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(b) the reasons for delay? 

, THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRy OF INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING; AND IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRI SHER SINGH): (a) 
79.4 per cent of cables have been laid 
in Jorbagh Exchange area. 

(b) Balance of cables could not be 
laid so far due to the overall shortage 
of Telephone cables in the country. 
Efforts are being made to supply ad-
ditional cables to the Delhi District 
during the current year. 

Earth Satellite Station at Arvl (Poona) 

4336. SHRI S. K. TAPURIAH: Will 
the Minister of INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING AND COMMUNI-
CATIONS be pleased to state; 

I,a) the time by which the commer-
c;,,1 earth satellite station at Arvi 
(Poona) will be completed; 

(b) its cost and the amount of 
for-cign exchange involved in the pro-
ject; and 

(c) whether it will have considerable 
effect on the expansion of Jur tele-
phone, radio and television net work? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING AND' IN THE 
DEPARTMENT ' OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRI SHER SINGH): (a) 
"The Commereial Satellite Earth Sta-
tiOn at Arvi near Poona is ~xpected 

-to be commissioned bv middle of Feb-
ruary, 1970. ' 

(b) The Earth Station is estimated 
to cost Rs. 522.60 lakhs including a 
foreign exchange expenditure '"If 
Rs. 258'90 lakhs. 

(c) Establishment of the Commer-
cial Satellite Earth Station at Arvi 
will have considerable effect un the 
expansion of India's international tele-
phone, telegraph, telex and other Ser-
vices. Meant as it is for handling 
international telecommunications tra-
ffic, this Station will have no direct 
effect on the expansion of internal 
telephone radio or television network 
of the country. 
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