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Grand Total 475.83 855.37 535.61 398.90 250.12 798.82 614.35 0.58 3929.58 

(-) Figur.s indicat. adjustm.nts to b. made in respect of these EBslpower companies. 

Boosting of Export Ministry of Commerce is implem.ntlng sch.mes such as 

*52. SHRI PRITHVIRAJ D. CHAVAN : Will the 
Minisler of COMMERCE be pleased 10 stale: 

(a) whelherthe Government have formulated a policy 
10 boost the economy, particularly sagging exports; 

(b) if so, the details thereof; 

(c) whether Infrastructure financing, a critical output 
for boosting investment and reviving the exports has nol 
been given due attention in the policy announc.d recently; 
and 

(d) if so, the r.asons thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE (SHRI 
RAMAKRISHNA HEGDE) : (a) and (b) Policy revi.w is a 
continuous proc.ss and the Gov.rnm.nt have initiated a 
numb.r of poHcy Initiatives to booatth •• xport s.ctor which 
is Important sector of the economy. The .xternal trade 
Sector of India has be.n furth.r lIb.ralised after the changes 
Introduced rec.ntly In the new Exim Policy. The existing 
.xport incentive schem.s have be.n str.ngth.ned; 
proc.dur.s have b •• n further simplified and automaticity 
Introduc.d; sector-sp.cific issues are being address.d to 
d.al with sectorallnad.quacies to achi.v. a high.r growth 
.specially in agro & alli.d products, j.well.ry, garments 
and .I.ctronic sectors. Thethreshold limh und.rthe Export 
Promotion Capital Goods sch.m. has b.en r.duc.d to 
Rs. 1 cror. at the r.qu.st of the small scale s.ctor for 
c.rtain sector. and to Rs. 10 lakhs for software s.ctor. 
Int.r.st rat. on .xport cr.dit has b •• n r.duced to improve 
comp.titiv.ness. 

(c) and (d) Recognising that infrastructure at important 
locations is crucial and r.quir.s urg.nt attention, the 

the Export Promotion Industrial Park and Critical 
Infrastructure Balance Scheme for providing critical 
infrastructure at designated pressure points. Gov!. of India 
have been continuously addressing various issu •• 
concerning infrastrucutral development including financ. 
issues. 

Decline In Induatrlal Growth 

*53. SHRI R. SAMBASIVA RAO : 
SHRI SUSHIL KUMAR SHINDE : 

Will the Minister of INDUSTRY be pl .... d to state: 

(a) whether the rate of industrial growth and production 
has declined during January to April, 1998 as compared to 
the corresponding period dufing pr.vious year; 

(b) if so, the details thereof alongwith the reasons for 
decline and major sectors affected; and 

(c) the steps taken by the Government to improve the 
growth rate and productions? 

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY (SHRI SIKANDER 
BAKHT) : (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. 

The overall industrial growth rate in the months of 
January, February and March 1998 was 3.1"., 3.4% and 
2.1 % respectively as compared to 4.5%,2.8% and -0.7% 
respectively for these months in the previous y.ar. The 
rates of growth in February and March though low, were 
high.r than last year. The growth rate for April, 98 is Iik.1y 
to be c:omplled by June, 1998. 

The deceleration In industrial growth fa perceived to 
be the cumulative effect of many macro factore, which 
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include, subdued export growth, slow down in investment 
and sluggishne.s in d.mand. The sectors which were 
adversely affected are commercial vehlel .. , capital goods, 
sugar, st •• I, auto ancUlary, newsprint, sewing machines, 
• lectrical fans and leath.r and fur products. 

(c) The mid-y.ar r.views w.r. conduct.d to id.ntlfy 
are .. of conc.rn. As a consequ.nce, certain initiatives 
have been tak.n. Bank rat. has b •• n brought down by 1 
per cent and action has been initiat.d to incr.ase investment 
in Infrastructure sectors particularly, power, mining etc. 
This is expected to provide increased demand for the 
industrial sector. Dialogue will be continued with Industry 
Associations to id.ntify measures to stimulate growth. 

