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LOK SABHA
Friday, May 29, 1964/Jyaistha 8, 1886
(Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the
Clock.

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair]

OBITUARY REFERENCE -

DEMISE OF SHRI JAWAHARLAL
NEHRU

The Prime Minister, Minister of Ex-
terna] Affairs, Minister of Home
Affairs and Minister of Atomic
Energy (Shri Nanda): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, we meet today under the shadow
of a grievous and overwhelming loss.
An unparalleled tragedy hag over-
taken us. The whole nation is in a
state of shock and everywhere men,
women and children are numb with
a deep sense of personal loss. I con-
fess, 1 find it difficult to speak on this
occasion,

Parliament has met to-day to pay
its homage to the memory of Shri
Jawaharlal Nehru, He had returned
in time to be present at the opening
of Parliament on Wednesday, but this
was not to be. No words of ours can
express our grief at the passing away
of our beloved leader, The whoie
world shares this grief and at this
moment the words of sympathy which
have come to us from lands far and
near are & real solace. Jawaharlal
Nehru belonged to all mankind as
much as to India. Through India he
served humanity, and to him India’s
problems and aspirations were part of
mankind’s struggle for freedom, for
peace, for social justice, for human
values and the dignity of man.

He helq aloft the torch of freedom
given to him by the Father of the
Nation. He gave new content and
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direction to the national purpose,
pursuing through every storm and
stress the truth which Gandhiji had

taught, that right means shall triumph
to the very end.

No words of appreciation, no tribute
that we can pay can do justice to
Jawaharlalji, to all that he was, to
all that he did during his lifetime He
filled the whole horizon of India for
so many years, that to be without
him is to feel a sense of bewilder-
ment. For him, national freedum and
independence were a fragment of a
larger vision for the future andg so,
this great leader of our days of the
freedom struggle, became the great
architect of Free India: Through seven-

teen years of utterly dedicated and
selfless service, so unique in every
way, Jawaharlal Nehru created the

New India. He moulded India’s
thoughts ang aspirations and symbo-
lised the heart of the country. the
heart of the millions of India, In his
person, he embodieq their ideals, their
yearnings and struggles. He gave them
faith and strength and lighted up new
paths. He has left us a noble heritage,
the like of which has no parallel, He
spent himself in the service of Indix
and of all humanity, and his life itsel?
holds a precious and enduring mes-
sage for many a generation la come.
I hope and pray that we of this gene-
ration, to whom he gave ali that was
humanly possible, will nrove werthy
of the heritage ang the igeals he has
bequeathed to us.

He has left us at a critical
juncture in the life of the nation and
of the world. The great principieg for
which he stood and tne policies based
on them in the national and iuter-
national sphere will continue to be
our sheet anchor. We find ourselves
face to face with great responsibilities.
The people, I am sure, will rise to
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[Shri Nanda]

the occasion. This Parlianient em-
bodies the will and the miné of the
people of India, I hope wo shall all
bend our energies to the building up
of India, to the establishment of a
just social order and to the consoli-
dation of our freedom and democracy
and, thus, fulfil the goals lai' for us
in our Constitution. This will be our
best tribute to the memory of Shri
Jawaharlal Nebru

In hig view of democracy and the
functioning of Parliamentary institu-
tions, he placed the greatest stress on
the nation moving forward as a whole
and, therefore, on securing a national
consensus. But as he himself said, if
the masses of the Indian people were
to be able to lead a goud life, this
was intimately tied up with, and
depéndent on, the maintenance of
world peace. Peace was, therefore, of
paramount importance ard an essen-
tial pre-requisite for national pro-
gress. The existence of less developed
ang poverty-stricken nations or peo-
ples wag itself an abiding danger to
the maintenance of peace. Thus, his
own labours in India were part cf the
larger aim of building up a liberated
numanity. This common tioread gave
unity to all his work and thinking.

The homage we pay today is, for
us all, an act of rededication to the
service of our people and to the
jdeals for which Jawaharlalji labour-
eq with singular devotion through all
his life.

India is proud of Siri Jawaharlal
Nehru, India is grateful to him. We
shall strive to fulfil his mission.

May I, Sir, add one word more. At
this moment our hearis go out in
sympathy and affection for Shrimati
Indira Gandhi. For her devotion and
loving service to her father the
nation is in debt to her. We share
her sorrow intensely and wish her
strength and courage. We extend
our heartfelt sympathies to all mem-
bers of the bereaved family.
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Shri H. N. Mukerjee (Calcutta Cea-
tral): Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behalf of
the Communist Party in Parliament
and on my own behalf, I join in try-
ing to express our sorrow which is
truly inexpressible at the passing
away of Jawaharlal Nehru.

Death, the necessary end, will come
when it will come. Yet the void that
has descended upon us will never be
filled. This Parliament and our coun-
try is a bleak and desolate place to-
day without Jawaharlalji and the loss
of so many of us who loved him
dearly cannot bear speaking about. I
fear it will take some time to collect
ourselves.

