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Purchase of Wheat by India From U.S.A.

7489. SHRI D. C. SHARMA : Will the
Minister of FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state :

(a) whether the U. S. Agriculture De-
partment has authorised the purchase of
360,000 tons of U. S. wheat by India against
the PL 480 agrecment signed last Decem-
ber ;

(b) if so, the salient features of the
agreement ; and

(c) the progress made so far in pu:-‘
chasing and shipment of wheat ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE,
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND
COOPERATION  (SHRI ANNASAHIB
SHINDE) : (a) The supplies of wheat from
the U. S. A. are currently coming under the
supplementary PL. 480 Agreement dated the
23rd December, 1968, which provides for the
supply of 2.3 million metric tons of wheat.
Purchase Authorisations under this Agree-
ment have been issued by the United States
Department of Agriculture from time to
time. The Purchase Authorisations issued
‘'so far include the two Authorisations issued
on 24th February, 1969 for a total of 360,000
metric tons of wheat. These are presum-
ably the authorisations for purchase referred
to by the hon. Member.

(b) Copies of the Agreement have
already been placed in the Library of the
Parliament for the information of the non.
Members and the main features of it
have been given in a Press Release issued on
the 23rd December, 1968.

() Up to the end of March, 1969 a
quantity of 12.75 lakh metric tons of wheat
was purchased and 9.34 lakh metric tons of
wheat was shipped under the Agreement.

Reclamation of Ravines in Certain States

7490. SHRI D. V. SINGH : Will the
Minister of FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government’s attention
has been drawn to the news itein captioned
“Dacoity is Big Business in Gwalior” and





