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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF INFORMA-
TION AND BROADCASTING, AND
IN THE DEPARTMENT OF COM-
MUNICATIONS (SHRI 1. K. GUJ-
RAL): (a) No, Sir.

(b) and (c) Generally the name
“All India Radio” is mentioned in the
Urdu news bulletins broadcast from
Delhi as also in the English bulletins.
This name is also used in the special
Urdu Service and in the news broad-
cast in the External Services, so as
to maintain clear identification of
the broadcasts as from India. In the
Home Services, however, All India
Radio Stations use the name “Akash-
vani” when announcing programmes
in Urdu.

Area under Mechanised Cultivation
and Primitive Cultivation

*689, SHRI B.P. MANDAL: Will
the Minister of FOOD AND AGRI-
CULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) the area of lands under mecha-
nised cultivation in the country; and

(b) what is the plan before Govern-
ment to mechanise agriculture ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRI-
CULTURE, COMMUNITY DEV-
ELOPMENT AND COOPERATION
(SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE):
(a) The required information is being
collected from the various States/Union
Territories and will be laid on the
Table of the Sabha as soon as
received.

(b) A statement giving the required
information is laid on the Table of
the Sabha. [Placed in Library see No.
LT-2411/69]
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Requirement of Saffron

4352. SHRI BABURAO PATEL:
Will the Minister of FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state :

(a) the quantity and value of saffron
consumed in the country every year;

(b) the annual import and export
statistics of saffron in quantity and
value ;

(c) the States where saffron is cul-
tivated and the quantity and value

of saffron grown annually by each
State ; and .

(d) the climate and conditions
needed for growth of saffron and the
reasons why no attempt has been made
to grow saffron in other parts of
India ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRI-
CULTURE, COMMUNITY DEVE-
LOPMENT AND COOPERATION
(SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE) :
(a) Not estimated.

(b) A statement showing import and
export of saffron during 1967-68 and
1969-70 (upto August 1969) is enclosed.

{c) Saffron is grown mainly in the
State of Jammu and Kashmir which
produces about 20,000 lbs. (9,091
kgs. appx.) worth appx. Rs. 84-46
lakhs.

(d) Saffron requires temperate (cool
and sunny) climate and flourishes
best upto an altitude of 2,140 metres.
It can withstand frost, though rain-
fall during the flowering period causes
damage to the crop. 100 cm. to 150 cm.
of rainfall during the pre-flowering
season is essential for its speedy
growth.

Attempts have been made to grow
saffron else where in the country also.
Researches conducted at the Hill Fruit
Research Station, Chaubattia,” Almora
district, U.P., have shown promise of
its cultivation there.

STATEMENT
Import and Ezport of Saffron during 1967-68 to 1969-70 (upto August, 1969)
(Qty. in Kgs.
Value in Rs. ‘000°)
1967-68 1968-69 1969-70
,_'_—__.-&——— ——A—— f_.__—/\-__
Qty. Value Qty. Value (Qty. Value
(upto August, ’69)
Imports 91 1 890 4 .. ..
Exports 598 47 1485 1318 112 104