I need not refer to the story of his
life. His magnificent role in the fight
for our freedom when he was the
ido! of India’s youth, his unique grip
on world perspectives which made him
realise the link between our fight and
the fight of oppressed peoples in Asia,
Africa and elsewhere, his dedication
to secularism and democracy and
people’s well-being which drew him
strongly towards socialism, economic
planning and world peace;—all this
and more, is a matter of record, an
open book which was his life, and in
which, whatever our differences, was
in India have all gloried.

A very human and fallible but in-
variably noble anq incessantly active
life has come to an end. He was too
often lonely but no man in politics
has perhaps ever been so beloved.
India had clasped him to her heart
where his place for all time is secure.

There have been and are formidable
figures in world politics, most of them
verhaps big in bulk rather than in es-
sence, Jawaharlal was different and
of a finer grain. He had charity in the
sense in which St. Paul spoke about
it to the Corinthians. Even more, he
had the quality of cowpassion which
the Buddha had taught us and these
are qualities which we hardly see
in any other personality that we can
think of.
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He wag the architect of free India,
if any single man can be called so. He
achieved many positive things for his
country and for the world. But his
tenure of unchallenged power has
not been a mere Succesg story. He
leaves crucial tasks and difficult pro-
blems unsolved. But he has fought,
as no man has fought in his time,
for sensibility and neighbourliness at
home and abroad, qualities without
which our distracteq world cannot go
ahead, qualities which 1 hope we shall
always cherish.

Who but a Jawaharlal could say in-
delible things with a beautifu; simp-
licity that none else can match? Who
but he coulq say, as he did some time
back, regarding the twin evilg of po-
verty and war, that the tears of man-
kind today could fill the seven oceans?
Who but Jawaharlal carrigd in his
mind and heart that sense of ache
which made him, as a true Indian
should be, the world’s kin—Vasu-
dhaiva kutumbakam.

Work wag the only worship he car-
e4 for, and he has died, as he wished
to, in harness, unto the last. He has
gone, but life flows on, and his spirit
calls on us to sheq mere sentiment
and sloth. Let all people of good-will
join to give effect to the best in his
legacy—the struggle for a new India,
rid of the blight of poverty and su-
perstition and the vulgarising taint of
Big Money, happy in umty and in the
pride of achievement, and active in
the tasks of world peace and well-
being.

Let us pledge ourselves that if re-
vivalism and reaction try to exploit
his no longer being at the helm, we
shall spare no effort to defeat them.

His successors have a difficult task,
for his sceptre was the bow of Ulysses
which could not be drawn by any
weaker hand. We shall all help if
Shri Nanda and his colleagues imple-
ment the policies for which Jawahar-
lalji had an unceasing passion—ad-
vance towards sociulism, dynamic
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non-alignment, friendship with coun-
tries that have suffered like ourselves
so that India could find her rightful
place in a world without war,

We have lost a gem of a man, a
man who never stooped to pettiness,
who brought more than the breath of
poetry and of historic vision to the
tasks of politics, a lover of children,
of animals, of light and laughter, a
gentle Colossus wno no longer strides
the Indian scene.

Jawaharlalji is dead, but he will
live as long as our India endures.

Shri Ranga (Chittvor): This is an
occasion when we can anly remember
all that was good in our belovej fri-
end, all that is great, that has come
from him. Some of us have had the
privilege of working with him for the
past forty years, if not more.

On behalf of Rajaj., his seniormost
colleague and comrade, the Swatantra
Party and myself, I wish to place on
record not only our appreciation of
the great leader but also our sense of
loss on this occasion to our country
and to the world.

Jawaharlalji had come into a great
heritage left to him by Mahatma
Gandhi. He proved an able and sincere
follower and colleague of Mahatma
Gandhi, worked with him and led us
all in our struggle against world im-
perialism and helped to make India’s
struggle for freedom a spearhead of
the world struggle for freedom all
over. To him was given the opportu-
nity to see, help, assist, guide and ulti-
mately achieve, in co-operation with
all other national leaders, the end of
one phase of imperialism and the ad-
vent of freedom of all peoples all
over the world. In that success India
gloried, and India felt gratalul to this
great man who uspd all his influence
ang power as the Prime Minister of
India in achieving that happy consum-
mation.

On the world front, he worked for
peace according to his lights, and for
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[Shri Ranga]

a long time, most of u; agreed with
him and helped him too, and he achi-
eved great results. The United Nations
would bear testimony to the contribu-
tiong that he has made in that direc-
tion.

When it came to our cwn country,
it was his task to decide whether he
should try to mould our people and
their lives and help i(nem in their
march towards happiness and prospe-
rity through democracy or dictator-
ship. He chose the democratic means,
and he remaineg consistently loyal to
democratic processes. Many orher peo-
ple, great in themseives and in their
countries, could not maintain these
democratic processes in their own
countries, but he cuntinued during all
this long period of 17 years of his
Prime Ministership and one year more
of power, to remain a democrat, to
help us develop dernocratic processes
in this country, and it will be certain-
1y a privilege for many of my friends
on that side who have been his col-
leagues on the Treasury Benchea. He
has made it an equally great privilege
i* I may say so, for us who are of
the Opposition to remain in the Op-
position Benches and piay our role,
criticising, appreciatling, condemning,
applauding various things that he and
his Government made themszlves res-
ponsible for during 2l these years.

