of the year a growth 
rate of over 7~~ has been recorded. This 
will give a strong thrust to the economy. 
Th'" working class, in accordance with its 
traditions, has made a notable contribution 
to the increase in production. 

14. There has been a remarkable im­
provement in the performance of infrastruc­
tural industries during the Sixth Plan 
period. By the end of 1983-84 coal pro­
duction had increased by 32.9% and electri­
city generation by 32.6%. Production of 
crude petroleum had registered a growth of 
121 %. Production of fertilizers and cement 
have also registered increase of 52.3% and 
53.6% respectively. During the current 
year these sectors have registered further 
growth. 

15. The price situation has shown consi­
d«able improvement. During the current 
year tiJI the (nd of December 19&4, the 
wholesale prices rose by only 4.8% as 
against 7.7 % in the corresponding period of 
1983. The annual rate of inflation as at the 
end of December 1984 was 5.4% as against 
10.7% at the end of December, ]983. 

16. The success in containing inflationary 
pressures was due to the efficient manage­
ment of the demand and supply position. 
Efforts were made to check the pace of 
monetary expansion and also to restrain 
government expenditure. On the supply 
side a number of initiatives were taken to 
increase availabiJity of essential cOlllmo­
"ities. Larger production in response to 
Government policies of providing remune. 
rative prices and of supply of key inputs, 
adequate imports of essential commodities 
wherever needed and the building up of 
large buffer stocks of foodgrains have help­
ed in this process. The public distribution 
system has played a key role in maintaining 
price stability. 

17. The external payments positios has 
continued to improve. It may be recalled 
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that the Government had voluntarily given 
up the balance part of the SDR 5 billion 
available under the IMF arrangement after 
drawing only SDR 3.9 billion. The re:-:crves 
position hns s;nce been further strengthened. 
Foreign exchange re3erves incre~sed from 
Rs. 4265 crores at the end of 1982-X3 to 
Rs. 5498 crores at the end of 1983-04. They 
increased further to Rs. 6"150 crores at the 
end of December, 1984. However, this is an 
area in which there can be no room for 
complacency. 

18. Through the 20-Point Programme, 
vigorous efforts continued to be made for 
the alleviation of poverty. In the first four 
years of the Sixth F:ve Year Plan the Integ­
rated Ruri;l! Deve!opment Programme 
covered 4.7 million families: belonging to the 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes and 
7.9 million fa:nilies of economically weaker 
sections comprising various other commu­
nities. Thic;. together with an additional 
19.45 lakh families covered during the 
current year up to November, 1984 bring the 
total number of f~~milies covered under the 
Programme to 14.5 million. The National 
Rural Employment Programme (NREP) 
and t~1e Rural Landiess Employment 
Guarantee Programme (RLEGP) have subs­
tantially expanded employment oppor­
tunities for the fura 1 poor. In implementIng 
these programmes special emphasis has been 
given to benefiting" omen and minorities. 

19. Under the rural drinking water 
supply programme, out of 2.31 lakh prob .. 
lem villages 1.52 lakhs had been covered 
till March 31, 1984. During 1984-85, 
nearly 42,000 more villages will have been 
covered. 

20. Additional irrigation potential of 
11.5 million hectares is expected to be 
created during the SIxth Plan. The total 
irrigation potential of the country by the 
end of the Sixth Plan is expected to be of 
the order of 68 million hectares against the 
ultimate potential of 113 miUioD hectares. 
The multi-purpose develo~tment of Narmada 
Valley has been taken up. 

21. The all-round progress of the eco· 
nomy in the Sixth Plan testifies to the 
soundness of the strategy of planned deve­
lopment and is a tribute to the dynamic 

on the Table 

leadership provided by Shrimati Indira 
Gandhi. Government are now formulating 
the Seventh Five Year Plan in the light of 
the Approach Paper. The priorities in the 
Sev~nth Plan w:re summed up by Shrimati 
Indira Gandhi as 'Pood, Work and Pro­
ductivity~. The country has now to make 
disciplined and vigorous efforts to reach a 
higher stage of development in which the 
imperatives of technological advances and 
social justice reinforce each other. 

22. The new Government have inherited 
a coherent and principled foreign policy 
from Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira Gandhi. 
The continuity and wide acceptance of our 
foreign policy rests on our firm adherence 
to tre principles and purposes of the United 
Nations Charter. commitment to non· 
alignment and stout opposition to colonia­
lism, oJd and new, and racial discrimination. 

23. As Chairman of the Non-aligned 
Movement, India has worked together with 
other nations to build a just world order 
and helped to reduce tensions and resolve 
conflicts between member States. The single 
most important chalJenge today is the threat 
of nuclear war. Last year, Leaders of 
Argentina, Greece, Mexico, Sweden, Tan­
zania and India collectively calJed upon the 
nuclear-weapon States to declare a nuclear 
freeze and to substantially reduce nuclear 
stockpiles. In a few days from now, the 
leaders of these six countries will meet in 
New Delhi to consider what further action 
tbey can take to contain the nuclear peril. 

24. We welcome the resumptjon of talks 
in Geneva between the USA and the USSR 
and hope tbat they would lead to meaning­
ful disarmament measures. 

25. Government attach high priority to 
developing close relations with aU our 
neighbours. We are keen to see progress 
in the South Asia Regional Cooperation 
framework. 

26. The militarisation of the Indian 
Ocean is continuing. This brings tensions 
and the possibility of conflict close to our 
shores. Government are committed to tbe 
objective of demilitarisation of the Indian 
Ocean so tbat the tensions are removed 
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from this region and the littoral States, 
which are mostly developing countries, can 
devote their resources. attention and energy 
to tbe all-important tasks of development. 

27. The induction of sophisticated anna­
ments in our neighbourhood is a matter of 
8I'ave concern. We hope Pakistan will 
respond positively and constructively to the 
several initiatives taken by Government. 

28. The ethnic violence in Sri Lanka is 
a matter of deep concern to us. We are 
convinced that use of force cannot lead t. a 
solution. A political process, in which an 
the concerned parties are involved. can 
alone result in a just settlement. Condition~ 

must be created in Sri Lanka to enable the 
return of the large number of refuf;!ees who 
have been forced to take shelter in India. 

29. Our relations with China have shown 
improvement. We shaH persevere in seeking 
a solution to the boundary question. 

30. Our friendly relations and coopera­
tion with the Soviet Union and other 
socialist countries continue to develop. 

31. We welcome the increasing coopera .. 
tion in economic, scientific, cultural and 
educational fields with the United States of 
America. 

32. We have noted with satisfaction the 
uninterrupted development of our bilateral 
relations with countries of West Asia, 
South-East Asia, and the Pacific region, 
East Asia, Africa, Western Europe, Central 
and South America and the Caribbeans. 

33. We are distressed at the unprece­
dented drought and famine in parts of 
Africa. We have contributed 1,00,000 
tonDes or wheat for famine relief and have 
offered medical help. The world commu­
nity must come to the aid of the African 
nations in distress. 

34. During the past year, I paid State 
visits to Argentina, Mexico, Mauritius, the 
People's Democratic Republic of Yemen 
and the Yemen Arab Republic. The late 
Prime Minister visited the USSR, Libya 
a"c1 Tunisia. We also had the privilege to 
bost visits by the King of Bhutan, the Amir 

of Qatar, the Presidents of Sri Lanka and 
Yugoslavia, the Federal Chancellor of 
Austria, the Prime Ministers of Czechos­
lovakia, Japan, New Zealand and Vanuatu, 
the Secretary General of the Communist 
Party of Vietnam and the Chairman of the 
Burma Socialist Programme Party. All 
these exchanges have helped in further 
promoting friendly ties and cooperation 
between India and these countries. Leaders 
of 102 countries were in New Delhi in eady 
November to attend the funeral of Shrimati 
Indira Gandhi, bringing to us tbe sympathy 
of their peoples in our hour of sorrow. 

35. I now turn to future tasks. Tbe 
Prime Minister bas already expressed 
Governme.t's determination to find solu .. 
tions to the problem! in Punjab and 
Assam. 

36. Government are committed to a 
clean public )ife. They intend to initiate 
wide-ranging discussions on eJectoral re­
forms with political parties and would wel­
come their cooperation. 

37. In consonance with the objective of 
a healthy poJiticaJ system, Government 
intend to bring forward in this session of 
Parliament an anti- defection Bill. 

38. Government wiJ1 pursue vigorously 
the reforms of the administrative system in 
order to make it more efficient and res­
ponsive to the people's needs and aspira­
tions. 

3Y. Textile industry is in a poor state of 
health and this problem needs immediate 
attention. Government will formulate and 
announce a new policy for the industry. 

40. Comprehensive reforms wil1 be 
introduced in the educational sys$em and a 
new National Education Policy will be for­
mulated. 

41. Our judicial system has an important 
role in upholding the Constitution and in 
protecting the fundamental rights of the 
people. Some aspects need attention. The 
under-privileged sections of society must 
have easier access to judicial remedies. 
Speedier justice has to be ensured. Govern-
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ment intend to introduce measures for ful­
filling these objectives. 

42. Government wi11 accord high priority 
to the social, economic and cultural deve­
lopmer.t of women. An important step in 
this direction will be the provision of free 
education for girls up to the end of higher 
secondary stage. Government will frame 
a new national programme for women. In 
both the formulation and implementation 
of this programme, voluntary organisations 
wiIJ have an important role. 

4). 198' is being observed as the Year 
of the Youth. Our youth have already 
shown great promise in promoting national 
integration, undertaking social work and 
achieving exceJ1ence in an fields of human 
endeavour. The need of the hour is to Jet 
the youth come forward to participate 
enthusiastically in nation-building. Appro­
priate programmes in this regard will be 
implemented. 

44. Government have constituted a sepa­
rate Department of Forests and Wild Life 
in recognition of the vitally important 
national task of conserving and developing 
our forest wealth. A new forest policy will 
be announced soon. A Waste Land Deve­
lopment Board is being set up to give new 
impetus to afforestation as a people's 
movement. Steps are being taken to deal 
effectively with the problems of air and 
water pollution. 

45. My Government are establishing a 
Central Ganga Authority to stop the pollu­
tion of the Ganga. The Ganga is no ordi~ 

nary river. With it are bound long memories 
of our past, our song and poetry and our 
search for Truth. A cleaner Ganga is thus 
a matter of the deepest satisfaction ~o our 
people. 

46. Government attach high importance 
to the preservation of our cultural heritage. 
Equal importance will be given to promo­
tion of creativity in the arts. Encourage­
ment of science and technology and the 
application of scientific knowledge for 
solving the problems of the people will 
continue to receive high priority. 

47. These are some of the priorities of 

national effort. Our duty as representatives 
of the people is to canalise the tremendous 
upsurge among the masses into cooperative 
and djsciplined endeavour to accelerate 
development and to prepare the country for 
the 21 st century. I wish you success in this 
great and exciting task. 

Jai Hind. 

MEMBERS SWORN 

12.34 brs. 

[English] 

MR. SPEAKER: Secretary-General to 
call out the names of members who have 
not yet taken the oath or made the affirma 
tion. 