{Translation] 

Royalty rllla. or Coal 

·54. SHRI RAMANAND SINGH: 
SHRI G. GANGA REDDY: 

WHI the Minister of COAL be pleased to state: 

(a) the eatablished conventions to stipulate the rat.s 
of coal royalty; 

(b) wh.th.r the Government have rec.iv.d any 
repr.sentations regarding discrimination in distribution of 
coal royalty; 

(c) ilso, the d.tails ther.of; 

(d) wh.th.r the study group constitut.d to r.vi.w the 
royalty rates of coal had submitted it. report to the 
Gov.rnment in Sept.mber, 1997; 

(.) if so, the details of r.commendations 01 the study 
group; 

(f) whathar according to recommendation. of the 
atu~ group the new rate. were to b. notified by Octob.r, 
1997; 

(g) if so, the r.ason. for delay in notifying the 
recommended rate. within the stipulat.d time; and 

(h) the time by which n.w rat .. are .lIk.1y to b. 
notifiad? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF 
COAL (SHRI DILIP RAY): (a) Slnc.1968tha royalty rate. 
on coal have b •• n stlpulat.d on tonnage bull. 

(b) and (c) In addition to royalty on coal, sev.ral Stat. 
Gov.rnm.nts had in the put impos.d c ..... on coal. Th. 
Act. Impa.lng .uch c ..... had b .. n struck down by the 
Supr.me Court and the High Courta axc.pt in the cu. of 
WNt Bengal the e .. s Acts of the State are pending the 
dac:iaion of the Supreme Court. AI tha c ..... In W •• t 
B.ngalarelevl.d at a rat. much hlgh.r than the royalty on 

coal, the rat •• of coal royalty Introduc.d In August, 1991 
are continuing in the State of Welt Bengal. A repr .. entation 
from the Gov.rnment of West Bengal r.questing for the 
extension of coal royalty at the current rates has been 
r.ceiv.d . 

(d) to (f) The Ministry of C6al had constitut.d a Study 
Group on28.1.97tointeract with th. coal producing Stat •• 
and the consuming bodies and to submit a report on the 
matt.r for anlstlng the Gov.rnment In consid.ring a 
r.vision in the rat.s of royalty. It Is b.yond the purvi.w of 
the Group to suggest any sp.clfic date for the introduction 
of n.w royalty rat.s. Th. r.commendation. of the Group 
are und.r consid.ratlon of the Government. 

(g) and (h) Th. Min .. and Min.rala (R.gulation & 
Development) Act, 1957 do •• not contemplat. the 
automatic revision of royaltie. on minerals atter any 
sp.clfied period. How.v.r, it provides that no upward 
revision of rate of royalty with respect to any mineral can 
be done more than once during any p.riod of three y.ars. 
In fact in the decade 1981·91 the C.ntral Government did 
not revise the royalty rate. on coal at all. 

{English] 

Dlabendlng of FIPB 

·55. SHRI K.C. KONDAIAH : WHI the Minister of 
INDUSTRY be pleas.d to state: 

(a) wh.th.r the Gov.rnment ate considering 
disbanding of Foreign Invastm.nt Promotion Board (FIPB) 
and pref.rring c ... ·by-cas. approach In giving approval 
to foreign direct investment propOlals; and 

(b) if '0, the detaita th.r.oI and If not, the 1I&pa 
propos.d to b. taken to en.ure gr.at.r inflow 01 for.ign 
dlr.ct inv .. tment in Industri .. ? 

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY (SHRI SIKANDER 
BAKHT) : (a) No, Sir. No .uch propo.al II und.r 
con.ideration . 

(b) D.tailed guideMn .. forth. oonald.,." of ForalgA 
Direct Inveatm.nt (FDI) proposaia byth. FIPB are a1raady 
in plac.. Th. guide lin.. .ndeavour to provide a time· 
bound, tran'par.nt, non·dl.crimlnatory a .. d non· 
diKr.tlonary FDI regime to attract great.r InfIowa of for.lgn 
capital. 

Th. policy towarda FDI iI a dynamic on., which iI 
aim.d at progr ... Iv.1y Ib.rallling the FDI r.gim. with a 
view to .ncouraglng for.lgn Inv.atm.nta. 

Amount Collected through VOIS 

·56. SHRITATHAGATASATPATHY: Wilith. Mlnlater 
of FINANCE b. pl ... ad to Itata: 

(a) th.total amount collect ad through the Voluntary 
Dlacla.ur. of Incorn. Sch.m. (YO IS) during 1QQ7.Qa; 
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