For quite a long time it would ke
difficult for us to reconcile ourselves
to the fact that he would not be there.
For more than 17 years, whenever we
thought of Parliament, we thought of
him being seated there. Even during
these tortuous weeks of his illness,
when it was not pcssible for him to
come to the seat there, we thought
we had him there, we could have him,
whenever he felt like it, certainly he
would come back to us. Now, that
hope is gone, and our presence here
almost becomes a burden, a painful
experience. Indeed, I had Dbegun to
feel like that even while he was +here,
trying his best, in his- own characte-
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ristically heroic manner, to rise with
all the strength that he could com-
mand and give us the answers that
we could ask for. I will not say we
were always charitable to him, suffi-
ciently, adequately; yet, we used to
admire that man rising in that place,
with all that weakness pulling him
down; he had the strength, greatness
of spirit keeping him up there, It is
indeed a great privilege and experi-
ence for us to have heard him for
nearly one hour during the last ma-
rathon speech that he had made in
this House.

Thereforz, many thing; we have tc
say, we had to say in criticism of his
policies; they are ihere cy record, He
had many things to say about us and
to us also; they are also on record.
These records couid not have been
there and such records would not be
there in a large part of the world
where there is no democracy; they
could not have been there if it had
not been for his loyalty to the cause
of democracy. That stands to his
eternal credit.

This is an occasion when I do not
know—I appreciate the charity with
which you were good enough to give
us yesterday’s recess—whether we can
really discharge our duties as effec-
tively as we should, with al] the ferv-
our and verve associated with parlia-
mentary life ang whether wz should
continue this session, We were to have
met in August and we (ould have met
in August but fate willed it that he
should insist that we should meet now
and we met just on the day when he
was to go away from us ali, ‘o witness
that unhappy event. Therefore, 1
would like my colleagues to consider
whether we should not, wiether the
interim Government and the new Gov-
ernment to come in, the new leader-
ship to come in, whether we should
not, all of us, give ourselves some
time before we come back to our la-
bours in the House in the manner in
which Jawaharlalji would have liked
us to continue. Thank you.
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Shri Surendranath Dwivedy (Ken-
-drapara): Mr, Speaker, on this occa-
sion, on behalf of the Praja Socialist
Party and myself, t¢ pay our respect-
ful homage to the great leader, Pan-
dit Jawaharlal Nebru ana express our
profoung sense of grief. With his de-
mise, a natural leader is gone. He
was not only the leader of the Mouse;
he was a leader of millions of people
all over the world. He was essential-
ly a man of peace, a great living de-
mocrat. Sir, he was not only the
architect of Indian freedom but he
‘brought into the freedom struggle a
wider vision and a broad outlook and
always worked for an international
‘brotherhood. He was greatly responsi-
ble in this country for bringing this
new outlook and even after freedom
when he became the leader of the
‘Government it was his earnest
endeavour to see that these poli-
cies guide our action and all
activities of Government as such.
His great personality brought a
new dignity and respect for the
entire nation. We no more find
him in this House cr in this world to
lead the entire humanity for the great
purpose and objective he had in view.
He haq great respect for parliamen-
tary institutions and being a believer
in democracy he has established cer-
tain traditions which 1 feel will zuide
our future greatly for the betterment
of the country as a whole. We have
often, in the opposition, quarrelled
with him; we had disagreed with some
of his policies pursueq as leader of the
‘Government. At ihe same time there
was something unexpressed --1 cannot
express that feeling—there wags some-
thing common, something of a belong-
ing, as if we are one. That sense of
belonging was something which was
very necessary at a period when the
entire democratic life of our country
was growing and it will be difficult
for anybody to give this country that
sense of belonging which can make
‘the entire nation work tngether for
upholding the great ideals which he
cherished.

At this hour, a great democratic na-
tion whose foundation has been laid
by him has to live and prosper and it
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is for all of us here to work together
to uphold the ideals of democracy,
secularism, nationalisii and socialism
to which this country is pledged. I join
with the thousands of our counirymen
again in expressing our orofound
sense of grief at his death st this
hour.

=t o g (IAT) - osem
giey, g9q § & W omEd
F R F A q MR ¥ F oo v
Ft feawra wreaT % g gt st
A ¥ fag @ g §

A I WG W F & A
999 F gW A g § | T oaw
T wEeqr ¥ fw sl B & 9%
wgrafa afva #& § a9 78 9T |
STATETATA AT FY T § Jor F7 0T
TR AT gET § AR W wiEar ¥
FTRO T A AT AT AT AL T

deqfa & fase foasr framw
T 9 A F @I 9T FTATRATT T
wTRa &1 wgr e e, e, o
¥ fam &7 wge Tom o o 5K
AT S A g0 IR ARREA
qET g7 | W FRO WG @ T
qrqu AR 9A¥ el ¥ AT
gaT g1 Tgar 4T |

gaft 3 IaT w7 ¥ framr ¥
Fa |t swar gfte a9 & & frer
g7 7 o7 fomd w1 § wrlEar &
o N S T ¥ | ST e
WRGaY I F1 Mg qfod #T @
& I TET W AW E S o
qfame &7 % saf@ @ @ g
g ATEET & I AT gy
F qgq & fow g A Ay ¥ w7 H
qTEA TEAT W | ARG AT ¥ F
g A | FAGT T AT A A I
Ty ¥ forg 9o 3 ¥ AR 98 s
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[r g fere]
Y ATLIATAT F7 9 34T & T8 qHATH
A T FW Y | AT@ | ¥ TR
FAAT & I ¥ fAu AT € 5
3 Fg7 U fir wkg ¥ G ¥ IR
qHETd & q1% g w9 A0 F awer
T IAFT fagre ady 97 ¥ @AW ¥
T ™ q«T 47 |