Shri Oigvijay Sinh (Rajgarh) 

Sbri R.N. Yadav (Parbhani) 

Sbrimati Kesharbai Kshirsagar (Bhir) 

Shri Bhausaheb Thorat (Pandharpur) 

Shri K. Pradhani (Nowrangpur) 

Shri Girdhari Lal (Bijnor) 

Shri Kedar Nath (Hapor) 

123S brs. 

OBITUARY REFERENCE 

[English] 

MR. SPEAKER: Now 1 move the 
following resolution: 

"This House mourns the ]oss of One 
of the greatest Indians of the 20th 
Century. Future generations, rising 
above the tumult of our times, wiIJ 
look with love and gratitude on the 
magnitude and splendour of Indira 
Gandhi's achievements. Her vision 
and tireless energy brought India 
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into the era of self-reliance. She 
breathed new life into the concept of 
a united modern India. Today we 
walk upright with pride and con­
fidence, pride in what India is and 
confidence in what we shaH do for 
ourselves and the world. 

Indira Gandhi did not belong to 
India alone; she belonged to the 
entire suffering humanity. Her voice 
was the voice of the hungry, the 
weak, the anguished, the maimed 
and the disabled. She laboured so 
that bitterness and strife may cease 
and justice prevail among nations. 
She fought relentlessly against an 
forms of oppression. \Vith charac­
terisric devotion, she espoused the 
cause of disarmament and a just 
international economic order. 

The masses of India adored Indira 
Gandhi because in her and through 
her their dreams and hopeI) of India's 
great future took concrete shape. In 
turn, she filled them with unconquer­
able strength of her vision of India. 
Indira Gandhi loved India and the 
Indian people with a passion so sub­
lime that it will live among us for 
long ages. 

She has joined the ranks of the 
immortals of History. We pay our 
humble tribute to her memory and 
pledge ourselves to follow her noble 
ideals." 

HOD. Members, we have gathered in this 
House to pay the respectful homage of a 
grateful nation, through its elected repre­
sentatives, to the late Prime Minister of 
India, Bharat Ratna Priya Darshini Shri­
mati Indira Gandhi whose hallowed 
presence was felt here, for more than IS 
years in this august House. She nurtured 
our parliamentary norms and procedures 
and continuously sought consensus so as 
to project the image of a strong, united and 
modern India. She never flouted or inter­
fertd with the functioning of democratic 
ins.titutions. Her approach was always 
objective and pragmatic. For her. India 
wa~ paramount and the people of India 
wtr~ supreme and their wishes were a word 

of command. She was a great democrat. 
In 1977, she gracefully bowed out in defer­
ence to the verdict of the people, which she 
had sought at her own initiative but when 
she came back to power, hers was not the 
politics of revenge. She never spoke any 
harsh word to offend or irritate the suscep­
tibihties of even her bitterest opponents. 
The future of this country was her main 
concern. 

By the way, I was with her in 1979, and 
it was an evening, in the Kashmir Vallev. 
We had come out after attending three ~r 
four meetings on that day, and we were sit­
ting on the lawns --Shrimati Indira Gandhi 
and myself. There was somf'thing going 
on against her then and I asked her, 
"Madam, what do you think 7" She said, 
"It just goes on like this ; we have to carry 
on." At that instant, I told her: "Madam, 
I would like you to do something ; promise 
me one thing." She asked, "What is it 1" 
I sai1, '~Whatever may be the circumstances, 
whatever may be the workings of the 
people in higher places, when we come back 
to power, I ask you that we shall not 
foHow those steps in apy case." And in 
what a way she replied to me ! It was not 
an answer; it was a question to a question. 
She asked me, "Have you ever heard any 
harsh word from me against anybody 1" 
I said, "No, Madam." She added, "Then, 
take it that if and when we come back to 
power, I shall not do anything which will 
be just personal or anything which can be 
termed as a sort of revenge." And I think 
she lived upto that. She never spoke any 
harsh word to offend or irritate the 
susceptibilities of even her bitterest op­
ponents. The future of this country was 
her main concern. She had the vision, 
energy and drive of a true statesman, who 
always placed national interest above every. 
thing else. To her, individuals or Parties 
were not that important. The emergence 
of India as a great nation, wedded to peace 
and friendship with all, was her objective. 

Indira Priyadarshini had trained herself 
for the service of the country from her 
early childhood under the tutelage of her 
grandfather, Pandit Motilal Nehru, her 
father Pandit Jawahar]aJ Nehru and her 
mother Shrimati Kamala Nehru, the spirit 
of dedication and sacrifice was her heritage, 
and she lived this ideal.-
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-And why should not it have been 
30? India has a rich heritage. There 
have been many Rishis, Munis and 
Mahatmas here before Mahatma Gandhi 
and Nehru. Did they not make sacrifices ; 
were they all not imbibed with the spirit of 
sacrifice? A fakir wearing a loin's cloth 
fought against the most powerful empire 
of the world without raising a finger against 
anybody. He inculcated in us the spirit of 
sacrifice and made the supreme sacrifice 
of his own life to keeo the country united 
and also removed the feeling of separatism. 
He said that we all are brothers. And 
Indiraji fol1owed the same ideal. She was 
very strong ; she could have harmed any­
body but she did not. But she herself 
suffered and ultimately faced the bullets. It 
was her greatness. 

[English] 

She had campaigned incessantly for pro­
curing economic, social and political justice 
to tbe weaker sections of the society and 
the minorities. She was committed to 
make India united, strong, prosperou~ and 
beautiful. That was her dream. 

Her Government, through its long years 
in the service of the nation, steered it 
pragmatically and scientificaHy througb the 
throes of emerging from an underdeveloped 
economy to one surplus in agricultural pro­
ductioD-capable of feeding itself and stand­
ing on its own feet. \Vhat a magnificent achi­
evement ! Nowhere in the world anyone has 
seen like this. The farmers of India, at her 
behest and on their own, did som.!thing 
remarkable: 340 million people were im­
porting miJIions of tonnes of foodgrains and 
now we have more tban 700 millIon people 
and we are in a poshion to export. What 
an achievement ! Agricultural development 
was spearheaded with adequate emphasis 
on modern technique~ and genetic develop­
ment of new species. This was dovetailed 
with the development of the pubJic sector 
and indu~trjal growth in the private sector. 
The fruits of growth in the agricultural 
sector and in our indus(riaJ sector gave an 
impetus for further development. India 
took its first steps in the space sector and 
in the exploration of 'Antarctica.' The 

communication sector too was modernised 
and tremendouCJ emphasis was given to the 
use of the INSAT facilities to further 
national integration. 

She was always keen and eager to raise 
!he standard of living of every Indhn. 
While striving for modernisation she laid 
emphasis on the rich cuJtura 1 heritage of 
India - its intrinsic unity in diversity; its 
great past and its traditions; its arts, 
literature, music, dance and folk arts, its 
handlooms, its handicrafts and the wonders 
of architecture and beauty spread through­
out the land. 

Her personal interest and touch was a 
tremendous booster fer the scientific develop. 
ment. Her en~ouragement to researchers 
and scientists was a continuous source of 
inspiration to them. Even when they met 
with failure, she provided them the will 
to try and try again, so as to ultimately 
reach the goal. Besides the growth in this 
sector, she was also aware that the environ­
ments be preserved. Her interest in wild 
life, in the sanctuaries, in the flora and 
fauna of this country was well known. 
Whether it was gas exploration. oil drilling, 
oceanic research, launching of a sate1Jite, 
sending of scientists to Ant:uctica, high­
lighting the need to conserve the environ­
ments or the development of sport through 
ASIAD, she always found time to take 
special interest in them. 

Our devdopment in the defence sectDr 
was phenomenal and our countrymen took 
pride in our defence prowers and in our 
forces. She was fully aware of the dangers 
to the nation from forces of disintegration 
and continuously worked towards making 
a strong India. In fact, every drop of her 
blood will continue to invigorate ane unite 
the nation, even according to her own 
wishes. 

The emergence of India as a world power 
i..; a tribute to Mrs. lndira Gandhi's states­
manship, her vision, her thoughts and her 
depth of knowledge. Her conct'pt of prio­
rities was heralded throughout the world. 
As leader of NAM and CHOGM, she con­
tinuously kept in touch with world leaders 
and visited foreign countries to keep th:lt 
rapport. She :was posthumously awarded 
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the Jawaharlal Nehru Award for Inter­
national Understanding for 1984. In her 
demise, we lost not only a great world 
leader, we lost a part of our history, a part 
of India and part of us, of every home, 
of every hearth. The loss is in our hearts­
the anguish is in the soul-the emptiness is 
in our beings. 

"But, Oh for the touch of a vanished hand 
and the sound of a Voice that is stili". 

Left behind, by her, in her own hand, is a 
message to us which I quote: 

• 'Sons and daughters of India-be 
you workers or Kisans, businessmen 
or industrialists, teachers or studepts, 
writers or artists -you are all inhabi­
tants of this great country. Through 
your veins runs the blood of Heroes 
and Great Men. Let diffidence give 
way to confidence; let despair give 
way to hope. We wHl then be able 
to build a strong nation ; we will 
then be able to raise the structure 
of a beautiful BHARAT. We are 
capable of doing so. We have em­
barked on an exciting venture. We 
shall face every difficulty with courage 
and determination." 

That was Indira Gandhi. There comes 
her Janata. 

The sense of loss to all of us is personal­
ised and the grieving is in our souls. She 
left behind memories of the softness of 
petals and the brilliance of a Kohinoor. To 
the bereaved son-our new Prime Minister, 
Shri Rajiv Gandhi-the mantle has fallen, 
a mantle giving him the over whelming love 
and trust of a sorrowing nation, a nation 
despairing and grieving and yet wanting to 
stay firm, united and one for achieving its 
dreams and aspirations. 

Mr. Prime Minister, your loss is our Joss 
and on behalf of the whole House and on 
my own bebalf, I extend to you and to your 
family, our heart-feh condolences and 
s)'mpathy. 

SHRI C. MADHAV REDDY (Adil. 
abad): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to bow my 
head in homage to the greatest leader of 
our times. She was assassinated in her 
own house by her own bodyguards and it 
was the greatest national disaster, the 
greatest calamity; and we are really 
ashamed that we could not protect her in 
her own house. 

Sir, I express my deep sorrow on behalf 
of my party and I pray to God that her soul 
will rest in peace. 

Sir, I know that at certain times her style 
of functioning was such that it created very 
strong feelings for and against among the 
people and it created certain political pro­
blems; but none would di!agree that she 
was the greatest patriot and what she did 
was in the best interest of the country and 
the people. 

Political assassination~, -whoever they 
may be, and in whichever country it may 
be-are very bad and very sad events. We 
know that in Bangladesh such a tragedy 
had occurred. But in this case we have 
lost the greatest Prime Minister the world 
had ever produced and we are all sorry for 
losing her. 

