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Prices of Consumer .... d Food Item. 

161. SHRI S. R. DAMANI : 
SHRI JANESHWAR MISRA I 
SHRI "ISHWA NATH 

PANDEY: 

Will he Minister of FINANCE be 
pleased to stale : 

(a) whether pri;es of consumer and food 
Items ba vc regislered an increase, or decrease 

during 1969 over those of Ihe previous two 
years and by how much ; 

(b) if there is increase, the reasons for 
the same ; and 

(c) the steps taken to check this trend? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI P. C. 
SETHI) : (a) A statement is laid on the 
Table of the House. [Placed in Librar),. 
See No. LT-1550/70j. 

(b) and (c). Whereas the yearly average 
of Ihe index number of wholesale prices for 
1969 showed an increa,. of 2.1 per cent 
over the previous year, the yearly average of 
the group index for food articles for 1969 
stood 3.7 per cent low« than its preceding 
year's level. Prices came UDder pressure in 
the early part of 1969 mainly due to decline 
in the levels of production of certain agri-
cultural commodities (e g. coarse cereals, 
gram, raw jute, cotton and oilseeds) in 
1968-69. Also, towards the end of the year 
there were renewed pressures on prices due 
to downward revision in the crop estimates 
for 1969-70 as well as due to delay in the 
winter rains in certain parts of the country. 
Therefore, In order to restrain price inc ea~es 

in Ihe case of individual commOdities, 
Government has been taking various 
measures which include tightening of credit 
restrictions on bank advances as in the 
case of raw cotton, vegetable oils and 
oilseeds, a an e ~n  of lolrger imports as 
in the case of raw cotton and soyabean oil, 
restrictions on holdings of stocks with mills 
as in the Clse of raw cotton, and the e en ~ 

ed use of the Essenlial Commodities Act. 
Government has build up a sizeJble stock of 
foodgrains and continues maintaining a 
system of public distribution In order to en-
sure supplies of essential commodities at 
reasonable prices. The total offtake of 
foodgraios from lhe Governmeot stocks 
amounted to 9.6 million tODoes in 1969. 
Tl:ere were 1,38,250 fair price shops in 
the country at tbe end of the year. 

Child .. n's Hospit.11 in Rajostban 

162. SHRI N. K. SANGHI : 
SHRI V. NARSIMHA RAO : 

Will the Minister of HEALTH AND 
FAMILY PLANNING AND WORKS, 




