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India Intemational Trade Fair and North Eut Craft Fair, 
etc.; buides, the five emporiu or the Corporation located 
at ChMnai. Calcutta, Bangatore. Guwahati and ShlRong 
did their uaual marketing operation. 

Price of Rubber 

546. PROF, P.J. KURIEN: 
SHAI N.N. KRISHNA DAS: 
SHRI P.C. THOM~.s: 

WMI the Minister of COMMERCE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the price of Natural Rubber has steeply 
gone down; 

(b) If so, the price of Natural Rubber during the last 
thr .. yearl, month-wiae; and 

(c) whether any steps have b .. n taken to help the 
farmers 01 Natural Rubber who are in great distress? 

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE (SHRI 
RAMAKRISHNA HEGDE) : (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) A statement showing domestic and international 
price or Natural Rubberforthelaatthr .. years is enclosed 

(c) In order to arrest the declining trend in the price 01 
Natural Rubber (NR), the State Trading Corporation, on 
the directions of the Central Government have procured 
9596 Mra of Natural Rubber from the domestic market 
during 1997-98. To further improve the price situation of 
NR In the domestic market; the Government have recently 
directed the STC to procure additional 20,000 MTI qf 
Natural Rubber from the market. A ItUdy into the cost of 
production or NR has alao been undertaken for revising the 
Benchmark price of Natural Rubber. 

Price. of Rubber 

(Ra.lQuintal) 

Month India (RSS-4) International (RSS·3) 

2 3 1_ 
January 4273 4987 
February 4673 5388 
March 5195 S565 
AprH 5441 S640 
May 8047 5275 
June 6171 4759 
July 5231 4154 
Aup 4295 .tOO6 
September 4197 4370 
October 46N 4788 
November 4925 5498 
o.c.mber S6N 5503 
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Regulatory AUlhorlty to 0 ... _ FlMndIII Reforme 

547. SHRIK.S. RAO : Will the Mlnitterol FINANCE be 
pleued to atate: 

(e) whether there .. any praponl under conaiderillion 
of the Government for HUIng up of an autonolTlOUll new 
regulatory authority to ove,... the implement8t1on 01 
financial HC10r r"orma; 

(b) if ao, the data .. of the functlonato tt ... Igned 10 
the propoaed regula10ry authority IndictIIlng int.,-aM the 
nec.lity and the reMOnS fOf aettlng up or auch an 
authortty; and 

(c) thetm. by which the propoeed regulatory authority 
ia Iketv to be a .. up? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 
PERSONNEL, PUBLIC GRIEVANCES AND PENSIONS 
AND MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 
FINANCE (BANKING, REVENUE AND INSURANCE) 
(SHRI KADAMBUR M.R JANARTHANAN): (a) NOluch 
propoealle under conetderlllion at preeenI. 

(b) and (el 00 noIlriee. 
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