AT F fay qqr wdw
A ¥ fay N ‘S’ ¥ 7 fazg @
fod oft oF e wfa @@ (cow
% fw) 70 a7 QA ¥ R @
! I ¥ A wgiwl 3 wiww @
W T A w3 W
T e} | T AR WS 97 ¥
TG 97 | WIS G agT T
¥ wie de fom s ¥ gAY
T §¢ & ¥ & gt s
FT A& §OR ¥ TG @ qH6W § |
HEAT A T A qeeqar qar saie
FT AT IR g fowar s wrea
T & F1or & fermfor & awar 2
oW IR wgta wfud FQ@ qwT aw
qg 37 Hooq FX 5 wRaEmr @
=t a1 U7 FET F i A s
FET § A g AT F oFar F wiws
¥ wfus g3z F5 T 1 A T
qgifa gt | &, T, q &
SO D ST ST #Y
WTHT S 63 HT, 3T T AT GG F]Y
Y SO R, QG AT F FTAE |

Shri Karmi Singhji (Bikaner): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, on behalf of the Indepen-
dent Parliamentary Group, we wish to
associate ourselves witn the profound
sense of grief felt by our countrymen
ang wish to pay our homage to our
most beloved departed Frimne Minister,
‘The passing away of our heloved lea-
der at this stage brings to an end a
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great epoch in the history of our
country. This was the time when we
needed a man like Pandit Nehru more
than ever before. But we must bow
to the will of God. Our beloved
Prime Minister, along with Gandhiji,
was a leading star in the freedom
struggle, and it is because of men like
Panditji that we today can breathe
the free air as free men of a free
country. It is difficult to reconcile to
the fact that so strong, so virile, so
great a man as the late Prime Mini-
ster coulq have departed from the
world ang left us alone today.

The seething inass of our country
paid a fitting homage to our late lead-
er yesterday. And it is a matter of
pride to us to know that people all
around the world have paid great ho-
mage to our late Prime  Minister.
There is no doubt that the late Prime
Minister was a world leader. The frct
that he was a world leader is a matter
of pride to every single Indian citi-
zen. But it is also a matter of pride
to the rest of the world that India was
able to give a Nehru to them.

Amongst the many qualities that the
late Prime Minister had, what to my
mind is standing out as something ex-
traordinary about him and which plac-
ed him head and shoulders above the
rest of his countrymen wag the fact
that he had a firm belief in the philo-
sophy of equality belween all huraan
beings which he respected all through
his life, He further believed strongly
in fairplay and justice and he display-
ed a burning spirit of agcommodation.
He believed in great humility and
kindness. His extreme sense of sacri-
fice and firm belief in truth and
honesty is indeed something to be
emulated by every other man in the
world. But he also taught us that
trust begets trust, that love begets
love. Above all, he taught us the
philosophy of secularism which we
need so badly in our country today.
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Prime Minister Nehru wag a prince
amongst men. He was a big man in
every sense of the term. Undoubtedly,
his physical body lived in a palatial
residence but his mind and thought
lived in the hovels of our poor people.
One of the greatest tasks before our
late Prime Minister wag the eradi-
cation of poverty. He lived and died
to give the people of our country a
fuller and better life. This task has
been left incomplete and it is now
up to us to face the challenge, work
unitedly and try to solve the problem
of poverty and give our people a
happier life.

For us, Members of Parliament. it is
indeed a matter of great honour that
we can claim to say that we sat in
this House as Members of Parliament
when that greatest of great men,
Prime Minister Nehru, was the leader
of this House, And I have no doubt
that this sense of pride is not only
shared by ug but will be shared by our
children and our children’s children
in the years to come.

Today we need unity more than we
ever did before. Our late Prime Min-
ister during the seventeen years that
he was Prime Minister and forty odd
years that he spent as a public man
taught ug how to unite; he taught us
how to face the most difficult situa-
tions if we stand uniteq as one coun-
try. I appeal to all my friends that
this is the time when we can unite
and show the spirit of our departed
leader that we can rise to the occa-
sion and that we can carry out the
work left undone by him.

India is a great country with great
traditions. India gave to the world
Buddha and Gandhiji. Today we
affectionately give to the world our
beloved Prime Minister Nehru. Prime
Ministers come and go but the like of
Jawaharlal may take centuries to see
again. It is because of this that we
Indians can rightly feel proud of the
fact that Jawaharla] was an Indian
citizen. I pray to the Almighty that
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He may rest the soul of our departed
leader in peace.

