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(b) if so, the previous rates, factory
wise; and

(c) the revised rates, factory-wise ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP-
MENT INTERNAL TRADE AND COM-
PANY AFFAIRS (SHRI BHANU PRAKSH
SINGH) : (a) No, Sir.

(b) and (c). Do not arise.
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SHRI JYOTIRMOY BASU : Last
time how much did you get ? Rs, 1} crores.

SHRI SEZHIYAN :1 hops, the Go-
vernment are aware that the Madras High
Court last Decernber had struck down the
Cement Control Order in respect of uniform
price of Rs, 100 allowed to all the factories.
In view of the High Court's order striking
down the uniform price given by the Govern-
ment, I waat to know whether Government
are going to revert to the old three tier
price system or whether they will go into
the question of how the price will be given
to the various units.
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SHRI F. A, AHMED : Government is
aware of the order passed by the Madras
High Court and Government is proposing
to file an appeal and a petition for a stay
order. Action will be taken after those are
disposed of.

MR. SPEAKER : Next question.

SHRI KARTIK ORAON :
No. 35

SHRI MANUBHAI PATEL : Sir,
question No. 37 may also be laken up along
with this.

MR. SPEAKER : All right Let question
No. 37 be replied together with guestion
No. 35, '

Question

Convertion of Narrow Gauge Line From
Ranchl to Lohardaga (South Eastern Rallway)

*35. SHRI KARTIK ORAON : Will the
Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state :

(a) whether there is any proposal to
convert the narrow gauge railway line from
Ranchi to Lohardaga on the South-Eastern
Railway into broad gauge line;

(b) if so, the details therefor;

(c) is nol, the reasons therefor; and

(d)y whether Government will give due
consideration to the demands of the people
of Lohardaga area, a hinterland of rich
bauxite deposits which can give rise to the
establishment of an aluminium factory ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS ( SHRI R. L.

* CHATURVEDI ) : (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

(c) and (d) Conversion of the Ranchi
Lohardaga Narrow Gauge Section into
broad gauge is not justified at present as
the capacity of this Narrow Gauge Section
is adequate to meet the present traffic
well as any increases
likely to materialise in the near future.
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SHR1 KARTIK ORAON All the
railway lines, whether converging to or
diverting from Ranchi, the hub of industiral
complexes are broad guages except this line.
1 would like to koow from the Govern-
ment the main criteria or guidelines that
have been fixed for conversion of metre
gauge into broad gauge.

SHRI R. L. CHATURVEDI This
particular line from Ranchi to Lobardaga
was constructed in 1913 for the main object
of carrying bauxite ore. [ have visited the
place with the hon, Member recently and
the demand is that it should be converted
into broad gauge, The position at present
is that we can cater to the traffic require-
ments with the present line capacity. If
and when the demand is more and we
cannot cater to it, we shall certainly consi-
der the conversion of this into broad
gauge.

SHRI KARTIK ORAON : Even though
this particular line is connected to a place
with very rich mioeral deposits, Government
is not looking after the interest of this area
particularly because it is a Tribal area and
they do not want any factory to come up
there. That is the place where you can have
aluminium factory, paper factory and all
that, You are negativing that aspect. I
would like to know from the Government
the annual income by way of passenger fares
as also feight for the carriage of bauxite
from Lohardaga to Ranchi.
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SHRI R. L. CHATURVEDI : As far
as the first part of the question is concer-
ned, I repudiate the allegation that since it
isa Tribal area it was made an exception.

SHRI KARTIK ORAON : Otherwise
why did you make an exception 7

SHRI R. L. CHATURVEDI I can
assure the hon. Member that if and when
there is another aluminium factory or any
other such thing which cannot be catered
to by the present line capacity, we will
certainly consider it. Meanwhile, I may
point out that, in 1955, investigations were
made and the result wasthat there was no
need to convert into broad-gauge. Recently,
when the Uneconmic Branch Lines Commi-
ttee visited the area, they discussed with
the State Government of Bihar and the
State Government said that there was the
potentiality of a paper mill comming up
there and anotker aluminium factory also
coming up and we assured them that, if
and when, the materialised, the Railways
will not lag, behind in meeting their
requirements.
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SHR1 R.K. AMIN : May 1 have an
assurance from the hon, Minister of Rail-
ways that’in so far as States which have not
achieved the target of road construction,
even accordind to the Nagpur Plan, no
narrow-gauge railways will be removed and,
if they are removed, they will be replaced
by the meter-gauge or broad-gauge lines ?

SHRI R.I.. CHATURVEDI : As 1 said,
the report is under consideration and we
have not reversed the policy-decision made
by the then Railway Minister, Dr. Ram
Subhag Singh. We have supgested certain
improvements.

SHRI R. K. AMIN : Especially 1 am
asking of the Gujarat State where even
the Nagpur Plan targets have not been
achieved.

MR SPEAKER : You did not ask
any question. 5till T asked him that he may
give an assurance. You are still insisting
on him (laterruptions) No Please, Please
sit down,
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Qno. 37 is already answered.

SHRT MANIBHAI J. PATEL : He has
not replied to 37 (b).

SHRI N.K.P. SALVE : Why not delete
all questions on railways because we are
going 10 have a debate on railway budget 7

MR. SPEAKER : We had enough num-
ber of questions. Therefore, [ am not going
to allow any furthsr question,

SHRI MANIBHAI PATEL : Sir, ques-
tion 37 (b) has not been replied to at all,

SHRI N. K. P. SALVE : My supple-
mentary has nexus with Question No. 37.
When the Committee magnanimous'y visited
Parasia, it was repr d that for ec i
welfare the narrow gauge line between
Parasia and Nagpur should be converted
into broad gauge.

MR. SPEAKER : You are a very clever
lawyer. 1 am sorry. Next question.

Steel Outlay for the Fourth
Five Year Plan

*36. SHRI PILOO MODY :
SHRI C. C, DESAI :
SHRI R. R. SINGH DEO :
SHRI D. N. PATODIA
SHRI N. SHIVAPPA ;

Will the Minister of STEEL AND
HEAVY ENGINEERING be pleased to

sta'e :

(a) whether Government have deécided
to increase the stecl outlay for the Fourth
Five Year Plan;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) whether the attention of Govern-
ment has been invited to a report in the
‘Economic Times' of the 7Tth January,
1970 7





