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Sample Survey of the growth in
population of Patna

159. SHRI
TRI 1 Will the Minister of FINANCE
pleased to state : :

FEBRUARY 23, 1970

RAMAVATAR SHAS-
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(a) whether it is a fact that a sample
survey of the growth in population of Paina
was conducted since its population according
to 1961 cepsus was within 10 per cent of the
qualifying limit for the next higher class of
cities ;

(b) whether the sample survey so con-
ducted by the Reglstrar-General of India
revealed that the population of Patna has
crossed four Lakh norms fixed for wup-
gradaticn of Cities from “C’ Class to 'B-2" ;

(c) the actual figure of population of.
Paina after sample survey carried out by the
Registrar-General of India ;

(d) whether towns in other States were
upgraded in the past taking into considera-
tion the population growth after census of
1961 ; and

(¢) the peculiar difficulties with the
Government in upgrading Patna to B-2
Class City taking into consideraiion the pro-
cesses of upgradation of Nagpur ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRIP. C.
SETHI) : (a) Yes, Sir.

(b} Yes, Sir,

(e) 5,10, 945,

(d) No, Sir.

(¢) A sample survey conducted by the
Registrar Gereral of India in respect of 38
cities revealed fluctuaticns in the ropulation
growth as between different  cities/towns.
Meanwhile, representations for upgradation
were also received on behalf of employees of
some other towns not taken up for the

sample survey. Hence the matter is still
under the consideration of Government,
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Prices of Consumer and Food Items

161, SHRI S, R. DAMANI :
SHRI JANESHWAR MISRA 1
SHRI VISHWA NATH
PANDEY :

Will he Minister of FINANCE be
pleased to state :

(a) whether prizes of consumer and food

{tems have regi ani y OF
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during 1969 over those of the previous two
years and by how much ;

(b) if there is increase, the reasons for
the same ; and

(c) the steps taken to check this trend ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI P.C.
SETHI) : (a) A statement is laid on the
Table of the House. [Placed in Library.
See No. LT-1550/70].

(b) and (c). Whereas the yearly average
of the index number of wholesale prices for
1969 showed an increase of 2.1 per ceot
over the previous year, the yearly average of
the group index for food articles for 1969
stood 3.7 per cent lower than its preceding
year’s level. Prices came under pressure in
the early part of 1969 mainly due to decline
in the levels of production of certain agri-
cultural commodities (e g. coarse cereals,
gram, raw jute, cotton and oilseeds) in
1968-69. Also, towards the end of the year
there were renewed pressures on prices dus
to downward revision in the crop estimates
for 1969-70 as well as duz to delay in the
winter rains in certain parts of the country.
Therefore, In order to restrain price increases
in the case of iandividual commodities,
Government has becn taking various

which include tightening of credit
restrictions on bank advances as in the
case of raw cotton, vegetable oils and
oilseeds, arrangem:nt of larger imporis as
in the case of raw cotton and soyabean oil,
restrictions on holdings of stocks with mills
as in the case of raw cotton, and thé extend-
ed use of the Essential Commodities Act.
Government has build up a sizeable stock of
foodgrains and continues maintaioing a
system of public distribution in order to en-
sure supplies of essential commodities at
reasonable prices, The total offtake of
foodgrains from the Government stocks
amounted to 9.6 million tonnes in 1969,
There were 1,38,250 fair price shops in
the eountry at the end of the year.

Children's Hospital in Rajasthan

162, SHRI N. K, SANGHI :
SHRI V. NARSIMHA RAO :

Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY PLANNING AND WORKS,