=t mifaw (wEwEER) - weuE
AR, WIF TR AT W ardy gfean
qfeT oft ¥ wEE F AMEHF T E
qe qfeq off F7 wEE™ g F a9
urETT AT ATafad. & T A
arfog g9 &Y | G|T T fF wreTw &
oy R R & 1 &9 9@ T9HTE A AR
dfeq ot #Y wrm-aT TF % @i,
Ny T frafr A am g

dfeq Y F1 o ¥ wolv@ &
T §, AU AR WAL WHT TH FT
ST T 1 ardfed Sy 980
& 9g=IT 4T, 9 e & awrd
o W oY | o9 gE /W W @ w
® aErd g §f, Y 78 99 A fr e
¥ 1 Tg Wit ot # gy Y T
# f mfvw ¥ AT 5T wage A
R I =AY, WA foaqr ¥ g aw
9 F N wiew 71 A aw ¥ gw
o ¥ A i i I w2 F
Y T2 =AY, A v F dfeq ofr @y
& e @ 1 dfeq f @7 few g
et ofiT gt # awe @ o
Rl ¥ ot w0, dfew o gRen
Iq F qFA® T9 W@ W @ a®
oy R f& ot e wv frarw
feq @ ¥ T &0

Tafy s dfeq o 7 & wx
I T ¥ T oA e owR
gl #Y FAT F & W e ¥
TR T W A F gt v
fraror s & o

ST FTHIR AT FMA TE g,
arafsa ST g F Y owe F e @ 0
a7 fofx smerd &1 e,
wfe & fag sasr sy ¥ fag 9
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[t afa)
TAFY TEATEI, W gEed, &R SN
‘g ¥ WEET F guTA ¥ o g
FE IA T |

gfeq St ¥ FOT AT FEW F WG
¥ T T A gUIR AT @T w1
IO § fram, Aoge A1 A &
aftg sWar @1 Safq F1 AT TR
g @ |

qEEl & ae afes ) T g
T S A @, AR AW § 3T F
0 FTH ¥ wewT faa § AR anfermite
¥ ot gt W fw @ 1 dfed S
FT & a7 5 AFARET A FIAAR
F fagra 9C I« ®< 0 F wfT &
F F1 AR qEET AMEC

mf W qeegaT ¥ faq Gz s
& fowr ¥ g agd feerwelt ) ) AR
a1g oA & fF 9@ 9T HT AT g,
@ w8 A & fga fammar o
AT § | o fr g oar 9w ¥
gw wfe & | W afe S
T femwa & g Jeear & fag
FT oFFT qwad fwar | dfed S )
F$ O ¥ I IAE ITAT TG, W
qg qEeqaT & AT 9% THA 3T @ |
dfem N & fewr § ag av f5 ofeam
& 19 $@ ST &1 T q1 79T ¢ |
FIET & IR F IFA T FT
N fr feger & @9 TR wHAH
Zhar g @ o e W odfea
mif & HEaR ¥ | ofe S @ ¥
fir firly 11 g & o7 el oY gy &
AT S O, 9% 4Td §9 TS
Fred AR A & g g arg av
TV EWIT | $6% o a8 guem qraa

<31
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qfsa St s A & arad )
AT @ | wT FeE I 96 | FEY
IAFT HFEH FHIT [T W4T | e A
F g #f TE) frar | AR g 8,
Ag IAFT T A0 | §H I F IO
JAY § 1 9T I draw T § AR
JAFT S 7T &, A fagr &, forasy
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Shri Manoharan (Madras South):
Mr, Speaker, Sir, on behalf of the

DMK Party in Parliament and my
beloved leader Shri C. N. Annadurai,
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I associate myself with the sentiments
expresseq by the hon. Prime Minister.

Nehru is dead; long live Nehru!
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Shri Muhammad Ismail (Manjori):
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the first,
great and historic Prime Minister of
independent India, the foremost fighter
in the battle of freedom led by
Mahatma Gandhi, and an able and
illustrious  statesman, thinker and
writer of worldfame, has passed away.
He was the brightest star in Mahatma-
ji’s galaxy of shining stars, and with
his versatile genius and many un-
common qualities of head and heart,
he devoted his entire life to the service
of the motherland, first to the all-
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absorbing and glorious fight for her
freedom under Mahatmaji’'s unique
leadership, and then to the consolida-
tion and strengthening of that freedom
after it wag achieved.

Panditji’s rare charm of character
and superb gentlemanly qualities, his
unbounded love of children, his un-
compromising and inspiring devotion
to the noble caus: of the uplift of
the poor and the oppressed and of the
toiling millions of the country, his
holding the balance oven for all sec-
tions and communities of the people
and his magnificient contribution to
the great cause of human freedom
and real peace in the world, have not
only endeared Aim deeply and in-
delibly: to the people of the country,
but have also earned the high appre-
ciation and admiration of the world
for him, and have solidly enhanced
the reputation of, and respect for, our
country in the world.

The departure of such a unique,
gifted and beloved leader from our
midst has caused a poignant grief
which is indeed inconsolable, and a
stunning loss which is really irrepa-
rable. With these words, I join
wholeheartedly in the tribute and the
homage paid to the departed leader
by the other hon. Members of this
House and also associate my party
with this homage and tribute.

