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shortage, fire or any other such causes 
during the last three years ; and 

(b) whether these matters were looked 
into and if so, the result thereof and, if not, 
the reasons thercfor ? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF SHIPPING AND TRANS-
PORT (SHRI IQBAL SINGH): (a) 
and (b). The following cases of theft, 
fire etc. have come to notice so far 
in respect of Central Inland Water Transport 
Corporation :-

(i) A vessel, called 'Tajik', the book 
value of which was Rs. 4,94,250/·caught fire 
on 10-5-1967, was damaged beyond repairs 
aDd became totally unserviceable. A 
thorough investigation revealed that the 
five was accidental but could have been 
controlled in time if the crew had beeD 
vigilant and alert. The crew of the vessel, 
including its Master and Driver, who had 
been the employees of Rivers Steam Navi-
gation Company Ltd. upto 3.5.1967 and 
who continued to be in charge of the vessel 
even aftcr it was taken over by the Central 
Inland Water Transport Corporation, were 
not absorbed in the new Company in view 
of their negligence. 

(ii) A vessel, called 'Alipee', the book 
value of which was Rs. 94,743/-, sprang a 
leak and sank at Bansberia on the Hooghly 

,on 8.5.1968. Enquiries revealed that the 
sinking of the vessel was purely 
accidental, 

(iii) Bronze Ingots eonsting Rs. 3,829.-
26 P. were sto:en from the stores of the 
Dockyard in July 1967. The matter was 
reported to the police and so far no clue 
has been detected. 

(iv) In ~  1967, the Company's 
cash position was checked and a shortage 
of Rs. 42,408.24 P. was discovered. The 
matter was reported to the police who 
recovered 'the entire amount ffom a peon 
of the Company. The Ma gist rate, who 

, tried the case found tho! peon guilty of theft 
, and sentenced him to probation for two 
years. 
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