I bad not known her personally because I 
was not here at the time when she was the 
Prime Minister. I had known her father, 
tbe great father, and the great husband, 
Shri Feroze Gandhi. I had known these 
two stalwarts and I was told that she emerg­
ed as the greatest parliamentarian and tbe 
greatest world leader and we are really 
proud that we had such a great leader and 
posterity will always remember it. I always 
think that it is very seldom that we produce 
leaders of that stature. It is a great loss to 
our country and a geeat loss to ourselves. 
I once again express my deep sorrow for the 
sad demise of the late Prime Minister. 

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI RAJIV 
GANDHI): Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is difficult 
to sum up the achievements and the con­
tribution of Indiraji in a few words. Her 
contribution was not limited just to India. 
Her fiaht was for the deprived and the poor 
all over the world, and with her assassina-



Obituary Reference 

tion we lose one of the few statesmen that 
are thrown up in every generation. 

She will be missed not only in India but 
throughout the world. If one quality is to 
be mentioned, I think, that quality was her 
courage and her strength to fight for what 
she tbought was right and correct, for 
what sbe thought had to be done for the 
poor and the deprived of the world. In tbis 
she showed a courage and a strength which 
few people could equal. Whether she was 
in power or out of power she did not stop 
tbat fight. Sbe continued irrespective of 
the odds that were put against her. And it 
was because of this struggle, because of this 
6ght for the deprived and the poor of tbe 
world that she perhaps had to face the 
heaviest odds of any leader in the world 
today not just within our country but from 
pressures aU over the world. Perhaps 
Indiraji would not have liked that we 
mourn for her. To remember her, we should 
try to finish her unfinished task, try to live 
up to her ideals. That would be the most 
befitting memorial tbat we can give her. 

Thank you, Sir. 

DR. SARA DISH ROY (Bolepur): Mr. 
Speaker, Sil, on behalf of the Communist 
Party of India (Marxist), I express our 
Party's deep indignation at the assassina­
tion of Shrimati Indira Gandhi. We could 
not even imagine when we dispersed after 
the last session that the new Lok Sabha will 
be meeting without her presence, that her 
life would be extinguished in such a das­
tardly manner by two of her own security 
men inside her own residential premises. 

Shrimati Gandhi was the Prime Minister 
of the country from 1966 except for a brief 
interregnum in 1978-80_ 

A participant herself in the freedom 
struggle of the country, Shrimati Indira 
Gandhi fo))owed the anti-imperialist tradi­
tions of the national movement when she 
pursued the foreign policy of non-alignment 
and frienship and cooperation with the 
Soviet Union ~ and socialist countries. She 
played a prominent role ill the non-aligned 
movement and was its Chairperson at the 
time of her deatb. She was alarmed at the 
nuclear war danger and was a sjanatory to 
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the six-power appeal for nuclear disarma­
ment. 

Shrimati Indira Gandhi's assassination 
has revealed more than anything else, the 
imperialist conspiracy to destabiJise our 
country and dismember it if possible. This, 
as we know, is the declared objective of 
U.S. imperialism. We know that im­
perialist agencies have been patronising and 
helping divisive and sece5sionist forces in 
various parts of the country. We know 
that the Khalistani secessionists were being 
encouraged and heJped by the imperialists 
and their conduit was the military regime 
of Pakistan. We know that the imperialists 
are encircling India with hostile regimes. 
And recently we came to know about tbe 
U.S. State Department-directed study 
about what wouJd happen in India in case 
of the sudden demise of Shrimati Indira 
Gandbi. The foreign hand behind her 
assassination is cJearly \'isible. 

The imperialist conspiracy against India 
has been a longstanding one. The imperial­
ists have been pressurising India to give 
up or water down its foreign policy of 
non-a1ignment and friendship with the 
Soviet Union and the Socialist countries. 
This policy enabled India to resist the 
imperialist pressures and our Party had 
supported this poJicy. India today is tbe 
Chairman of the non-aJigned movement and 
we hope this foreign policy will continue in 
tbe interests of the country, in the interests 
of world peac(; and in the interests of tbe 
Third World. This, in our opinion, will be 
the proper way to honour her memor}. 

[Trans/ation] 

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI 
P.V. NARASIMHA RAO): Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, sometimes it so happens that when one 
is over whelmed with emotions, 
one does not find \\'ords adequate enough 
to express ope's feelings for want of words. 
While speaking on this motion, I find my­
self in that position. During our long 
association of 25 years in which we wit­
nessed many ups and downs, we Jearnt a 
lot from her, and now aU those things are 
appearing before my eyes. She had many 
achievements to her credit which would be 
described by historians for a long time 10 



19 Obituary Reference JANUARY 17. 1985 Obituary Rt'le'~nct 2d 

[Shri P. V. Narasimha Rao] 

come but I recaJJ those difficult days, which 
probably may not find place in books of 
history, as very few persons may be aware 
of them. She visited Belchi. She was sent 
to Jail. Even when she was out of power, 
she rushed to sympathise and console the 
afflicted people everywhere and proved that 
she was with the people and that she could 
not leave them. 

13 hrs. 

I remember the day when she visited the 
typhoon victims in the coastal area of 
Avanigadda in Andhra Pradesh. 1 was with 
her. When the people saw her amidst them, 
tears welled up in their eyes. She consoled 
them. The people said they were quite 
aware of the fact that she was not in power 
and was unable to help them but tbat they 
would never forget the courtesy she had 
shown by her VlSIt. I remember the scene 
in the House before she was taken to T ihar 
jail. I also remember the scene when she 
was produced before the Shah Commission, 
and other simdar scenes. It appears to me 
that the country got her leadership at the 
time when it was much neeoed. She did 
not take poverty as an individual probJem 
but took it as the biggest impediment in the 
way of progress and fought against it. She 
fought against all the ingredients of poverty. 
She did not raise the slogan of "Garibi 
Hatao" mereJy as a part of ber speech but 
it was her very way of thinking. She tried 
to translate this thinking into action 
through the programme of ber party and 
her Government. She repeatedly said that 
she used to issue orders from the Centre 
but she was not aware whether the orders 
were being implemented in the viHages or 
not. If the programmes were not imple­
mented properly 10 the viUages, the con­
cerned peno[as were responsible for tbat, 
but she knew it very well tbat nothing else 
but this programme could eradicate 
poverty. Poveny cannot be removed so 
easily. But her views regardmg eradication 
of the deep-rooted poverty in our society 
had such an impact in the country that no 
one was left untouched. 1 his created con­
troversy; allegations were also made 
~iaiDst her. She was criticised for it also 

but we got througb all these difficulties and 
the country continued to make progress. 

She led a fuJ) life and reached the peak 
of popularity. No other national leader or 
world leader could aspire for more. It was 
our misfortune that, in spite of alJ this, she 
fell to the assassin's bullets. It was unfor­
tunate for the country. Today, we cannot 
but say that India is so vast and great a 
country, having so many complexities that 
its path shall never be easy; nobody, 
neither the external nor the internal enemie~ 
would allow India to Jive in peace. There 
are many forces t =,day because of which 
India has to tread on a razor's edge; there 
is no escape. A great responsibility is, 
therefore, cast on all the countrymen and 
on the people who have to govern the 
country. I, therefore, hope that we shaH 
continue to extend our cooperation to our 
new leadership in the same manner in which 
we extended our cooperation to Indiraji. 
With these words I support this ReJo)ution. 

[Engli.sh] 

SHRI P. KOLANDAIVELU (Gobichet­
tipalayam) : Respected Sir, it is an irrepa­
rable Joss not only to India, but to the 
entire world, especially to the non· aligned 
nations. I cannot remember a year so 
monstrous, so dismal, so cruel and so terri­
fying. 1984 is a year of assassination. 

Mr. Abu Abraham said, "Hen has paid 
agents, entered into the souls of two young 
men and they shot the fraiJ woman, a 
grandmother of 66 years, once she walked 
through the garden of her home." I put it 
Sir, that she is not only a mother of this 
nation, she is a grandmother of her grand­
children. We have lost a brave lady, we 
have lost a brave leader, the bravest of all 
leaders of the world. Her frame was frail, 
but her spirit was unconquerable and such 
a lady, we have lost. 

In this context, Sir, I want to mentiGn the 
services rendered by our mother, Madam 
Indira Gandhiji, to our ailing leader, Mr. 
Puratchi ThaJaivar M.G. Ramachandran 
when he was in a private hospital at Mad .. 
ras. She made an air-dash to Madras and 
she rendered all the help, she rendered all 
the services as a friend and as a mother to 
her SOD. We will not forsct, tho Tamil 
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Nadu people, the All India Anna DMK 
people will not forget the services rendered 
to our State. And I want to put it Sir, that 
mother Indira Gandbiji, because of her pro­
grammes and schemes, is alive in the hearts 
of the POOl and down- trodden people in 
India. 

Even though she is dead, she Jives in our 
hearts, and we convey our deep sorrow to 
Madam Indira Gandhi's family. The ieader 
of the younger generation, the son of the 
great mother, Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
has come forward to help the younger 
generation to grow rapidly in all respects, 
especially iu India. His speech so far, as 
I have heard it, certainly re~ects that ap­
proach. 

Indira Gandhi had drafted many scheme3, 
and implemented tbem in India. They will 
be carried by cur bOll. Prime Ivlinister ; and 
new schemes wiJi be formulated by bim in 
order to make the country flourish. 

On behalf of the All India Anna DMK, 
I express our deep sorrow. 

[T,an~/a(ioll] 

SMT. MOHSINA KIOWAI (Meerut): 
Sir, words fail me in paying homage to 
Indirajl. It is my good fortune that I bad 
an opportunity to work with her and in 
those few years I found tbat she wa~ an 
embodimeilt of all the virtues a good human 
being should have. She was replete with 
motherly feelings for her countrymen. A 
mother foels bappy to see her child grow, 
but gets worrie;J whenc-ver he suffers even a 
little, and shows extreme courage and 
strength to save him when he is in trouble; 
the same feelings I had seen in her for the 
countr) and its people. So maoy instances 
come to my mind when I was with her 
throughout the period till J978-79 and she 
used to tell u~ how boldly she had been 
facing the difficulties. At the time of diffi. 
culties, she did not mel ely express sympathy 
with us but told us to face them with 
courage. I also recollect how kind-hearted 
she was towards people in need and victims 
of calamities. We travelled the whole night, 
met flood ana drought-affected people. I 
also recollect that even when it was two or 
three o'clock at ni&ht, wherever Indiraji 

reached, people with torches and lanterns 
in their bands reached there to welcome 
her. They felt as if some goddess had 
arrived there to alleviate their miseries. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, you were also with us 
at that time. 1 am unable to encompass 
her good deeds in words. I remember the 
occasion when she became Prime Minister 
again. The biggest quality in Indiraji was 
that she n~ithcr uttered nor allowed anyone 
else to utter even a single word again~t 
her opponents. Her biggest virtue was 
boldness, harmony and truthfulness. 

I feel that she never worked against her 
conscience. Whatever she thought was 
right on the basis of her judgement, she did 
that. There is a line uEkla Chalo Re:" from 
a song in Bengali. She was of the view that 
it was better to be alone on the path of 
righteousness than to be \\ith a large crowd 
which puts you OJ;) a wrong path. 

