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industries would be interested in obtaining 
supplies from India. The delegation has 
also extended invitation to a similar delega-
tion from India to visit Japan in the near 
future. 

Births and Deaths In TraIn 5 

9453. SHRI Bi\BURAO PATEL: 
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be 
pleased to state : 

(a) number of births and deaths which 
occured on tr!tins during the last· year ; 

(b) the reasons why Government do not 
·attach a travelling medical unit consIsting 
of a doctor and a nurse to long distance 
trains for medical emergencies ; and 

(c) whether Government are aware of 
the f"ct that food and water supplied on 
trains often cause acute and sudden ailments 
like vomiting, diarrhoea, dysentery, cholera 
mucous colitis and many other painful 
stomach ailments requHlng immediate 
medical aid from a compeient doctor? 

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS 
(DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH): (a) No 
statistics of such infrequent and unfore .. en. 
occurences like births and deaths In trains, 
are maintained. 

(b) This has not been found necessary 
since emergency medical attendance to 
travelling passengers can be conveniently 
provided without attaching mobile medical 
units to possenger trains. B!Sides it w0uld 
be uneconomical as the expendi:ure likely 
to be incurred ~ such a move would be 
disproportionate to the b!nefits likely to 
.accrue from it. It would also occupy much 
needed space in the already overcrowded 
trains Which could otherwise be thrown 
open to the t{jivelling public. 

(0) It is difficult to establish that such 
~ ts are occuring more among the 

travelling public than others. Belides food 
and water supplied to passenger trains are 
subject to frequent and regular inspection 
and laboratory tests by medical and health 
staff of the railways and the railways always 
endeavour to ensure that only safe and 
potable drinking water as also safe food 
articles are snpplied to the travelling public. 
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