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boats, nets, reclamation of tanks, etc. Fish 
seed bas been distributed at subsidized 

rates. 

REMISSION OF LOANS AND Onma. BENE-
FITS TO FLoon-AFFECTED AREAs OP 

WEST BENGAL 

8903. SHRI SAMAR GUHA: Will the 
Minister of FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the United Front Govern-
ment of West  Bengal. after accepting the 
responsibility of running the administration 
of the State, assured that the issue of re-
missiO!ll of loans rcIated to agriculture, 
fertilizer and other relevant benefits will 
he sympathetically considered in the flood-
a e ~  areas of the State; 

(b) whether notices and in many cases 
certificates for realisation of such loans 
from the flood affected areas have been 
issued; 

(c) whether it b  a fact that many meet-
ings and administrations were beld in tbe 
Contai sub-division of Midnapur districts 
and memoranda were sent through the 
local authorities to the Government of 
West Bengal for remission of such loans 
in cases where poor peasants are incapable 
of paying them back due to bad crop in 
the area this year; and 

(d) if so, the steps taken by Govern-
ment to remove their difficulties? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD. AGRICULTURE. 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 
COOPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHIB 
SHINDE): (a) to (d). The required in-
formation is being collected and will be 
placed on the Table of the Sabha. 

SUBSIDISED FUEL FOR AGRICULTURAL USE 

8904. SHRI ARJUN SINGH 
. BHADORIA: 

SHRI JUGAL MONDAL: 

Will the Minister of FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURE be p1eaaed to state: 

(a) whether Govemmeut propoee to 
sub6idise fuel for agricultural use; and 

(b) if not, the reasons therefor? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURB, 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 
COOPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHIB 
SHINDE): (a) No, Sir. 

(b) Any concession in the basic duty rate 
and the consequent reduction in pric:o is 
likely to cause spurt in consumption necos-
sitating import and outgo of foreign ox-
change. 

A reduced price of Ught Diesel Oil will 
tend to accelerate its use as an adulterant 
in automotive fuels like High Speed Diesel 
Oil. 
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PuRCHASE OF SUGARCANE CRoP IN 
~  DUE TO LOW RETURNS 

8906. SHRI YASHPAL SINGH: Will 
!he Minister of FOOD AND AGRICUL-
TURE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether his attention has been drawn 
to the reports that sugarcane growers of 
Punjab have decided to bum the crop due 
to low return; and 

(b) if so, whether any detailed plan has 
been made to help the growers by purchas-
ing their crop? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD. AGRICULTURE. 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 
COOPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHIB 
SHINDE): (a) No, Sir. There was a re-
port in the Press about Haryana farmers 
having decided to bum their cane but the' 
State Government have intimated that there 
is no ~ h report with them. Similarly. 
Punjab Government have also intimated that 
they have no ~ h report. 

(b) Does not arise. 
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