129 Written Answers

(¢)  No, Sir.
(d) and (e) Do not arise.
Uneconomical Venture

3960. SHRI RAVI PRAKASH VERMA : Will the
PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a)  whether agriculture is becoming un-economi-
cal venture and leading to unemployment;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor; and

(c) the impact on green revolution and the step
the Government propose to take to remedy the situation?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
AGRICULTURE (SHRI SOMPAL) : (a) to (c) No, Sir. Agri-
cultuse continues to remain an economically viable ven-
ture as the value of output from agriculture has been
showing an increasing trend. The agriculture output which
was Rs. 56875 crore at constant prices in 1980-81 has
gone upto Rs. 89264 crore during 1995-96.The average
daily number of workers in agriculture and allied sectors
has also been registering an increasing trend. The number
of estimated average daily workers which stood at 1426
thousands during 1971 increased to 3999 thousands dur-
ing 1993. The green revolution in aggregative terms has
resulted in higher employment in agriculture.

Expansion of Telephone Exchanges

3961. SHRI RAMKRISHNA BABA PATIL : Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to state:

(a)  whether there is any proposal for the expan-
sion of telephone exchanges in Aurangabad District of
Maharashtra;

(b) - if so, the details thereof; and
(c) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI KABINDRA PURKAYASTHA) :

(a) Yes, Sir.
(b) Detai's are given in the enclosed Statement.
(c) Does not arise in view of (b) above.
Statement

Details of Proposal for Expansion of Telephone
Exchanges in Aurangabad District of Mabharashtra
subject to Supply of Equipment.

Pausa 2, 1920 (Saka)

S. No. Name of Exchange Net Expansion
1 2 3
1. Jatkwadi (Lasur) 436

2. Chittegaon 360
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1 2 3

3. Hatnoor 124
4. Vaijapur 640
5. Sillo 400
6. Aurangabad 4500
7. Chikalthana 3000
8. Gharkhed 3000
9. Harsul 2000
10. Waluj 1500

Profit of Telecom Department, Madras

3962. SHRI A. GANESHAMURTHI : Will the Minister
of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to state:

(a) the net profit of Madras telecom department
during 1997-98 and the amount paid to the Govaernment;

(b)  the percentage of profit utilised for opening of
New exchanges in the State;

() whether MTNL has utilised major portion of
their income on opening of new exchanges and improve-
ment of the telephone facilities in Bombay and Delhi;

(d) if so, the details thereot;

(e) whether the Government have recieved any
recommendation by the Government of Tamil Nadu in this
regard; and

(f) the reaction of the Government thereto?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI KABINDRA PURKAYASTHA) :
(a) and (b) The Department does not maintain unit-wise
individual Profit and Loss Account. The surplus generated
from all the units is augmented by other internal resources
such as depreciation, etc, which is then available for
funding in a common pool for the developmental activities
all over India.

(c) and (d) Yes, Sir. During the year 1997-98, for
opening of new exchanges and improvement of telephone
facilities etc. at Mumbai and Delhi, MTNL has incurred
Capital Expenditure of Rs. 912.54 crores which was en-
tirely met from the Internal resources. The details are
furnished below:-

MTNL for the year 97-98 (Fg. in Rs. Crores)

1. Total Income 4779.33

2 Loss Expenditure on Tax, 3850.17
Staff Licence Fee Dividend efc.

3. Retained Profit 929.16
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(c) and (f) Tamil Nadu Government had sought
improvement in telecom facilities and better attention to
investment needs. Steps have already been taken to
earmark funds for Tamil Nadu and Chennai Circles com-
mensurate with their developmental requirements.

Rehabilitation Schemes For Gulf Returnees

3963. PROF. P. J. KURIEN : Will the Minister of
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a)  whether the Government of Kerala has asked
for special assistance for rehabilitating the Guif returnees;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and
(c) the Government's reaction thereto?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRIMAT!I VASUNDHARA RAJE) :
(a) and (b) The Government of Kerala had requested the
Union Government to contribute a certain amount from the
"Emigration Clearance” fees and from the unclaimed se-
curity deposits collected by the Protectors of Emigrants to
set up a "Migrant Workers' Welfare Fund". This fund was
proposed to be used for the relief and rehabilitation of
workers returning to India after service abroad, and for
training, identification and preparation of projects,
infrastructural facilities, placement systems, etc.

(c) In response to the proposal, the Government
informed the Government of Kerala that there would be
legal and technical difficulties in utilising the funds gener-
ated by the "Emigration Clearance” fees and by security
deposits (which are refundable) for the benefit of persons
from just one State and that alternative schemes should
be examined. However, a proposal for the setting up of an
"Indian Overseas Workers' Welfare Fund" is under consid-
eration of the Government. Once this has been set up, it
would be possible to extend some financial assistance (i)
to workers who return to India due to disability during
employment abroad. and (ii) to families of workers who
may die during employment abroad.

STD/ISD/PCOs in Gujarat
- 3964. SHRIMATI BHAVNA DEVRAJBHAI CHIKHALIA :
SHRI JAYSINHJI CHAUHAN :

Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be
pleased to state:

(a) the number of Panchayats in Gujarat having
ISD/STD/PCO and Fax booths during the last year;

(b)  the total number of STD/PCO Fax etc. opened
in Gujarat during the said period;

(c) whether the Government have received any
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representation from the Gujarat Government to open new
STD/PCO/Fax and Telex facilities in the State particularly
in the rural areas;

(d) if so, the details thereof; and

(e) the time by which these facilities are pro-
posed to be provided?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI KABINDRA PURKAYASTHA) :
(a) During the last year no STD/ISD/PCO and Fax booths
were opened in Panchayats.

(b) During last year i.e. 1997-98 in Gujarat 3402
ISD/STD/PCOs and 17 Fax booths were opened.

(¢), (d) and (e) No representation has been received
from the Gujarat Government in this regard.

Solar Wind Diesel Hybrid System

3965. SHRI C. P. RADHAKRISHNAN : Will the
PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a)  whether projects for solar-wind-diesel hybrid
system for electrification is under consideration of the
Government; and

(b)  if so, the locations identified for setting up the
said projects?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
RAILWAYS, MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS, MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF PLANNING AND PROGRAMME IMPLE-
MENTATION (SHRI RAM NAIK) : (a) and (b) There is no
specific proposal under the consideration of the Govern-
ment for setting up of a solar-wind-diesel hybrid system
for village electrification. However, the design, develop-
ment and deployment of hybrid energy systems of various
kinds are being promoted through research and develop-
ment projects and soft loan schemes.

As per the existing policy, specific project proposals
are formulated by the States in accordance with the gen-
eral guidelines issued by the Ministry of Non-Conventioal
Energy Sources. Such proposals are examined on merits
for possible financial support by the Government, in addi-
tion, under a separate scheme the Indian Renewable
Energy Development Agency (IREDA), a Public Sector
Undertaking under the Ministry, provides soft loan assist-
ance for installation of hybrid energy systems, including
solar-wind-diesel energy based systems. At present there
is no application for seeking soft loan for solar-wind-diesel
energy based hybrid systems with IREDA.

Licence Fees Structures

3966. SHRI NADENDLA BHASKAR RAO : Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to state :
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