Once a very poor girl Hamida, who was 
a heart patient had written to me a letter in 
which she bad sought financial help. I 
advised her to write to Indiraji. Within 
three days, all the necessary arrangements 
for her treatment wer~ made in the Jaslok 
Hospital and she was successfully operated 
upon. 

At the time of CflSIS and difficulties, 
lndiraji used to act very fast; she steered 
tile nation to safety out of every danger with 
great skilL I am reminded here of a 
couplet: 

Chala Jata Hun Hamra Khdta Afauje 
Hava Ae Sarh 

Agar Asanian Hon To Zindagi Dushvar 
Ho Jae. 

I very well remember the time when she 
was in difficulty, but she neVf.r lost heart. 
Even if we got angry sometimes, she would 
check us ana ask us to follow the nght path 
to attain our goal. Ancient anJ modern 
cultures both bad an amalgam 10 lndiraji 
and she gave equal importance to the old 
and new values. While she loved the old 
values and culture, ~ht: also liked the new 
techniques and developments helpful in the 
pro&ress of the country. 
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One thing more. Her death is a personal 
loss to me. I used to feel proud in the sense 
that only a few of us had got an oppor­
tunity to be with her and knew her perso­
nally. But after her sad demise, I realised 
that not only the people of this country but 
thousands of people from other parts of the 
world also knew ber personally. She was 
such a great personality that we cannot 
forget her. The real tribute to her would 
be to follow the cour age and boldness which 
she showed to us as a mother, as a political 
personality, as a good human being and as 
a patriot. When I came here, she was the 
Prime Minister, I always considered her 
as my elder sister. The wa) she used to 
treat us, was not that of a Prime Minister ; 
it was that of an elder sister. The award of 
Bharat Ratna was rightly conferred upon 
her. She was really a jewel now cruelly 
snatched away from us. I feel that our 
young Prime Minister who belongs to the 
new generation also possesses aU these 
quaHties. 

He is her son and same blood runs 
through his veins. We hope that he will 
complete her unfinished task. So far as 
Indiraji is concerned, I am reminded of an 
Urdu couplet which I may recall : 

Hazaron Saa/ Nargis Apni Benuri pe Rot; 
Hal 

Bari Mu~hkil S~ Hota Hai Chaman Mein 
Dtdavar Paida 

[English] 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE (Raja­
pur) : Mr. Speaker. when you from the 
Chair moved the condolence resolution, 
really speaking, you gave voice to the sor­
row of the entire House and through you 
the entire nation. In our democratic polity, 
the nation decided to give a high place and 
high office of Prime Ministership to Indiraji, 
but the history was destir:ed to give her a 
higher place, the place of martyr ; and that 
is the place that she is occupying in history. 
I have been one among those who have got 
the good fortune for long 13 years to share 
various debates with the former Prime 
l\linister, exchange arauments; but argu­
ments remained more afluments ; there was 

never any bitterness ; and permit me to say 
that even those of us who differed with the 
perspective of Mrs. Indira Gandhi on vari­
ous issues, we shared with her the love of 
the country; and the manner in which this 
great personality in our country was ex­
tinguished, I think, has caused pain to every 
one. 

A, far as Indiraji is concerned, the history 
will always say that she gambled with history 
with high stakes and risks. I think those of 
us who want to pursue our own cause, there 
is one quality which we will have to emulate 
and that is tbe indomitable will and the 
preparedness to face any risk t in order to 
achieve the goal which we want to accom­
plish. The enttre story of her life in politics 
is a story of calculated risk for the cause 
for which she w&nted to work. 

I remember the Presidential Election 
when Mr. Giri was elected. 

I think she risked her entire political life 
and career. A little different result and her 
entire political life would have changed. But 
she took a calculated risk. In her own 
party when she wanted to rebel against the 
establishment, she did that at a great risk. 
Sir, when she wanted the image of politics 
to be radicalised, she did not hesitate to 
nationalise banks in the country. Sir, when 
she found that the princes were building a 
pressure lobby in the country, she did not 
hesitate to abolish the purses of the princes 
and, Sir, when the question of Bangladesh 
arose, when tbere were powers, big powers 
in tbe world to exert the pressur~, sbe witb­
stood those pressures and correctly decided 
to stand by the freedom-fighters of Bangla­
desh. And, Sir, there are so many other 
occasions on which we could remember 
tbis. Whatever came in the way she was 
prepared to change it. There might be 
differences. But jf she feJt tbat the Consti­
tution came in tbe way, sbe did not hesitate 
to modify the Constitution. She wanted to 
take calculated risks. 

Sirt the Emergency was over and when 
she announced elections in 1977, that again 
was a great risk that she took and she paid 
for that. She went out of power. But that 
is another instance which shows that she was 
prepared to take a calculated risk. 
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And lastly, when to our own humble 
convictions it appeared that to tackle the 
problem of extremists of Punjab military 
action was necessary-with which there can 
be differences-she did not hesitate to take 
that risk, and, Sir, today it has been estab­
lished that she resorted to military action 
in the Golden Temple at the risk of her 
own life. Probably if she were not to take 
that risk, we still would have seen her here 
occupying the seat of the Prime Minister. 
But that did not happen so. 

Sir, in this House, I, recoJlect so many 
instances. I do not want to take the time 
of the House. But permit me to quote two 
interesting experiences of mine. One was 
during the Bangladesh war. One day when 
we were all debating certain issues after the 
recess, we found Mrs. Gandhi running to 
the House like a child with beaming smiles 
on her face. She came to the very same 
seat and with the permission of the Speaker 
she announced, "Sir, I have come here to 
announce that Dacca has become the free 
capital of free Bangladesh". Sir, to that 
announcement a full-throated support was 
given by the entire House and there was 
some sort of an earthquake in the House. 
There was a joyous atmosphere. And I again 
remember on that occasion I just got up 
immediately, I remembered an old poem 
which the freedom-fighters and martyrs sang 
for them: 

Db liberty, can man resign thee 7 
Once having felt thy generous flame 
Can dungeons, bolts or bars confine 

thee? 
Or whip thy noble spirit tame ? 

I just said in the end that I did not re· 
member who was the poet, and she im­
mediately gave the name of the poet! I 
remember that experience. 

Sir, there was another experience of mine 
with a personal slant, when I was occupying 
the Treasury Bencbes in 1977 and I re­
member the day Mrs. Gandhi was elected 
from Chikmagalur constituency to this 
House. Unfortunately I was not present 
in the House. I was present in the Rajya 
Sabha answering questions about the Rail­
ways. I was not present when she took 
the oath in this House. After the recess. 

jf I remember aright, along with Mr. Vusant 
Sathe she was moving through the Library 
corridors, and I found her and just said, 
"Indiraji, congratulations." She looked back 
and she said same thing with deep affection. 
She said, "You have brought distinction to 
your Government." And then she said, 
"It was my misfortune that you were not 
in my cabinet." And I said, in my humor­
ous vein, "Madam, I was fortunate not to 
be there." And she laughed and laughed and 
smiled. Those smiles I still remember. In 
the midst of tears and agony I cannot forget 
those shining smiles. Those smiles remain 
with us. 

Many have lost many things in tbis 
country when Mrs. Gandhi died. Cong­
ress (I) lost its president. The nation lost 
its Prime Minister, Rajiv lost his beloved 
mother. Congress (I) could get back a 
new president, the nation could get back a 
new Prime Minister. But Rajiv has lost 
his mother for ever. And, therefore I pay 
my homa&e not only to the former Prime 
Minister; I am one among those who 
believe, what of the Prime Ministership, all 
the power of the world can never be a 
substitute for a mother's love and affection, 
and therefore, Sir, on behalf of the entire 
House let me give my heartfelt and sincere 
condolences to Rajiv Gandhi. Remember 
that whatever be your policies and pers­
pectives, it is the indomitable will of your 
mother that should be the heritage that you 
will carry with you. 

[Tran~ lation] 

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE 
AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT (SHRI 
BUTA SINGH): Mr. Speaker, Sir, you 
have given a magnificient start to the pro­
ceedings of the new Lok Sabha by paying 
homage to the great world leader and an 
outstanding personality of the present 
century, Shrimati Indira Gandhi. This Lok 
Sabha and the whole country is grateful to 
you for this. 

It is very difficult to find words to pay 
homage to Shrimati Indira Gandhi, difficult 
especiaJly for those people who got an 
opportunity to serve the country UDder her 
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leadership and who got her persona) affec­
tion. 

Our country is an ancient country. Our 
culture is replete with the thoughts of great 
men, Rishis and Munis, and great saints. 
What these great saints of this ancient 
country have said about an ideal man, is 
evident from the couplet of saint Kabir 
which appeals to me. He said: 

Janani Jane To Bhakt JOl)e, Kai Data Kai 
Shoor, 

Nahin Te Janani Banjh Rail, Kahe Gawawe 
Noor. 

The imagination, the picture of an ideal 
man in the above couplet of saint Kabir, 
compares in toto with the life of Shrimati 
Indira Gandhi and her personality. A true 
devotee, liberal, broad-minded and brave, 
Indira Gandhi attained martyrdom. We 
do not find any moment in her life when 
sbe found berself aloof from her mother­
land-whether as an infant playing in the 
lap of ber respected mother Kamlaji or 
after that, associating herself with the 
country's freedom struggle, holding the 
finger of her respected father, Pc Jawaharlal 
Nebru, or organising Monkey Brigad'" as a 
little cbild before the very hopeful eyes of 
ber respected grand-father, Shri :Motilal 
Nehru, or later on serving her country for 
.bout twenty years as Prime ~ljnister­

every aspect of her life compares weB with 
the tbought-content of the above quoted 
couplet of saint Kabir. 

Sbrimati Indira Gandhi bad control over 
ber activities. She did whatever she thought 
best for the country. She did Dot c~re for 
the circumstances prevailing at that time 
or the thinking of contemporaries. Sbe 
always proceeded in the direction chosen by 
ber as if she had got some divine message 
or her path bad been carved out for her 
by God. 

It appeared as if the Gurbani-Hum Yehi 
Karya Jagat Main Aaye, used to inspire her 
again and again. Sbe came to this world 
with a mission and left us while fulfilling 
it. We may glance at any aspect of her life 
and we shall find that she shoDe with a 

bright light of patriotism and whatever 
she resolved to do, she accomplished to the 
Jast. 

Our country has peculiarities of its owo. 
The feelings, the respect and the trust the 
countrymen reposed in ner, gave ample 
strength to her to stand like a rock and 
provide the countrymen shelter in time of 
need. 

I remember the historic split in Congress 
in 1969. After the split, sbe decided to 
invest the entire capita) of the country in 
public interest for the cause of poor people, 
farmers, labourers and other neglected 
people of the country and for this purpose, 
Shrimati Indira Gandhi made the historic 
proposal of bank nationalisation. As Prof. 
Madhu Dandavate has said there was need 
to abolish the privy·purses of ex-rulers-the 
last remnants of Jagirdari-Shrimati Indira 
Gandhi got that proposal passed. But 
some factions of people in the country 
c:la]Jenged these Jaws and got them annul· 
led in tte Supreme Court. 

