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Dry Land Crop Cafeteria at Indlan
Agricultural Research Institute

672. SHRI V. NARASIMHA RAO:
Will Minister of FOOD AND AGRICUL-
TURE be plased to state :

(a) whether a dry land crop cafeteria
bas been established at the Indian Agri-
cultural Researsh Institute ; and

(b) if so, the main features thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE,
COMMUMITY DEVELOPMENT AND
CQOPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHIB
SHINDE) : (a) Yes.
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(b) The ‘crop cafeteria® means the alter-
native crops which can be grown under dry
land conditions, A layout of the crop
‘cafeteria’ established at the Indian Agricul-
tural Research Institute is appended. The
cropping patterns included in the ‘cafeteria’
are based on the results of experiments.

Tk.e main feature of this system is that
it offers alternative crop which make the
most cfficient use of the rain water in Kharif
season and of the conserved soil moisture
during Rap: season. It will be seen that
an effort has been made to grow cereal foods
(Wheat, Barley, Bajra and Sorghum), pulse
crops (Arhar, Moong, Urad and Gram),
fodder crops (Sorghum) oilseed cash crops
(Soyabean, Sarson, Castor bean) and
industrial crop (Guar). The cropping
patterns included afford parison
the K harif crops, kaebi crops and between
Kharif cropping and Rabi Cropping.

Experiments under dry land farmiog
conditions have indicated that one of the
methods to augment farm incomes in the
rain fed areas is to specialise in the growicg
of the most efficient water users such as
bajra, arhar, among Kharif crops and Sarson
and barley during the Rabi season. Develop-
ment of high yielding and early maturiog
varieties of arhar intercropped with Urad
holds a promise for increasing the pulse
production in this country. Likewise,
growing of Castor beans, Guar and Soyabean
which are assuming importance as industrial
crops will be a source of cash to farmers in
rainfed areas.

Thuos, under constraints of production
inputs, development of ‘crop cafeteria’ offers
8 wide choice to the farmers regarding the
most remuncrative cropping patterns matching
the agro-climatic situation prevailing in en
agricultural area.
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