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Information Centres in Madhya Pradesh

2862. SHRI G. C. DIXIT : Will the
Minister of INFORMATION AND BROAD-
CASTING AND COMMUNICATIONS
be pleased to state :

(a) how many information centres are
there in Madhya Pradesh at present ;

(b) whether it is a fact the State Govern-
mant and people of Madhya Pradesh have
made representation to Government for
opening some mwore information centres in
Madhya Pradesh ; and

(c) if so, the reponse of Government
thereof ?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING, AND IN THE DEPART-
MENT OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI
I. K. GUJRAL) : (a)to (c). According to
the scheme previously in force there were
two Information Centres at Bhopal and
Indore on which the expenditure was shared
equally by the Ceitral Government and the
Madhya Pradesh Government. In September,
1965 a proposal was received from the State
Government to set up a third participatory
Information Centre at Raipur. This was not
agreed to for lack of funds. However, the
entire cost sharing scheme was discontinued
after March, 1966 as it was held by the
Planning Commission that the expenditure
on such Centres would form part of the
committed outlay under the Fourth Plan.
Since then no part of the expenditure on any
Information Centre in Madhya Pradesh has
been borne by the Government of India.
According to the present scheme of things,
Government of India do not have any pro-
posal to participate financially in the setting
up of any Information Centre in Madhya
Pradesh.

Commercial Broadcast from
Madhya Pradesh

2863. SHRI G. C. DIXIT : Will the
Minister of INFORMATION AND BROAD-
CASTING AND COMMUNICATIONS be
pleased to state :

(a) whether Government propose to in-
troduce commercial broadcasts on any of
the All India Radio Stations in Madhya
Pradesh ; and

(b) if so, the time by which it is likely
to be introduced and if not, the reasons
thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING, AND IN THE DE-
PARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI I. K. GUJRAL): (a) and (b).
Commercial broadcasting is proposed to be
introduced over the entire net-work of
Vividh Bharati Centres, including those in
Madhya Pradesh, according to a phased
programme. It is not, however, possible
to indicate, at this stage, when this service
will be introduced at stations in Madha
Pradesh. A decision will be taken after