You will remember that taking it as a 
challenge, Shrimati llldira Gandhi had 
said in this House that if influential people 
could chalknge the laws which were en. 
acteJ, the Bills which were adopted in Lot 
Sabha, she was the leilst worried but she 
would go to {he people and ask :'them to 
eJect such a Lok Sabha, whose enacted laws 
and motions could not be cha))enged in 
any court of law. Thereafter, in 1971 she 
went to the people to seek their mandate 
and in the general elections to tbe Lok 
Sabha in 1971, she got a massive mandate 
and an unprecedented victory. By getting 
these two laws passed from that Lok Sabha, 
she proved that sh..: u)ways did what her 
countrymen desired. 

Thereafter, she achieved so many Jand. 
marks which have been just enumerated by 
Shri P. V. Narasimha Rao. Whatever she 
suffered after 1977, in Marwari we may say 
'Begha blzi paraya ho gaya,' at that time in 
that atmosphere of hostile attitude to­
wards her all around, she remained steadfast 
and continued her march towards her 
desired goal. Thereafter, she returned to 
Parliament witb the help of peopJe's power 
and the trust reposed in her by them. 
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Shrimati Indira Gandhi treated all the 
people of the country as one irrespective of 
their caste, creed and religion as well as 
their status. As, after the fall of all the 
rivers into th~ Indian Ocean, it becomes 
difficult for any scientist to classify the 
waters of Indian Ocean riverwise, that is, 
whether it is the water of the Ganges, the 
Narmada, the Sutlej or the Beas, likewise, 
she thought about the people of her 
country. She had this belief during her 
last days too. Ever!'one told her that in 
the wake of disturbances in Punjab and 
army action, she must be careful. But 
about her security guards, she said that she 
had full faith in the people of India and, 
therefore, she would not at all transfer 
them. The manner in which she died had 
proved this not only in India but also in the 
whole world as diplomats from 102 count­
ries came to attend her funeral. I was 
deputed at Palam airport along with my 
colleague Shri Shiv Shankar to escort these 
people to her residence. At that time, 
many people were weeping as jf t heir own 
mother had left them for the heavenly 
abode. 

Shrimati Indira Gandhi was mother not 
only to the people of India but to the people 
of the whole world. She was a guiding­
star, an apostle of peace and a world 
leader. 

All of us are aware of the achievements 
made by the county during her regime. She 
had endeared herself to the down-trodden 
people, th~ backward classes, minorities, 
farmers and the workers to such an extent 
that all of them believed that she was lead­
ing the country only for them. Shrimati 
Indira Gandhi is no more with us, but the 
ray of hope is there. Whatever Shrimati 
Indira Gandhi had achieved for tbree 
generations, all that is before us in the 
youth leader, Shri Rajiv Gandhi who is at 
present amongst us. This country is, there-
fore, fully confident and has a ray of hope 
that in whatever Sbrimati Indira Gandhi 
achieved by following the path of the Father 
of the nation, Mahatma Gandhi, and with 
the training she got from late J awabar Lal 
Nehru and all that which she strove 
for during her lifetime and tried to achieve 
by sacrificing her own life, the whole 
country stands behind Shri Rajiv Gandhi 

today like a rock to complete her ~ unfinished 
task. 

Shrimati Indira Gandhi bas joined the 
galaxy of the great men of the ages, about 
"hom there is a mention in our holy scrip­
tures, Vedas and the holy Geeta ; she was 
a 'K armyogi' in the true sense. I fail to 
find any true comparison for her person· 
ality. Her personality, perhaps, cannot be 
compared with that of anybody else. Our 
Guru Teg Babadur Sahib Jj has written a 
'Shabad' about such a personality. I will 
conclude with that. He has said that-

Jo Nor Dukh mein dukh Na maane, 
Sukh sneh aur bhoy na jaane t 
Kanchan Maati maane, 
Na hi ninda nahi ~tuti jake, nahin moan 

abhimaana, 
H arakh sog na rahe niyari, tahi jag tat 

pachhana, 
Guru kirpa jih nar ki keeni, tih yahi jugat; 

pachhani, 
Nanak leen bhayo Gobind sang, jiyon pan; 

sang /Jan;. 

Shrimati Indira Gandhi had merged her­
self in the God Almighty in the same 
manner as the river Saraswati merges in the 
great ocean. It is difficult to differentiate 
what is God and what is Indira Gandhi. 

[English] 

SHRIMA TI GEET A MUKHERJEE 
(Panskura) : Sir, on behalf of my party, the 
Communist Party of India, and my own 
bebalf, I offer my respectful homage to the 
memory of our departed Prime Minister. 
She was one of the most outstanding states­
men of the world, who fought for world 
peace, fought for non-alignment, fought 
for a new economic order, fought for 
friendship with the socialist countries. And 
this fight was in accordance with the ardent 
wish of our nation to have friendship with 
all forces of peace and for economic 
development. 

Sir f her assassination and the tragic 
circumstances of it shocked our nation very 
deeply. Even today the question remains; 
who were the conspirators behind this das­
tardly assassination 1 While paying respect 
to her memory. I would naturally like to 
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again remind that we have to find out how 
it happened and have also to uncover the 
real culprits of assassination as well as the 
foreign imperialists who are particularly 
interested in destabiJising our country. 

I was not with her (or long, but only for 
five years I had been in Parliament, but 
among many other things, one thing that 
struck me very forcefully was that if any of 
India 's we~lth was discovered, be it oil or 
be it anything else, we could really see the 
Prime Minister's face beaming. I respect 
her for that I ndia marched forward in many 
ways under her stewardship, though eco­
nomic disparity also grew. 

Just now I would like to say one thing. 
She enjoyed a very important place among 
the women. Those of us who agreed with 
her or those of us who disagreed with ber, 
all really are proud of her as being the most 
outstanding woman of our nation and the 
most admired one. 

Everybody has mentioned about her 
qualities and I also cannot but mention, 
tbe most attractive quality in her was deter­
mination and courage. Whether we agreed 
or disagreed, with her in public life, we 
reany and sincerely appreciate that courage 
and determination for her own conviction, 
whatever the conviction may be. 

With these words, I pay my homage and 
I also express my heartfelt sympathy to Shri 
Rajiv Gandhi. 

PROF. N.G. RANGA (Guntur): Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, as Mr. Narasimha Rao has 
said, it is very difficult within the time that 
one can take on an occasion like this to sum 
up even a few of her great qualities and 
achievements. I subscribe to every word 
that has fallen from you, Sir, and from every 
Member who has spoken, more especiaJJy 
the leaders of our OpPosition, Mr. Danda­
vate and of the two Communist parties and 
others. All those things that have been 
said by both sides, I take them as my own 
words of tribute, of appreciation and of 
homage. 

I would like to brina to the notice of the 

House what I have felt, what the people 
have been feeling and thinking, what the 
millions of people have been feeling and 
thinking. The people of my constituency 
are only a sample of them. She is the 
Yashoda, she is the Fatima, she is the 
Yashodhara and she is the Mariamma. The 
people of Punjab out of their gratitude for 
their great martyr Bbagat Singh, have 
acclaimed his mother as the mother of 
Punjab ; without waiting for the sanction of 
this House or of any Government, people 
have already acclaimed her as their mother. 
I have seen hundreds and hundreds of 
people, almost everyday during tbe thirty 
days of my tour in the last election shedding 
tears and some of them collapsing just 
because they felt that I was their brother 
and to some I was their fatber, and I lost 
my child, a fearless child, the like of which 
has not been produced anywhere in the 
world during the history. Many great men 
there were, many great prophets there were 
among men, but there was no other leader 
of 700 millions of people who has come to 
be acclaimed by the masses, men and wo­
men, as their mother ~ as their sister and as 
their child. She loved people and they 
loved ber too. Politics there is, and diffe­
rent sides happened to be in this Hou~e; 

they found fault with her for many things, 
Most of us have shared tbat kind of an ex­
perience as we do in the family. She was 
another kind of a woman, Sir, who was 
loved so much. To admire a woman is 
nothing special. To acclaim a woman as a 
beauty or as a poet is nothing very special. 
To accept and acclaim a woman like Indira­
ji with al1 her politics, with all ber deter­
mined ways of life and public activities, to 
love her in the manner in which our millions 
and millions of people have come to love 
her is a thing which I can only consider to 
be a celestial tribute to anybody. 

When she decl"red her war of 'garihi 
hatao', and as she was carrying on that 
war, she had in her mind the huts and 
hovels and the poor people living in them­
lakhs and lakhs of people lying down on 
pavements and on streets and railway plat­
forms, anywhere and everywhere, provided 
they could find six feet this side and that 
side for them to rest. She had them in 
her mind. Whenever there was a natural 
disaster, if she couJd not be there as tbe 
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first person, she used to send her supporters, 
ber friends, her followers, to rush tbere, 
to offer sympathy and succour. That was 
the woman. You have all spoken about 
her statesmanship, her leadership of our 
people, the protection that she has offered 
in the name of Mahatma Gandhi and 
lawaharlal Nehru to all those millions of 
people in more than 100 countries, who 
have achieved their freedom only recently 
and who have been terribly frightened of 
the threats tbat are coming from the east as 
well as the west for support or for opposi­
tion ; she stood for them like a rock. They 
hail her as their mother too. 

I have not yet overcome my sorrow. The 
sense of loss is haunting. My friend, Mr. 
Dandavate has condoled our Prime Minis­
ter, her son. He could have done that, I am 
doing it-I condole the people of our 
country, the women of our country, the 
children, the have-nots, the helpless and 
those who have suffered from the wrongs 
that were inflicted upon them as a result of 
our bad history. 

Sir. I thank you for the words that you 
have uttered and thank all the other friends 
also as if they have offered their tribute to 
my own daughter. 

[Translation] 

SHRI SHARADCHANDRA GOVIND­
RAO PAWAR (Baramati): Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, a great world leader has been lost in the 
assassination of Indiraji. After Pandit 
lawahar Lal Nehru, she alone was the most 
effective leader. It is very difficult to des­
cribe Indiraji in a few words. It had been 
her dream throughout that the prestige of 
this country should soar high and India 
should become a strong nation in the world. 
Her contribution towards enhancing the 
prestige of our country !n the world can 
never be forgotten by our people. 

She not only followed the foreign poJicy 
of Panditji but also made it more effective. 
She worked hard to strengthen the develop­
ing countries of the third world and the 
smaller countries who have been very 
poorly benefited by the progress made 
in the word. Indiraji worked for in­
fu~ing a sense of self-confidence in all such 
countries. 

As has been rightly sai1 by Prof. Danda­
vate, Indiraji became a martyr for the unity 
of the country. We can quote many ins­
tances about her concern for the unity of 
the country. I remember that Mir Qasim 
was Chief Minister of Kashmir in 1975. 
Indiraji wanted Kashmir to enter the 
national stream and called Sheikh Abdullah. 
Mir Qasim stepped down and Sheikh 
Abdullah was appointed Chief Minister. The 
people of Kashmir developed interest and 
confidence in India. She was of the view 
that one should be prepared to step down 
from power in the interest of the uni ty of 
the country whenever the situation so 
demanded. 

