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systematic geological mapping and regional
mineral assessment of over 126,000 sq. km.
area and detailed mapping, on various scales,
of over 30,000 sq. km. area distributed in all
the States, during the last three years. Geo-
physical and geochemcal prospecting and
detailed mineral exploration by drilling and
exploratory mining were also carried out.
Statement I showing the mineral investigations
carried out by Geological Survey of Indiain
various States during the last three yearsis
laid on the Table of the House [Placed in Lib-
rary. See No. LT-4451/70].

(b) and (c). Since location and assessment
of mineral deposits are continuous processes
taking several years, the relevant programmes

, of Geoglogical Survey of India included follow~
up drilling of significant geophysical and
geochemical anomally zones, and continuation
of drilling to explore and delineate mineral
deposits in mineralized belts and other areas
in various parts of the country and assess their
reserves and grades. Several significant achieve-
ments can be credited to this period. State-
ment II indicating the significant achieve-
ments is laid on the Table of the House,
[Placed in Liberary. See No. LT-4451/70].

Tours of N ganised by National
Mineral Develop Corp ! to
various exploration sites

2833. SHRIS. C. SAMANTA : Will the
Minister of PETROLEUM AND CHEMI-
CALS AND MINES AND METALS be pleased

to state :

(a) whether the National Mineral Dévelop-

ment Corporation organised certain conducted
tours of newsmen to different exploration
sites ;

(b) the reasons for not consulting the Press
Information Bureau and the Press Association
in selecting journalists for such conducted
tours ; and

(e) the reason for not routing the press in-
formation activities of the undertaking under
his Ministry through the Information Officer
of the Ministry ?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND CHE-
MICALS AND MINES AND METALS
(SHRI NITIRAJ SINGH CHOUDHARY) :
(a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The question does not arise as the
selection of journalists was done in consultation
with the Information Officer of Press Informa-
tion Bureau attached to the Ministry.

(c) So far as National Mineral Develop-
ment Corporation is concerned, it has got its
own public relations and publicity depar
for the purpose. However, all important press
releases and features ctc. are, generally, routed
through the Information Officer of the Press
Information Bureau attached to the Ministry.
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