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Consumer Co-operati.e Stores 
in Bbubanesbwar 

1690. SHRI CHINTAMANI PANI-
GRAHl: Will the Minister of FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state: 

(a> the number of Consumer Cooperative 
Stores organised in Bhubaneshwar, the capital 
of Orissa, so far; and 

(b) the nature of assistance rendered by 
the Central Government in this regard? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE, 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 
COOPERATION (SHill M. S. GURUPADA-
SWAMY) : (a) Seventeen; these include 
fifteen primary consumer cooperatives, one 

wholesale cooperative store and a State 
Cooperative Consumers Federation. The 
wholesale consumers cooperative store has 
started a department store named 'ALAKA' 
at Bhubaneswar • 

(b) Under the Centrally sponsored 
Scheme for the development of Consumer 
Cooperatives, which was in operation upto 
the 31st March 1969, Central Government 
placed funds at the disposal of the Govern-
ment of Orissa to provide financial assistance 
to consumer cooperatives in the shape of 
share-capital contribution, loans and sub-
sidies for purchase of trucks/godowns, 
furniture and filtings, setting up of consumer 
industries, and managerial subsidy. 

Destruction of Rats 

1691. SHRI BABURAO PATEL: Will 
the Minister of FOOD AND AGRICUL-
TURE be pleased to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that rats, which 
destroy a large quantity of our foodgrains 
every year, can be totally eliminated by 
letting loose a hoard of sterile rats among 
the rat population; 

(b) if so. what practical steps have been 
taken to sterilise the rals and the number of 
rats let loose so far, with results thereof; 
and 

(c) the reasons why export of rats to 
China, the two Koreas, Manchuria and other 
Oriental countries is not encouraged by 
providing special incentives, seeing that the 
people of these countries consider ratmeat 
to be a table delicacy ? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE, 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 
COOPERATION <SHRI ANNASAHIB 
SHINDE): <a) No, Sir. Investigations 
with certain chemicals had been undertaken 
for inducing sterility in rats. The treated 
rats were released in cages with their untrea-
ted counterparts. It was observed that none 
of the rats fed with chemicals was capable 
of reproducing any litter. This indicated 
that the breeding was very much checked 
with feeding of these drugs. However, this 
method has other drawbacks and cannot be 
practised on a sizeable scale for effecting 
fodent control. 