She strove hard to strengthen the pride of 
the North Eastern and other small States 
and make them strong which ultimately 
helped in making India strong. 

Indiraji contributed a lot for the forma­
tion of united Maharashtra which is my 
State. Tbere are certain things which we 
cannot forget; she always dreamt of 
modern India. We should pay more atten­
tion to modern science, modern technology 
and space research for building modern 
India for which she was making continuous 
efforts. 

A tomic energy is a means for betterment 
of the society. Many countries in the world 
think of destroying entire humanity with 
the help of atomic energy, but Indira Ji 
always thought of attacking poverty and 
making the country strong by removing 
poverty with the help of atomic energy. 
She always kept this ideal before her. 

Indiraji's life was unique. Her personality 
appeared to be more dynamic when con­
fronted with challenges. 

This House and the people of the world 
have witnessed many instances when she 
appeared to be stronger at times of crisis. 

As I already said in the beginning, the 
world has lost a dynamic leader in the as­
sassination of Indiraji. Her death has been 
a great loss to India and to non-aligned 
countries. As a result, a big re~ponsibility 

has come upon us. Our first responsibility 
is to do an that she did for strengthening 
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the unity of India. In order to strengthen 
the unity of India, we should put into 
practice the views of Panditji and Indiraji. 
The best tributes to Indiraji will be to pay 
more attention towards secularism and the 
integrity of the country. 

[English] 

SHRI G.G. SWELL (ShiJIong): Mr. 
Speaker, a life such as that of Shrimati 
Indira Gandhi was rare, very rare. But 
even rarer was the manner of her going. 
There is no logical, scientific explanation 
as to why a person should be born 
in a particular family, of particular 
parents, in a particular place and in a 

particular community. But what a person 
makes of his or her life, is all that matters. 
Indira Gandhi's life was glorious, fuJI of 
achievements. It was a rich life, rich in the 
best and the pure,t sense of the term. Her 
richness was not in tel ms of money, not 
in terms of earthly property. Her richness 
was in the love and affection of more than 
700 million people of their great country 
and of millions and millions in the world 
outside. I had often wondered what was 
the secret in Shrimati Indira Gandhi that 
made ber personality reach almost every 
home, every hut in this country, even in the 
remotest part of tbis country, such as the 
part from where I come, the tribal areas of 
the North-Eastern region of India. I re­
member distinctly the time when the news 
reached our parts tbat Shrimati Indira 
Gandhi had been shot and we knew that 
she could not survive. Immediately after 
the report came, the streets were deserted, 
shutters were down in all the shops. It was 
as if a hurricane had broken out and after 
a brief spell of violence, there was the 
eeriness of silence. Women in the vilJages 
broke down in tears. It was a phenomenon 
that was to be seen to be believed and I put 
myself this question : Why, and how, could it 
be? I have said tbat Shrimati Indira Gandhi's 
life was rich. It was because hfr life was 
pure, because she bad the capacity to derive 
strength, to derive happiness, from her sur­
roundings. She had the rare capacity to 
appreciate poetry. Even a few days beforo 

her passing away, we read reports in papers 
of her effort to put down in writing a little 
bit of her life, a little bit of her autobio­
graphy, where she had said that, with the 
people of India beside her, she had no 
reason to feel humble. This was her 
strength. Her strength was from the people 
of India that she loved, more than 700 
million people of India. She had her 
strength because she could derive peace and 
comfort from tbe Sun, the bright Sun, from 
the wind that blows, from the trees, from 
the flowers and from the people whom she 
met and whom she served. That way, she 
was a true humanist. I would not like, 
at this time, to go into her various achieve­
ments because that would take a long time, 
and some day somebody of competence 
would put down her life in autobiography. 

14 brs. 

I would, however, like to refer, in parti­
cular, to what my friend, Mr. Sbarad 
Pawar, had said just now with reference 
to the north-eastern areas. I came to this 
House in 1962 with the sole purpose of 
winning for the people in that area a sense 
of dignity and status in the sbape of a sepa­
rate State. It went through various stages 
through the time when Panditji was here­
and I was a Ijttle more than youngster­
to the short period of Shri Lal Bahadur 
Shastri. I had almost despaired. It was 
only when Shrimati Indira Gandhi came 
on the scene as the Prime Minister that she 
had the boldness of conception and to 
decide to give to the people of that area a 
sense of exquisite dignity and status. On 
the day when the Bill was passed to create 
a separate State, I' stood here and I said 
that~ for all that greatness of the 
nation, we would repay by making that 
part of India a patch of beauty and 
grace and a shining outpost of India. 
That promise of mine remains unfu). 
filled. Things are moving rather in an 
opposite direction. I am happy that the 
Prime Minister is here with a new hope of 
youth and his promise to take this nation 
to the Twenty-first Century. I believe, on 
this bandwagon towards the Twent)-first 
Century, the north-eastern part of India will 
have a fun part. 

I had said that Shrimati Indira Gandhi's 



37 Obituary Reference PAUSA 27, 1906 (SAKA) Obituary Reference 38 

life was rich. But ~he had also known 
sorrow. Her life was washed marvellously 
with sorrow. She had personal tragedies, 
sbe had gone through personal travails. but 
she never lost her balance and her capacity 
to be happy. She had fe It the quick stir 
of wonder. She had known music. Dawn 
was hers and the sun-set and the glories 
of the Earth. 

This was Indira Gandhi. But that life is 
ended; it has ended suddenly. Death with 
her grjp took ber away, but she remains a 
gathered radiance, a shining piece under the 
night, for us to derive guidance. 

[Translation] 

SHRI MOHD. MEHFOOZ ALI KHAN 
(Btah) : Mr. Sreaker, Sir, many 
members have expressed their feelings on 
this occasion. At the outfet I would 
like to narrate a couplet : 

Hazaron saal Nargis Apni Benuri Pe Roti 
Hai, 

Badi Mushkil Sf hata hai chaman mein 
didavar paida. 

This couplet symholises all aspects of her 
life. Indiraji's pers0nality 3nd stature was 
an example by itself nnd there are no two 
opinions about 'it. We were much pained 
to hear the Radio news about her assassina­
tion. She was so delicate, r so practical and 
a woman of firm determination. She con­
tributed a lot for the cause of the country 
and yet she was gunned down and we were 
shocked. It is reatly shameful and tragic 
that the Prime Minister of India was shot 
at by our own people. 

People who were close to Indiraji have 
narrated some incidents. I read about her 
only in newspapers. There is no second 
opinion about the fact that Indiraji was a 
bit adamant and she did whtlt she wanted 
but tbat is entirely a dIfferent matter. We 
who are from dift'erent parties may be 
against her policies but some of her acts 
were really laudable and this has to be 
recognised by us. An astute politician, a 
great intellectual of not on1y national but 
also of international renoun has left us. On 
behalf of my party, D.M.K.P. and on my 
own behalf, I pay homage to ber and convey 

my condolences to her son Shri Rajjv 
Gandhi and his family and I pray to God 
that her soul may rest in peace. 

SHRI G.L. DOGRA (Udhampur): Sir. 
I am thankful to YOll for having given me 
an opportunity to speak on this important 
occasion. Our country is not only ~reat 

but it also has an important place in every 
sphere of life. So far a~ the political1ife 
is concerned, I think there have been great 
personalities in the history of our country 
who illumined our country in the world of 
politics. Prior to independence, Mahatma 
Gandhi, the Father of the Nation, was 
there who won us freedom througb nOD­
violence. The way he successfully Jed the 
Freedom Movement and got us freedom. 
glorified the name of our country in tbe 
eyes of the world. Thereafter, Panditji 
~~ve us the concept of planning and a 
foreign Pfl1iCY which added to our dignity. 
The non-aligned movement which was start­
ed together by Panditji, Marshal Tito and 
Col. Nasser, attained great he:ghts under 
the leader~hip of Smt. Gandhi. Nobody 
took the movement of peace in the world 
to such heights as Smt. Gandhi did. 

I had an opportunity to visit some foreign 
countries. There, on enquiry by the people 
there whether our people were with Indiraji, 
I used to a~k them why they were putting 
such a question. Thereupon they said that 
a dangerous war was in the offing, the pos­
sibility of confronta tion between two big 
powers of the world was posing a'great threat 
to human life in the world and Smt. Gandhi 
was thwarting that possibility. If she remain­
ed in power, war would not break out in 
the world. Now this responsibility bas 
come on the shoulders of our new Prime 
Minister Shri Rajiv Gandhi and he is 
shouldering it in a very commendable way. 

So far as modern India is concerned, we 
have earned a name in the spheres of 
industry and science and are enjoying a 
place of pride in the world in other respects 
too. As regards agriculture, Sir. you have 
also mentioned how she inspired the people 
and made resources avaiiabJe to tb~m. The 
most important thing is that under the 20 
Point Programme, arrangements were made 
to make new fertilizers, seeds and water 
available for every field whether it was 
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in the hilly areas or in the plains. As Mr. 
Swell has also said, even in the remote 
areas of the country, people were familiar 
with the name of Indiraji. I would like 
to tell you that Indiraji was the hope of 
the people and they had devotion for her. 
During ejections, two Harijan ladies were 
going to cast their votes. When they were 
asked for whom they would cast their 
votes, tbey replied that they would vote 
in favour of Mother India's hand-their own 
mother's hand. They used to can ber 
mother. In fact she was their motber. 
People were of the opinion that only she 
could take care of the poor and none 
else. 

So far :!s Kashmir is concerned, when she 
was not the Prime Minister, she had been 
to Poonch and R aj0uri twice and there she 
instilled the feeling~ of secularism and 
nationalism among the people to an extent 
that nobody else could do. 

Poor people Joved her and she loved them 
too. I think, not only the poor people of 
India but the poor masses of the whole 
world looked towards her. AU the develop­
ing countries were trying to make progress 
with the help of our technology and assis­
tance. 

Now we should all follow tbe path shown 
by ber and try to complete the work left 
unfinished by her. To achieve this end we 
will strengthen the hands of Shri Rajiv 
Gandhi. 

[Ellglish] 

SHRI FRANK ANTHONY (Nominated 
Anglo-Indians) : Mr. Speaker. Sir, I have to 
thank you for your general references and 
tributes to the late Indira Gandhi. May I 
say this, Mr. Speaker, that no resolution of 
condolence can really encapsulate the shock, 
borror and the unspeakable anguish and 
indeed the unspeakable anger of the peop1e 
at this brutal murder ? The Prime Minister 
bas, in a brief tribute, done extremely weJJ. 
I was surprised at his poise and dignity. 
But her:! also I believe that in spite of a)) 
the speeches that have been made, the 
Icncral rderences can never be a semblance 

of any adequate tribute to the outstanding 
qualities of Indira Gandhi, qualities not 
only as a national but as an international 
leader, a dedicated secular worker. No­
body has referred to her qualities as a 
woman, not much to her qualities as a 
friend and not much to her grace and com­
passion. I knew her for almost three years 
during perhaps the most difficult period of 
her )ife and I came to know her very well. 
Although I was not a Member of the Cong­
ress Party, she asked me to defend her 
which I did and because of that not only I 
but my wife became persona) friends of 
bers. 

