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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING AND IN THE DEPART-
MENT OF COMMUNICATIONS : (SHRI 
SHER SINGH): (a) Local Public Call 
Oflices exist in 105 out of 107 exchanlles in 
Punjab; 65 out of 70 exchanllCS in Haryana 
and one out of one exchanllC at Chandiprh. 

Ie) Load P. C. Os a~ provided pro-
IIfCSsively dependIng upon public demand. 
No demands are pendinll at prescnt. 
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Tbeft of Rare Variety seeds from 
I ndlan Agricultural ReAareb 

Inltltute 

727, SHRI HARDAYAL DEVGUN: 
SHRI K. p, SINGH DEO : 

Will the Minister of FOOD AGRICUL-
TURE be plcased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that some 30 
kilograms of 'scsrcpti\lil' or 'cbanainll' t)'JIC 
seeds, which promise selections of biah-
)iclding strains and which were the raull 
of five years of effort under tbe Reaioul 
Pulles Improvement ProlfBmmc. were 



169 KARTIKA 10. 1891 (SAKA) Written Answers 

recently stolen from the Indian Agricultura I 
Research Institute for beiDI smuggled into 
Pakistan. 

(b) if so, whether an enquiry has been 
IJI&Iie into the incident ; and 

(c) if so. the action taken &pinst the 
person or persons found responsible for the 
theft of the precious and rare variety of 
pulse seeds ? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE, 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 4.ND 
COOPERATION ISHRI ANNASAHIB 
SHINDE): (a) No Sir, there has been no 
case of the theft of seeds from the 
I. A. R. I. The fact is that a group con-
sistine of Indian Scientists (of TCAR's 
All India Coordi~ated Project on pul,es) 
and American Scientids of U. S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture have been working 
jointly. on a Regional Pulses Improvement 
Project !ince 1966 in which a number of 
other countries are also participating. This 
is covered by an agreement between the 
Government of India and Government of 
U. S. A. Out of the joint collection of seeds 
of this Project, an American Scientist was 
carrying some genetic stocks of gram (chick 
pea) and lentil, which were intercepted at 
Hussainiwala check post by the Gustoms 
Authorities due to non-observance of certain 
procedural formalitie.~ without which sucb 
seed materials cannot be sent out of India. 

(b) and (e). Since this was not a case 
of theft. the question of taking action 
against anybody on that ground does not 
ariIe. 

The authorities concerned have on the 
advice of the Department of Agriculture. 
decided to reieue the concerned stock, to 
!be Project under the joint custody of both 
IIIdlan I\Ild American technical personnel. 

New Telephooe CoaoedlOll8 

728. SHRI MANGALATHUMADAM : 
Will tho Minister of INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING AND COMMUNICA-
TIONS be pleased to .'ale : 

(Il) the numbar of additional telephone 
connCCliODi envisqed in Ihe nexl year; 

(b) whether any priority has been fixed 
to illdultrial units and other developmental 
in.luulion. for, this purpose ; and 

(e) if 10, tbe dotai11 thlrlolf' ? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING, AND IN THE DEPART-
MENT OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI 
SHER SINGH): la) 80,000 numbers during 
1970-71. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The following provision in the rules 
and procedures of the Department would 
give facilities for getting a connection earlier 
for certain categories of applicants ; 

(i) At stations where the equipped 
capacity of telephone exchanges i. 
more than 1,000 lines, OYT scheme 
has been introduced. In such 
stations ~o or 70 per cent of the 
quota available for allotment it 
reserved for O. Y. T. applicants. 
Industrial units and others can 
avail of this quota. 

(ii) Small Scale Industries are eligible to 
get their demands for telephone re-
gistered under the 'Special' category 
alonR with medical practitioners, 
Public Institutions, Press, etc. IS 
or 20 per cent of t he new connec-
tions depending upon the station 
are earmarked for allotment to 
'S~cial' cateROry. 

(iii) Telephone Advisory Committees 
(TACs) are formed at stations 
where the workinll conneclions and 
waitinll list together exceed 1500 
nos. The TACs can advise giving 
out or turn connections under OYT 
and further recommend out of turn 
connections to the extent of 50% 
of ava.lable capacity in the 'Special 
Catqory·. 

(iv) Organisations engaged in Increaalnl 
produclion in the country . which 
ultimately would result in savini or 
earning of foreign exchange to the 
extent of Rupees five lakhs in a 
year are given out of turn priority 
(al OYT sta.inDS only under OYT) 
upto a maximum of three tele-
phone. 01 a stalion. In addi.ion 
to Ihis, they arc eligible for onc 
additional lelephone connection on 
prinrity each at Bombay Calcutta. 
Madras and Delhi. 




