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(b) The feasibility of changing the timings 
of 1 AID Agra·Delhi Passenger so as to 
leave Ghaziabad at 17.30 hrs. is under 
examination. 
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Closure of Uneconomic Branch Lines on 
Northeast Frontier Railway 

1220. SHRI P.C. ADiCHAN: 
SHRI HARDAYAL DEVGUN: 
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SHRI JAI SINGH: 
SHRI YAJNA DATI SHARMA: 
SHRI H. AJMAL KHAN: 
SHRI R.R. SINGH DEO: 
SHRI MEETHA LAL MEENA: 
SHRI R.K. AMIN: 
SHRI S.P. RAMAMOORTHY: 
SHRI SHIV KUMAR SHASTRI: 
SHRI PRAKASH VIR SHASTRI: 
SHRI SHIV CHARAN LAL: 
SHRI HEM BARUA: 
SHRI N. SHIVAPPA: 
DR. KARNI SINGH: 

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether the Railway Division Birodhi 
Karama Parishad had in a memorandum 
submitted to the Union Deputy Railway 
Minister in May this year opposed the closure 
of uneconomic branch lines on the Northeast 
Frontier Railway; 

(b) if so, what were their submissions in 
this regard; 

(c) Government's decision thereon; and 

(d) what is the Government's latest 
policy in regard to the closure of uneconomic 
lines in the country generally and which are 
the so-called uneconomic lines? 

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS 
(DR. RAM SUBRAG SINGH): (a) and (b). 
In a memorandum submitted on 27th May, 
69, the Parishad made the following 
points:-

(i) The N.F. Railway requires proper 
realignment, to make it serve the 
traffic needs better; 

(ti) The speeds of trains should be im-
proved;. 

(iii) Operating elIpenses are needlessly 
ellCeSSive; and 

(iv) Claims arising out of theft, shortage 
and damage should be controlled. 

(c) The memorandum was submitted to 
the Committee n:centl)' set up to review the 
workilll of the uneconomic lines. The 

Committee will; no doubt, take cognisance 
of the points made by the Parishad in its 
memorandum. 

(d) The latest policy is that for the 
present no uneconomic branch line will be 
dismantled. As per present reckoning, 
there are 77 uneconomic branch lines on the 
Indian Government Railways. A list of 
these lines is laid on the Table of the House. 
[Placed in Library. See No. LT--1411/69]. 

Closure of Small Scale Industries in Amritsar 

1221. SHRI P. C. ADICHAN: Will 
the Minister of INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP· 
MENT, INTERNAL TRADE AND COM-
PANY AFFAIRS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether a number of small industries 
producing screws, nuts, bolts and other small 
steel items had been closed down in Amritsar 
and other places during the past three months 
owing to the scarcity of raw material; 

(b) if so, the number of such units closed 
down or partially closed down during the 
said period and the number of work·days 
lost to these industries on this account; 

(c) how far the production of these items 
suffered as a result of this closure; and 

(d) the steps taken by Government to 
help the industries to revive full production? 

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT, INTERNAL TRADE 
AND COMPANY AFFAIRS (SHRI F. A. 
AHMED): (a) to (d). The information is 
being collected and will be laid on the Table 
of the House. 

Bye·Elections to Jammu and Kashmir 
Legislature 

1222. SHRI NARAIN SWARUP 
SHARMA: 

SHRI OM PRAKASH TYAGI: 
SHRI RAM SWARUP 

VIDYARTHI: 
SHRI J. SUNDER LAL: 
SHRI BAL RAJ MADHOK: 

Will the Minister of LAW AND SOCIAL 
WELFARE be pleased to state: 