Mr. Speaker, I put out a Special Number 
of a Monthly-The Review that I edit-it 
was a 36-Page Special. The frontispiece 
showed what I regarded as a rather beauti· 
ful picture of Indira Gandhi and the caption 
was'Indira Priyadarshini Gandhi'. Under 
that, tbe sub· caption was 'a legend in her 
life-time' and under the photograph a 
quotation: 

"To live in hearts, we leave behind is 
not to die". 

During the three years of her-and I use 
the word advisedly-persecution by the 
then Government, I met her almost every 
day, sometimes twice a day. She 
looked frail, but as I came to know her 
better, I saw tbat through that seeming 
frdilty there was indomitable conrage and 
an amazing inner strength. She was 
arrested on the 3rd October, 1977 and I did 
not know that I was going to appear fur 
her that day. 

Sanjay Gandhi phoned me on 4th morn­
ing. I said: 'I have not had a bath as yet'. 
He said : 'Please come and appear because 
my mother wants you speciaJJy to appear'. 
We did not even know where the police 
was going to put her up. I rushed off with 
two or my juniors to the New Delhi courts. 

The police prosecutors refused to show 
me any papers. Then I asked the court. 
Fortunately-in the context of a viciously 
hostile Government-the court showed 
amazing courage. I said, they were not 
showing me the papers or telling me wbere 
the First Information Report was. They 
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would not show me the First Information 
Report. I asked whether there was any 
single statement remotely suggesting any 
kind of culpability. The court said: 'Mr. 
Anthony, there is not an iota of evidence of 
any culp~bi1ity in respect of any offence'. 
And tbe court released our former Prime 
Minister from a deliberately mala fide false 
arrest. Then, there was a spearhead of this 
deliberate persecution and attempt to des­
troy ber politically. I will not mention the 
name of the person who presided. He was 
a former Chief Justice, a very able Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court. I appeared 
for three days and I was shocked at the 
obvious personal animus of the Chair-
man ...... (Interruptions) I am not naming 
anybody .. . (Interruption· ). 

SHRI SUOfNI JAIPAL REDDY (Mah­
bubnagar) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, on a solemn 
occasion ....• 

MR. SPEAKER: You have come for the 
first time. You learn something. It is all 
right. What has happened, fact is a fact. 

SHRI FRANK ANTHONY: Will my 
utterly ignorant friend sit down and I will 
tell him something which actually hllp­
pened ? 

MR. SPEAKER : Mr. Anthony, I want 
you to sum up please. 

(Interruptions)· 

MR. SPEA KER : There is no question of 
sentiments. Please sit down. You learn 
something. 

Nothing should go on record, because he 
has been speaking without my permISSIon. 
All tbat be has said will (lot go on record. 

You learn something, do not get agitated. 

Mr. Anthony, please sum up now. 

SHRI FRANK ANTHONY: I come to 
actually what happened. The country does 
Dot know what actually happened. 

-Not recorded . 

• ·BxPUDled as ordered by the Chair. 

MR. SPEAKER: There is no time for 
that. 

SHRI FRANK ANTHONY : The world 
does not know about it. I am showing 
how Mrs. Gandhi's courage came 
through .... (Interruptions). 

MR. SPEAKER: It is all right now. 

SHRI FRANK ANTHONY: Do not 
allow this barracking, which is delibe­
rately·· I am only showing that this is very 
incidental. 

I went to the H jgb Court. I made ob­
jections before tbe Commission and I was 
summoned for contempt, because I told the 
commission that everything it was doing 
was arbitrary, was illegal. Mrs. Gandhi was 
ordered to be prosecuted and I appeared for 
her. I went to tbe High Court and this is 
what I would ask ..... . (Interruptions). 

MR. SPEAKER : What does it matter to 
you ? It is aU part of history. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE (Raja­
pur) : He is incorrigible. 

SHRI FRANK ANTHONY: I don't 
want to Jearn corrigibility even from you, 
my good friend. 

Mr. Speaker, there was a classic judgment 
which has not been given the credit it deser­
ves. It was a tour do:! force, 347 pages. It 
stripped naked that Government, it stripped 
naked the Chairman. My friend knows 
about it. Have )OU read that 347-page 
judgment? 

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD (Bbagal­
pur) : Don't talk all that ••. Don't spoil 
this occasion by this kind of a speech. We 
don't want to hear to this speech •••• 

(Interruptions)· 

MR. SPEAKBR : This is not the occa· 
sion, please. I gave you permission because 
you wanted to leave early. 
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SHRI FRANK ANTHONY : I only gave 
that as an instance of what she had to pass 
through for a period of three years. Don't 
let us forget it so easily. 

(Int6rruptions)* 

MR. SPEAKER: Don't record. Why 
can't you sit down now? 

(Int~rruptions)* 

PROF. MADHU DANDA VA TE : Why 
can't you restrain him, Sir 1 

MR. SPEAKER: I am trying. He is 
not listening. This is not the occasion for 
controversy. 

. (lnt~rruptions)· 

MR. SPEAKER : Why are you getting so 
agitated unnecessarily? There is nothing 
wrong. 

Please sum up now. I am asking you so 
many times. 

SHRI FRANK ANTHONY : I am only 
giving one illustration. You talked about 
Mrs. Gandhi's compassion and forgiveness. 
I gave notice in this House ..•. 

MR. SPEAKER: This is not the occa­
sion, chronological order and all that we do 
not want anything .•• 

SHRI FRANK ANTHONY: I gave 
notice of a Resolution, }liS-Q-vis Vaidya­
lingam Commission which had indicted the 
son of a former Prime Minister and the 
Prime Minister himself. I am showing 
what Indiraji did. I wanted to give a 
notice. Then she sent for me, as a measure 
of her compassion .... Because these people 
shout and won't hear the truth, why should 
I not say .... 

(Int~rruptions )* 

MR. SPEAKER: You just complete. In 
deference to your age, I gave you time. 

-Not recorded. 

SHRI FRANK ANTHONY : She asked 
me to withdraw my Resolution, out of her 
sense of compassion. in spite of the Vaidya­
Jingam Commission which had indicted 
them, and I did not move that Resolution. 

MR. SPEAKER: All right. Please sum 
up. There is not much time. 

SHRI FRANK ANTHONY: Now, I 
am coming to her humaneness. 

MR. SPEAKER: One minute more 
please. 

SHRI FRANK ANTHONY : When I was 
speaking at one of the Jawahar La) Nehru 
Anniversary occasions, I referred to Jawahar 
Lalji as a highly civilised person in the 
highest sense of the word. Indira Gandhiji, 
who was nurtured in the Nehru traditions, 
was civHised in the highest sense of the 
word, because she could mix easily-and I 
say this without any comparison,-even 
more than Jawahar Lal Nehru could do, 
with every section of the people, irrespective 
of caste, community or religion. I am giving 
you my personal experience ... 

(Interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER : Everybody has taken 
his own time. Now. please sum up. Every­
body is given his own time. 

SHR} FRANK ANTHONY: I am 
giving an instance of her ,grace and her 
compassion. She happened to become 
friendly with me and my wife. When my 
wife was dangerously ill for three months in 
the All India Medical Institute, Mrs. 
Gandhi, in spite of her gruelling schedule, 
used to visit her regularly. 

(Int~rruptions) 

What is wrong with our friends 'I I am 
giving you her personal attribute9. 

MR. SPEAKER: There is not much 
time now. 

SHRI FRANK ANTHONY: I do not 
know how she knew when my birthday feU, 
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but she never lost an opportunity of wishing 
me for my birthday. What touched me 
personally was this: In 1983 when she 
was on her way to America, she took the 
trouble of writing to me from the plane. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. 

SHRI FRANK ANTHONY: Let me 
finish; I have not finished. Don't submit 
to this kind of barracking. (Interruptions) 
She was an avowed friend of all the mino­
rities. I can speak with particular reference 
to the tributes that she paid by giving an 
amazing spectrum of the contributions of 
the community to which I have the privilege 
to belong. 

I want to refer to another thing: my 
friends woul d not like it. I knew her 
personally. What I noticed about Mrs. 
Gandhi is this. As a person with a pen­
chant for reading I found that Mrs. Gandhi 
had a tremendous range of reading ...... .. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Now 
take your seat, please. 

SHRI FRANK ANTHONY: Let me 
say this: she was an outstanding ad­
ministrator. Why was she an outstanding 
administrator? 

MR SPEAKER: Please sit down. 

SHRI FRANK ANTHONY: Sir, please 
listen. You did not deal with it because 
you did not know Mrs. Gandhi as 
well as I did, personally. You did not 
know her as I did. Sbe attended meti­
culously to her correspondence. 

If I wrote a letter, she used to reply with­
in 48 bourse 

MR. SPEAKER: I have to teU you 
now about the time you have taken. 

SHRI FRANK ANTHONY: Sbe was 
an exemplar to many of tbe Ministers. 1 
noticed this, because I discussed with ber 
some difficult legal problems. She was 
able to get to tbe beart of a problem in tbe 
~bortest possibJe. She had an ultra tenaci­
ous memory. The only other per50n in my 

··Sxpuoaod a§ ordered by,tbe Chair. 

40 years in Parliament, and SO years as the 
leader of the Bar. who could get to tbe 
heart of the pro.,lem as she did, in the 
shortest possible time, was Sardar Vallabh· 
bhai Patel. She had th is amazing administ­
rative capacity. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you now. I 
have to look to the other Members also. 

SHRI FRANK ANTHONY: Give me 
two minutes. In DO other case have you 
asked anybody to stop. Only because of 
barracking from a few ··here. .. 

\1R. SPEA KER: They have also spoken 
according to the time given. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Sit down. 

SHRI FRANK ANTHONY: I never 
asked you to sit down. 

MR. SPEAKER: I have given time. 
according to tbe time available. I have 
tried to belp you. You should also help 
me. 

SHRI FRANK ANTHONY: Do you 
mind if I finish in two minutes? 
(Interruptions) 10 an editorial that I have 
written-may I say this-this is what I 
said: 

"Indira Gandhi lived aye, and died 
for the nation." 

One day before she died, prophetically she 
inscribed her own epitaph. You read out 
a few ) ines. I a m reading a few more. 
This is how she described it : 

"Every drop of my blood, I am sure, 
will contribute to the growth of my 
nation and to make it strong and 
dynamic.u 

The people of India have sanctified that 
epitaph by giving a hjstoric verdict in favour 
of ber party Jed by ber son, nurtured in the 
tradition of the Nehrus, so that he may 
lead tbis country to become a strong, 
dynamic and united nation. 
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PROF. SAIFUDDIN SOZ (Baramulla): 
It is very difficult for me to represent and 
express the feelings of al1guish that the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir State felt 
over the dastardly assassination of Mrs. 
Indira Gandhi. As we knew her, she was 
the most prominent citizen of India, one of 
the greate-;t patriots and a powerful leader, 
who wanted to make India strong and 
great. 

