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(a) whether it is a fact that India is making
preparations for sending her spucemen
to the moon;

(b) if so, when and the further details
thereof; and

(c) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER
OF FINANCE, MINISTER OF ATOMIC
ENERGY AND MINISTER OF PLA-
NNING (SHRIMATI INDIRA
GANDHI): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

(¢) In the context of India’s programmcs
in the field of space research, it is premature
to consider this aspect of the problem.

ExporT oF TEa

8767. SHR1 SHIVA CHANDRA JHA:
Will the Minister of FOREIGN TRADE
be pleased to statc:

{a) whether it is a fact that India exports
less tea than Ceylon annually;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor and the
further details thereof; and

(¢} il not, India’s total export during the
last three years, year-wise, vis-a-viy that of
Ceylon during the same period 7

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE (SHR1
RAM SEWAK): (a) and (c). Ceylon has
in some recent years exported marginally
larger quantities, Exports during the last
three years were:—

(Figs. in M.Kg.)

From From

India Ceylon
1967 2137 2165
1968 208 -4 208 -7
1969 1767 201 -4

(b) International prices for tea have not
been attractive primarily because of an
excess supply over demand. While this,
among other reasons, has brought about
greater absorption within India, Ceylon
with a small internal market has had greater
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compulsion to sell in international markets.
The wider difference during 1969 was also
due to a prolonged strike in the tea gardens
in India and dislocation at the Calcuita
Docks.
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