Shri J. B, Kripalani (Amroha):
With your permission, Mr., Speaker, I
shall speak sitting.

The sorrow and the grief that we
have suffered at the passing away of
Jawaharlal is too poignant for many
words to be said on this occasion.
Yet it is but meet that we pay our
tribute of love and respect and hom-
age to the departed clear. My asso-
ciation with him wags of more than 45
years’ standing. Thousands of memo-
ries, therefore, arise in my mind to-
day. It was a great grief to me
throughout these years of Independ-
ence that I could not see, in several
things, eye to eye with him. Yet
our affection for each other remained
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as it was when for thirty years we
worked together,

He was brought up in the lap of
luxury but at the call of the freedom
fight for the nation, he abandoned all
the material comforts of his life and
associated with the lowly and the
lost of India. Only those who had
seen him before the Independence
movement and also saw him after-
wards can realise the great revolu-
tion that was worked in his life.

He was a valiant fighter, even a
reckless  fighter. He considered
liberty as the most precious gift from
God to humanity. When people lost

their liberty, they ceased to be
human. That was his idea. That is
in accordance with our scriptures

where it is said: the highest aim of a
man is freedom moksha. While
Jawaharlal was fighting for the
liberty of his people and his nation,
he was not unmindful of the libera-
tion movements that™were going on
throughout the world. I remember
when the Spanish Civil War was
going on he said that he felt like tak-
ing a gun and fighting with the inter-
national brigade that had been orga-
nised in free countries for saving the
liberty of Spain. If there had been
no freedom fight here, I have no doubt
that he would have joined that move-
ment because that movement was so
important that its failure, the failure
of that freedom movement in Spain,
gave a fillip to the Nazi and fascist
forces in Europe and ultimately
brought about the last world war. He
was, thereore, a very eminent citizen
of the world and he did feel the
burden of the world upon his
shoulders. After independence, Shri
Jawaharla] Nehru advocated the cause
of Indonesia and said that his Gov-
ernment would give all the help that
the Indonesians wanted to free them-

selves from the Dutch yoke. His
heart automatically went towards
the oppressed and8 the suppressed

peoples of the world in any quarter
of the globe, whether in Asia or in
Africa.
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12.00 hrs.

Not only was he concerned with the
freedom movement, but he had also
an idea like Gandhiji about what
free India should be. Of course, it
was not the same idea that Gandhiji
had. He had his own idea of what
free India should be. He wanted
that India should be modernised; he
wanted the people to have a scientific
spirit. He wanted to bring about
here an industrial revolution, after
the industrial revolution in the West.
This was a stupendous task. It was
a harder task than the fight for
national liberation. Such a social
transformation has been attempted in
history throughout the world by
methods that are cruel, arbitrary and
ruthless. But he wanted to bring
about this transformation by peaceful
methods, by non-violence and through
democratic ways. Whether it can be
so done or not, only time will show.
But he tried his best to see that
no violence was used. There were
no liquidations in his time as in
other ~countries. Because, above
everything else, he was humane and
he had been brought up in the best
traditions of liberalism and demo-
cracy.

It is to be seen how far the tasks
that he kept befofe himself are ful-
filled by the nation that grieves his
loss today. He was, as I said, a
citizen of the world. But in India, he
wanted the whole of this sub-
continent to be united. He wanted
our nation to be consolidated. He
wanted here a common citizenship,
without distinction of caste, creed,
religion or sex. Above all, he was a
friend of the minorities in India and
they always considered that whenever
they were in difficulty, he would
come to their help.

Today the task before the nation is
of unity and consolidation. That is
the biggest task and we will be pay-
ing the greatest tribute to his
memory: if we bend our energies to
that great task. More than any
other party, I as an qld Congressman,
can say that it is for the Congress to
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unite and consolidate itself before it
can unite and consolidate the nation.
I hope on thig sad occasion and in this
critical period they (the Congressmen)
will not fail the country.

Sir, our heart goes out in deep sym-
pathy to Shri Nehru’s daughter, Indu,
and the members of hig family. May
God give them the strength to Dbear
this great loss in patience.
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Shri Badrudduja (Murshidabad):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I pay my humble
tribute of tears, my Tespectful hom-
age to one of the greatest personali-
ties of the age, one who left a mark
behind never to be effaced by the
ravages of all times. There was
something so extraordinary and won-
derful about this great man who,
without any pretence to pomp and
power, could so effectively sway the
feelings of his countrymen in the
dark days of British imperialism snd
lure them into paths which ordinary
human beings would shudder to
tread. Some thing so arresting, so
fascinating about this great man who
created a néw orientation, a new urge,
new stirrings of life, in combination-
with a band of patriots, suffering,
struggling and bleeding and generat-
ing new forces in the country. which
ultimately led to the emancipation of
modern ‘India from British thraldom.

Great as a politician, great as a
political thinker, great as a scholar
with high scholastic attainments,
great as a patriot, greater still as a
humanist and nation-builder, he was
called upon by the Benign Providencs
to shoulder the responsibilities of
free India during the last séventeen
long years. Despite serious chal-
lenges, sharp challenges from various
quarters to the great values he rep-
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resented, to the great ideals for which
he lived and died—his anchor still
held—he forged ahead to an ever-
widening horizon of thought and
action, to a brighter destiny for India
in future.