If one wishes to remember Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi, one will recall that she used to 
come to the House very hurriedly, occupy 
her seat and get engrossed in the papers 
relating to the parliamentary business with 
a kind of alertness of mind and unique 
confidence with which she answered ques­
tions and participated in th~ debates, 
without any kind of anger. I believe in 
politics she was pragmatic and politics is 
like that. When I had not come to the 
Seventh Lok Sabha, from a distance I had 
watched Mrs. Indira Gandhi. On econo­
mic issues with which the country was 
faced, particu)arly science and technology, 
I found-when I was not in the Parliament 
and also when I was in the Parliament­
that she exhibited a kind of child-like 
sincerity, when she came to discuss science 
and technology; and when she talked of 
pollution, she expressed a kind of anxiety 
by saying that our cities and the country­
side should be free of pollution. I men­
tioned particularly science and technology 
because in tbat field I found she was 
idealistic like her great father. 

In the international arena, as Chairman 
of the NAM and as champion of world 
peace and international understanding, she 
brought dignity to India; and if she inherited 
a great India, she left it as a greater India. 
Unfortunately, for us, some of the enemies 
of the people, vested interests, tried to 
draw a wejge between the National Con­
ference and Mrs. Indira Gandhi, but I can 
assure this House that tbe National Con­
ference led by Dr. Farooq AbduJlah and 
his colleagues, all of us, held Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi in the highest esteem; and the 
mourning in the Jammu and Kashmir State 
was led by no other person than our 
mother Begum Sheikh Mohammed 

Abdullah. 

At this point of time when Mr. Rajiv 

Gandhi deserves sympathy and support 
from all sections of people and at this point 
of time when Mr. Rajiv Gandhi has already 
started very wen. let us hope that he will 
take India to greater heights of progress 
and prosperity, 

SHIH PIYUSH TIRKI (Alipurduar): 
Sir, the House feels the absence of Mrs. 
Gandhi. She has attained a lustrous posi­
tion for herself and her country. She was 
proud of herself, proud also of her family, 
but proudest of all in so far as the dignity 
and the greatness of her country was con­
cerned. She always fought valiantly against 
communalism and pHrocbiaJism and became 
a symbol of national unity and integrity. 
In the international field Shrimati Indira 
Gandhi earned great reputation, as a pro­
tagonist of peace and organiser of the Non­
aligned movement. She always voiced the 
problems and demands of the third world 
countries and advocated strongly the idea 
of a new international economic order in 
favour of the developing countries. 

Indira Gandhi was the darling of seventy 
crore people of India. She was referred 
to as UDurgadevi," "Indira Amma," 
"Mother India," "India's Joan of Arc" and 
what not. She was the strongest political 
figure in the world who was also considered 
the most powerful woman and intellectual 
genius tbe world has ever known. She 
stood like a pillar to face any and all even­
tualities and vagaries of destinies or come 
what may. 

The loss cannot be expressed in any words 
measured in any breadth and fathomed in 
any depth. The death reads a sad apathy 
in the form of long sorrow. No words are 
strong enough to condemn the heinous 
crime of assassinating her. 31st October. 
1984 was the blackest day in the history 
of India when Shrimati Indira Gandhi was 
assassinated by two of her personal security 
guards in the lawns of her residence. 

Sir, she ha(! often talked of SOCialism. 
She could not fulfil that task. I hope our 
young Prime Minister will go ahead to get 
our country towards socialism and though 
there are so many difficulties ahead, I hope 
that be will be able to face them and 
shoulder the responsibility. 
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I pay homage to the departed Prime 

Minister and recall with gratitude her abid­
ing service to the nation, on behalf of my 
party the R.S.P. and on behalf of my­
self. 

SHRI EBRAHIM SULAIMAN SAlT 
(Manjeri) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the 31st Octo­
ber. 1984 was the darkest day in the history 
of free India when Shrjmati Indira Gandhi 
our former Prime Minister fell to the bulle~ 
of a savage as.,assin. This was an assassina­
tion, most terrible and also at the same 
time most deplorable. This was a tragedy 
when the entire nation stood shocked and 
dazed. Nobody couJd have dreamt that 
such a tragedy would take over the country 
on that dark day. Indeed, I am at a loss 
to find words to adequately express the 
grief and sorrow felt by the entire nation 
at this great national tragedy. I can only 
say that her dedication to the country was 
total and her contribution towards solidarity 
and progress was unparalleled. She was a 
towering personality in tbe comity of 
nations and c;he enjoyed admiration and 
respect not only of tbe people of India but 
the entire world. Her assassination, there­
fore, is a great irreparable Joss not 
only to our country but to the entire 
world. 

I am reminded here of an Urdu couplet 
which describes tbe situation correctly. 

Ai bagbane gulshane hasti yeh kya 
kiya ? 

Jane chaman tha gul jo, wohi tu ne chun 
liya. 

Permit me to say that my relations with 
Shrimati Indira Gandhi had been very 
cordial for the last more than 15 years. I 
must say that she bad always a great consi­
deration for my Party, the Indian Union 
Muslim League. No doubt. the bereave­
ment of Shrimati Indira Gandhi is an 
irreparable loss not only to me and my 
Party but to the entire nation. 

Shrimati Indira Gandhi was great in her 
life. At the same time, in her death also 
she was great. Such personalities are not 
born always. They are born once in 
(;cDtury. 

Hazaron Saal Nargis Apni benuri pe rot; 
hai 

Badi mushkil se hOla hai cham an men 
didavar paida 

Now, our new dynamic young Prime 
Minister has taken over the responsibilities 
in a very critical period. After this great 
tragedy, he has also got the massive man­
date of the people. He has got a very 
great responsibility to discharge. In this 
hour, while conveying my condolences to 
him and the entire nation, I wish him all 
success in taking the country towards peace 
and progress. As far as my party is con­
cerned. I offer all roy cooperation. 

[Tran.Tlatiorl] 

SHRI CHANDUPATLA JANGA 
REDDY (Hanamkonda): Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, not only in India but in the whole world 
there is nobody who can fiJI tbe vacuum 
which has been created by the assassina. 
tion of Smt. Gandhi. If we ponder over 
the qualities of Smt. Gandhi, we would find 
that she was a bold lady. After the split in 
the Congress in 1978, those who had desert. 
ed Mrs. Gandhi joined her again because 
she was the main force behind the 
Congress. 

It is only because of the influence of Smt. 
Gandhi that the MPs. of Congress (1) have 
been elected to this House even after her 
passing away. Indiraji glorified India and 
its history and we can never forget all that 
she did for the poor people of the world 
through non-aligned movement. 

I, on behalf of my party the B.J.P. and 
on my own behalf pray that Smt. Gandhi~s 
soul may rest in peace and we convey our 
condolences to her son, Shri Rajiv Gandhi. 

[EngliJh) 

SHRI AMAR ROYPRADHAN (Cooch 
Bebar) : On behalf of my Party, Forward 
Bloc, with sorrow and anguish I rise to 
join you to pay reo::.pect and homage to the 
great m~mory of Mrs. Indira Gandhi, who 
was assassinated in her own house by ber 
own securitymen. 
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[Shri Amar Roypradhan] 

In Indira Gandhi we lost a great and 
courageous person of our time. We might 
have fundamental differences with Mrs. 
Gandhi on ideology. We might differ with 
h8r on political and economic point of 
view. But nobody can deny that she made 
a supreme sacrifice for the cause of the 
nation. She was assassinated and she 
becaroe shaheed. 

I do not forget those days of Bangladesh 
movement and the role of Mr~. Gandhi in 
support of the movement. Mrs. Gandhi's 
name cannot be wiped out from the founda­
tion of Bangladesh. 

We cannot forget her distinct role in the 
non-alignment and her positive steps for 
world peace. I once again pay respect and 
homage by quoting a few lines from her 
favourite song, the Ravindra Sangen : 

Jadi tor dak sune keo na oase 
Tabe ekla chalo reo 

If nobody responds to your clarion calJ, 
then alone go ahead. 

SHRI GEORGE JOSEPH MUNDAC­
KAL (Muvattupuzba): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
also share the feelings expressed by the other 
hone Members of this House. The assassina-
tion of Shrimati Indira Gandhi is indeed 
a great national calamity and shock to the 
peace-loving people of this country. Her 
martyrdom has put. her in the pinnacle of 
slory and international tribute. She 
always stood for and fought for the national 
freedom, integrity and unity of our country. 
1 would like to mention that we, the mino­
rities, especially the Christian community, 
have been deprived of tbe great champion 
of our riahts. After her 1977 defeat, she 
came to power with glory like phoenix from 
ashes. For centuries we have to wait to 
get a Prime Minister like her t with affection 
and ability. I, on my own behalf and on 
behalf of my party, Kerala Congress, ex­
press roy deep sorrow and sympathy over 
the untimely death of our great leader 

Sbrimati Indit a Gandhi. 

[Translation] 

SHRI SULTAN SALAH UDDIN 
OWAISE (Hyderabad): Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
on behalf of my party /tihadul Alusalmeen, 
I associate myself with tbe Obituary Resolu­
tion moved here on the death of Shrimati 
Indira Gandhi. Death is an inevitable 
denouement of the drama of life. But the 
good deeds of a person during his or her 
life-time leave footprints for others and 
he or she is remembered for the same. 
Mrs. Gandhi bas left an imprint on the 
bearts of the Indian people by the achieve­
ments she made during her regime. She 
gave India an opportunity to earn a name 
in the world. 

I remember the days when there were 
serious riots in Hyderabad. Mrs. Gandhi 
herself came to Hyderabad accompanied 
by the Chief Minister to visit the riot­
affected areas. In spite of the fact that her 
security personnel had told her that it was 
dangerous for her to Jand there, Mrs. 
Gandhi landed tbere without any hesitation 
and consoled the people there. Then 
~he visited each and every place where 
peopJe were affected by the riots. 

I associate myself with the sentiment~ 

that have been expressed in this House and 
I am sure that her son would accomplish the 
task left unfinished by her. I hope that 
her successor and son Rajiv Gandhi would 
pay attention toward., solving the difficul­
ties and problems of the Muslim minority 
in the same manner as his mother did. 
Keeping 10 view the situation through which 
Andhra Pradesh is passing, he should give 
his special attention to it and keep the 
memory of hiS mother alive for ever. 

tEn,lish] 

MR. SPEAKER: I think the House now 
agrees with the resolution unanimously. 

The Resolution was adopted. 

MR. SPEAKER: Now, the Members 
may stand in silence for a short wbile. 

The Members then 3tood in silence lor a 
short while. 
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MR. SPEAKER: The House will now 
adjourn to meet again at 11 O'Clock on the 
18th January, 1985. 

14.56 hrs. 

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Ele,en 
of 'he Clock on Friday_ January 18, 

1985/Pausa 28, 1906 (Saka). 
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