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Import of Tractors 
4470. SHRI MADHU LIlIAYE: 

SHRI MAHARAJ SINGH 
BRARATI: 

SHRI NlTIRAJ SINGH 
CHAUDHARY: 

SHRI K.P. SINGH DEO : 

Will t.he Minister of FOOD 4.ND 
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state: 

(a) the total number of tractors im-
ported during 1969; 

(b) the detailR of these import,s in 
terms of numbers and horse powel' 
countrywise ; 

(c) the est.imated indigenous pro-
duction of the various categories of 
tractors in 1969, the total demand and 
the total availability of the tractors; 

(d) how Government propose to 
close the gap between the total demand 
and the total supply; and 

(e) whether Government are aware 
of high premiums and blackmarkct 
prices paid by needy farmers and if so, 
the steps taken by the Government to 
check this 1 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF FOOD. AGRI-
CULTURE, COMMUNITY DEVE-
LOPMENT AND CO-OPERATION 
(SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE): (a) 
and (b). The required information 
is being collected from the eoneemed 
State Agro-Industries Corporations 
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and would be laid on the Table of the 
Sabha as BOOn as received. 

(c) and (d). 14682 tractors have 
been manufactured in the country 
during 1969 (Janua.ry-October, 1969). 
The total demand has boon estimated 
at 1,25,000 nos. for the current finan-
cial year 1969-70. It has been decided 
to import 35,000 tractors against the 
programme for 1969-70 as against 15,500 
tractors for 1968-69. Besides, 20,000 
tractors are estimated to be manufac-
tured indigenously. TheRe tractors are 
in addi ,ion to 8,000 tractors likely to 
be received during this year against the 
import programme for ]968-69. It is 
not possible to arrange for still larger 
imports owing to constUlint of foreign 
exchange. The agricultUlal wheeled 
tractor indu&try has been exempted 
from the licensing pl'ovisions of the 
Industries (D andR) Act, 1968, in order 
to induce the preRent tractor manufac-
turers to diversify their production in 
the lower hp. range and also to induce 
other intending parties to come into 
the field to produce cheap tractors. 

(e) With a view to eliminating 
possible premiums and blackmarket 
prices on tractors, the Government is 
making available a substantially laIger 
number of imported tractors through 
State-owned Agro-Industires Cor-
porations and intensifying indigenous 
production. Import of tractors as gift 
from Indian relations living abroad has 
also been allowed with a view to easing 
tha supply position. Besides, the 
Government has also under considera-
tion the promulgation of a' .ontrol Order 
on sale and distribution of tractors. 

Electricity rates for agriculture 
«71. SHRI MADHU LntAYE: 

'\\' ill the Minister of FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state I 

(a) in view of the urgent need 
to help the smllll farmers. whether the 

Government have under consideration 
a proposal to bring electricty rates for 
agricultural purposes on par with the 
rates for industrial power ; 

(b) whether Government intend to 
discuss with the State Governments a 
proposal to resume subsidy to agricml-
ture in order to . bridge the margin 
between the electricity rate for agricul-
ture and the Tate for industrial power; 
and 

(c) if not, what other steps Govern-
ment propose to take to help the small 
farmer and make eheap electIicity 
available to him 1 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICUL-
TURE. COMMUNITY DEVELOP-
MENT AND COOPERATION (SHRI 
ANNASAHIB SHINDE): (a) Power 
supply for agricultural purposes is 
generally made at 400 volts involy-
ing expenditure on transformation 
from high voltage and distribution at 
low voltage, whereas power supply for 
heavy industries is made at high voltage. 
Voltage of supply, maximum demand, 
consumption and load factor are 
higher in the case of industrial con-
sumers than in the case of agI'icmltural 
consuID9Is. For these reasons the t.ariff 
rateR for heavy industries lire lower than 
those for agricultural purposes. How-
ever, as compared to the rates of small 
industries, the rates for agricultural 
purposes are already lower in most of 
the States. 

(b) There is nu proposal under COIl-
sideration to subsidize rates of electric 
supply for agricultural purposes during 
the Fourth-Five Year Plan. 

(c) Electric pumping uf water at the 
current rates of electric supply for 
agricultural purposes is very mll~ll 
economical to the farmers as compared 
to diesel pumping or lifting of water by 