Many great men in India and out-
side had sharp differences—political,
ang ideological—with this great man,
but none had the courage to dispute
his statesmanship, his political saga-
city and wisdom, his creative vision
and imagination, his great sacrifices
and services, his positive contribu-
tions to the political and social 1ife
of the country.

We miss him today; we miss this
great man, one of the greatest secu-
larists, one of the great men who
believed in democracy and the demo-
cratic ideals, one who identified him-
self with the burning aspirations of
India’s soul for freedom, for truth,
for liberty, for justice and for other
nobler considerations of human lfe.

Only three or four weeks back,
while paying my glowing tribute to
him for his anxious solicitude for the
welfare of the minorities and for
resolution of the desperate tangle
between Pakistan and India, I ap-
pealed to Providence that he might be
spared long to guide India’s destiny.
I said on that occasion: Our Prime
Minister has reached the evening of
life; the shadows of the evening are
fast raising in upon him, but before
he retires from the scene, may 1
appeal to him most fervently. to take
courage in both hands and put his
foot down upon the reactionary torces
that are fast rearing their head and
go down to history as a faithful
mariner who steered his ship accoss
the raging waves of discontent and
despair to a safe and hospitable shore.
But before the ship could reach that
hospitable shore, our faithful mari-
ner reached a far and distant shore
from which no traveller returns.
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We miss him today. The loss is
very great; the loss is irreparable.
It cannot be replaced in a century.
It is with the deep sense of sorrow
that I associate myself with the genti-
ments that have been expressed irom
all sides of the House and pay my
respectful homage once again to the
memory of one of the most magnetic
and illustrious personalities of the
age,

Shri Kapur Singh (Ludhiana):
Sir, as a representative of the Shiro-
mani Akali Dal, in this House, I
associate the Sikh people in the
mourning that is ours at the passing
away of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru,

The late Prime Minister was a
charismatic leader whose image coin-
cided with the image of India herself,
and even though the acclaim of the
present is not always the judgment
of the future, the future cannoi deny
him a prominent place in the gallery
of fame of the first half of the
twentieth century.

He was a sensitive and kind man.
He was a generous and indulgent
friend. He was a politician with a
broad vision and a statesman of no
mean order. Though some may have
carped at his intentions, his motives
none doubted, and his patriotism re-
mained above reproach at all times.
The impact of his political personality
extended much beyond the frontiers
of his native land, and by all stand-
ards, he was a highranking interna-
tiona] statesman.

His particular successes and failures
in the domestic field are not the irue
measure of his excellence and stature.
It is the quality of his mind and the
nature of his ideas that mark him out
as a modern man and a bridge that
spans the eternal India and the
modern world of science and indus-
try. Faith in the scientific ecpirit,
respect for the democratic process and
a tolerant humanism that questions
and doubts much, but positively be-
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lieves in little, were the hallmark of
his personality. He was truly a man
of his age and the new age which he
strove to inaugurate in the independ-
ent India was to be characterised by
scientific dynamism, democratic dia-
logue and secularism. For making
these forces prevail in India he
could have had many aides equal to
but none better than the Sikh people
with whom a true communication and
understanding evaded him. This
has been’ a loss, as much his as that
of the Sikhs and their countrymen.
May this no longer be so.

Sir, he has died full of honours and
full of achievements of a dedicated
life. In the words of Guru Nanak:

AT qAA XAt gF & F Fh0 7T q7@rAy

“It is the privilege of a true
and a brave man to die dedicated
to good causes.”

While mourning his loss, we recognise
his privileged position in life as well
as in death,

Shri A. K. Gopalan (Kaserged):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I join hon. friends
who have spoken before me in pay-
ing tribute to our departed leader. I
am one of those tens of thousaads of
youngmen whose politcal life was
shaped by the ideas which were pro-
pagated by him. It was under his
leadership that we developed our-
selves into political workers in the
struggle against Imperialism and for
freedom, democracy and social justice.
He has been, since then, the most
powerful leader of our National
Movement,

We, therefore, look upor h;s de-
parture as an irreparable loss to us.
This loss can be repaired only by
fighting stil] harder and more earnest-
ly to make the struggle for socialism
successful. I desire on this ocrasion
to pledge myself and my colleagues
that we would carry this fight forward,
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Mr. Speaker: It is with a sad and
bleeding heart that I rise to pay my
humble tribute to our beloved
Jawaharlal Nehru who has left for
his heavenly abode. The nation’s
beacon light has gone out and we are
plunged in a dismal gloom. Words
fail to express the tremendous loss
which the nation hag suffered. The
loss is beyond repair.

For the present, it is difficult to
conceive of this House without Jawa-
harlal. From my personal experience,
I woulq say it was a pleasure to see
him enter the Lok Sabha. He whould
walk to his seat with elegance. He
would show the utmost respect to the
Chair. He was the first to rush to
the House when the quorum or the
division bell was rung provided he
was in the precints of the Parliament.

