Need to confer Bharat Ratna to Dr M.S. Swaminathan, posthumously and
renaming of Indian Council for Agricultural Research in his name.

SHRI KODIKUNNIL SURESH (MAVELIKKARA): Sir, the famous and a well-known
agricultural scientist, Padma Vibhushan awardee, Dr. M.S. Swaminathan passed
away about three months back in Chennai.

Sir, the country is very much aware about Dr. M.S. Swaminathan?s contribution in
our agricultural sector as well as self-sufficiency in food security. But at the same
time, the NDA Government chose to disrespect the legend when he passed away as
the Government did not accord any rightful honour or pay tributes or mark respect
to Dr. M.S. Swaminathan, and displayed their arrogant and ungrateful attitude
towards a great scientist. The Government also did not send a proper
representative of the Union Government to be present throughout the funeral
function in Chennai. His family belongs to my Parliamentary constituency,
Kuttanad. He has made a great contribution to the agricultural sector in Kerala
also. So, I demand, through you, at least now the Government must take steps in
granting the rightful honour to Dr. M.S. Swaminathan by awarding him the citation
of Bharat Ratna posthumously. Further, Dr. M.S. Swaminathan?s life-size statue be
erected in the Parliament Building along with a portrait installed in the Central Hall.
Also, I suggest that the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) be re-named
immediately as M.S. Swaminathan Institute of Agricultural Research. The
Government must rectify its mistake and honour Dr. M.S. Swaminathan for his
extraordinary contribution to Indian agriculture and in ensuring food security
which is considered as the pillar of the nation.

With these words, through you, I would urgently like to invite the attention of the
Government to the contributions made by Dr. M.S. Swaminathan. The country
cannot ignore him. So, hon. Ministers are here. ? (Interruptions) Hon. Cabinet
Ministers are here. ? (Interruptions) Smriti Irani ji, Dharamendra Pradhan ji and
Anurag Singh Thakur ji are here. ? (Interruptions) So, you are ignoring ?
(Interruptions)

AT GHTUf: HUAT 3TT AR &8 S18Y |

? (aYr)



THE MINISTER OF WOMEN AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT AND MINISTER OF
MINORITY AFFAIRS (SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI): Sir, I take huge exception
to my name being called out without substance and without information by the
hon. Member. ? (Interruptions) Secondly, Sir, I am sure that once the Member lays
the issue at hand on the Floor, the appropriate Minister will respond. ?
(Interruptions)

SHRI KODIKUNNIL SURESH (MAVELIKKARA): Who is the appropriate Minister? ?
(Interruptions) The Agriculture Minister is not there. ? (Interruptions)

SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI: But I would tell, through you, Sir, that the hon.
Member not to be in a spiteful position just because his Party has faced a
humiliating defeat just yesterday after the election results were announced. ?
(Interruptions)

AT GHTURA: @i, 9 S8y | 39l & fawa &t difeifeerar 399 #d a1y |

? (aaYr)

A FATUld : 2t SaifaHyg € @gar ? Sufed =8t |
? (aaYr)

AT G9TUfd @ 8ff s¥d HAR deT S |

? (aaYr)

At SR AR aree (wfden) : W, # ggi gg fawa 36 e =gt foh awf 2019 # & e
&3 Sft & 550 ITeT o TIYRT UR 59 AR hl a¥th O ? (FIY™)

AT GUTUfd : AgH, st 98d HAR UeT Sit S B 8 |
? (aaYm)
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