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Trade with Pakistan

545, SHRI HIMATSINGKA : Will the
Minister of FOREIGN TRADE be pleased
to state :

{a) whether prospects for resuming trade
with Pakistan have been caplored in receat
months ;

b if so, the steps taken in this regard
during the last three months ;

(c) the latest prospects of resuming trade
with Pakistan and whether baa on trade
is likely to go by October, 1570 ; and

(d) the likely extent of trade to be
exchanged with that country during
1970-71 7

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE (SHRI
RAM SEWAK) : (a) to ic). The Govern-
ment of India have -on a opumber of
occasion taken up the question of resumption
of trade between the two countries, but
without success. Ban on trade with Pakis-
tan was unilaterally lifted by India in May,
1866 but the Government of Pakistan have
not reciprocated this gesture so far. Resump-
tion of trade between the two countries is
thus entirely dependeat on the attitude of
the Government of Pakistan. It is mnot
possible to say whether the Government of
Pakistan would lift the ban on trade with
India by October, 1970,

(d) This will arise only if trede with
Pakistan were resumed,
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Talks with Pakistan on Farakka and
Eastern Rivers

546. SHRI HIMATSINGKA :
SHRI TRIDIB KUMAR
CHAUDHURI :
S SHIVA CHANDRA JHA :
RI GEORGE FERNANDES :
SHRI MANIBHAI J. PATEL :
SHRIMATI ILA PAL-
CHOUDHURI :
Will the Minister of
AFFAIRS be pleased to state :
(a) whether talks were recently held
with Pakistan about the Farakka Barrage and
the use of the Bastern rivers ;
(b) if so, at what level ; and

(c) the result thereof ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH) : (a) to
(c). The third Secretary-level talks on the
Farakka Barrage and other projects on the
Eastern rivers were held in  July, 1969 in
Delhi. The Minister for Irrigation and Power
had laid a statement regarding these talks on
the Table of the house on July 28th 1969,
The fourth Secretary-level talks are taking
place at present in Islamabad, The results
of these talks can only be known after they
are concluded.
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