While in his seat, Jawaharlal used
to follow the discussions ocarefully
though sometimes he appeared to be
engrossed in his file work, His ans-
wers to questions were considered and
full of information. He was always
eager to give the fullest information
and many a time supplementeq the
answers given by other Ministers if
he thought the information was not
adequate. He possessed detailed in-
formation about the whole adminis-
tration and was never hesitant to
share it with the Parliament. Pandit
Jawaharlal kept certain standards and
has left many wholesome traditions in
democracy. It would be difficult to
find a greater democrat than Jawa-
harlal. He coulq listen to criticisms
of his own self with patience and
tolerance and could reply without
rancour. In his person he symbolised
the country’s past greatness, its pre-
sent struggle and its future ambitions
and aspirations.

Jawaharlal hag been snatched away
from us at a very critical period in
our history. We are facing external
threats and internal difficulties. We
needed him most at this moment. He
is not here to guide us but he has an
imperishable and abiding place in the
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heart of every Indian. Speaking of
Gandhiji, he observed that he had left
a picture in Indian minds and in the
ming of the present age which can
never fade away. This would equal-
ly apply to Jawaharlal himself. India
will always remember him who en-
deavoured with all faith anqd will at
his command to make this great coun-
try greater.

Nehru's span of life in this world
was one of dedicated service to the
nation’s relentless fight for freedom
and when freedom was achieved he
launched an equally grim fight against
economic and social ills which plagued
the Indian society.

It is somewhat of a vain attempt to
measure up with words a life so rich,
so filled and so momentous as Shri
Jawaharlal’'s which happened to coin-
cide with a crucial phase in India’s

history.

Néhru stood for the dignity of man
which to him was dearer than all the
riches of the world. His heart moved
out to the oppressed peoples beyond
our frontiers. He was ever in the
forefront of the fight against all sorts
of colonialism, political or economic.
He was a phenomenon that inspired
not only millions of Indians and gave
them an ideal and mission but he was
also symbol of Asian and African
nationalism inspiring and guiding the
peoples there groaning under the
yvoke ‘of imperialism. He championed
the cause of the down-trodden in the
international arena and his humanist
voice charged with passion was lis-
tened to with the deepest respect even
by those who viewed the situation
from a different angle. History yields
no parallel 'of a life of such immense
significance.

Jawaharlal Nehru was an architect
of the modern India and the whole
of his life was dedicated to the naticn
and he died as he certainly would
have liked to serving the causes he
cherished most. In his death, India
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has lost is great leader and a worthy
son of the world, one of its most
effective advocates of peace, justice
and dignity for man everywhere.

Jawaharlal was a great believer in
world peace; perhaps more than any
other worlg leader. He has given ex-
pression to man’s yearning for peace.
In his fearless pursuit of a world free
from war ang fear, he has served all
humanity. In this, he has left behind
a name which will be cherisheq by
all humanity in this war-torn world
and remembered with veneration by
generations to come.

We are too near the post-Indepen-
dence era to judge his record as
Prime Minister, but in the difficult and
tumultuous decade which followed
freedom and the tragic assassination of
Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru
was the steadfast guide and leader of
our people. We are sure that the
sign-posts which he has planted will
survive, more ' specially those point-
ing to democracy, secularism and
planned national living,

We mourn him; we shall always
mourn him, because we are human and
cannot forget our beloved leader. But
I know he would not like us to mourn
him in this manner, for, in his own
words, that is a poor way of doing
homage. The only way in which we
can pay our tribute to him is to
express our determination to pledge
ourselves, anew, to dedicate our-
selves, to the great task which he un-
dertook ang which he accomplished to
such a large extent.

There can be no better epitaph to
Nehru’s qualities of grantness and
humanity than what he himself once
said, namely:

“If any people chose to think
of me then I should like them to
say: ‘This was the man who with
all his mind and Theart loved
India and the Indian people, and
they in turn were indulgent to
him and gave him of their love
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most abundantly and extravagant-

1y’
We loved and respected him, and we
shall always cherish his memory and
revere and uphold the ideals he stood
for.

The void that his death has caused
is impossible to fill, and we may not
perhaps see the like of him for many
more years to come. We must, how-
ever, fing comfort in the thought that
he has already shown us the way and
his noble ideals and work will con-
tinue to guide and inspire us in the
difficult years ahead.

Méy his soul rest in peace, ang may
the nation have the strength and
unity to shoulder the responsibilities!

Shri Nanda: May I move:

“The Lok Sabha, meeting in the
shadow of the national calamity
of the passing away of our be-
loveq leader and Prime Minister,
Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, expresses

Obituary  JYAISTHA 8, 1886 (Saka)

Reference 17¢
its profound anguish ang grief and
declares its firm resolve to strive
for the ideals of world peace and
progress and national unity, soli-
darity and prosperity, to which he
dedicated himself throughout his
life.”?

Mr. Speaker: I think the House
agrees with this resolution unani-
mously. The Members may just
stanq in their places in silence for a
short while.

(The Members then stood in silence
for a short while)

The resolution was adopted wunani-
mously.

Mr. Speaker: The House will now
adjourn and meet again at 11 am.
on Monday, the 1st June, 1964.
223 hrs.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till

Eleven of the Clock on Mondny
June 1, 1964/Jyaistha 11, 1886
(Saka).
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