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year 1968·69 is estimated to be of the order 
or 22,000 tonnes. It has been decided to 
allow the import of 19,000 tonnes of natural 
rubber and 3,000 tonnes of special purpose 
synthetic rubber during 1968·69. The cost 
or the imported rut-ber is of the order of 
Rs. 8 crores (Rs. 6.5 crores of import of 
natural rubber and Rs. 1.5 crores for the 
Import of special purpose Inylhetic rubber). 
Bulk of imporls of natural rubber is f'Om 
Malaysia, Sinaapore, Ceylon and USA. 
byntheli: rubber from U S.A., U.K., West 
Germany and Canad,\. 

SIII.llte Communication Eartb St"tlon.t 
Ahmedabad 

2655. SHRI BABURAO PATEL: Will 
the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state: 

(a) the <:ost of erecting the Experimental 
Statelite Communication Earth Slat ion at 
Ahmedabad and the amount of foreilln 
exchange required; 

(b) the reasons why the National Aero· 
naUlic. and Space Administration of 
America (NASA) did nol mdke available 
a Slatelite; 

(c) how many experiments have been 
carried oul at thl. station so far and the 
nature and coat of the experimenls; and 

(d) how long the space slation is likely 
to remain grounded and the consequent 
loss to Govetnment on this account? 

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER 
ATOMIC ENERGY AND MINISTER OF 
PLANNING (SHRIMATI INDIRA 
GANDHI) : (a) The cost of selling up the 
Station was R~. 10847 lakhs Includlna a 
forelln exchange component of R •. 48.78 
lakh.. Out of the f.>reign e"ch'n~c c",t, 
Rs. 30.36 lakhs wa, contribuled by Ihe UN 
Special Fund towards the c,><t of the 101in 
equipment for the station. 

(b) and (e). The SlalioD h h1 planned I,) 
carry out certain experiments with one of 
Ihe slatelite. in the ATS .cries Ilunched 
by the NAS.... Even thouah the stalelite 
was launched as J'lrogrammed, the Station 
was una.ble to carry out the planned experi· 
menu owing to the satellite not runctloning 
a. expecled. However, the Station curied 
out 5 experiments wilh other satellites 
launched b) NASA. No 'pecial cost has 
been incurred for the ellperimenu. 

Id) Tbe a.aln lasks of lbc Statioo Ire 

to provide trainina, research and develop. 
ment facilities in the satellile communica. 
tioos tecboology. Tbese arc being imple-
mented fully. As the Station is not for 
commercial operatioo, the question of any 
loss to Government doe. not arise. 
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Foreign EscbaDlLe for Importl." 
Race Hones 

2657. SHRI JYOTIRMOY BASU: 
Will Ihe Minisler of FOREIGN TRADE 
AND SUPPLY he pleased to state: 

(a) the amount of foreign ellchange io 
rupres allotted for importln. race horses 
during the period from 1956·57 to 1967·68, 
year-wise ; and 

(b) the total number of race horses 
imported during the above period, year· 
wise? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE AND 
SUPPLY (SHR1 CHOWDHARY RAM 
SEWAKI : (0) No speciHc allocation of 
foreign nchan,e was made for the Import 
of race horses during the period 1956-57 10 
1967·68. 

(bl Statemeot showinll the numher and 
value of all types of hnrses Imported 
durinll 1956·57 to 1967·68 i. laid on the 
Table of the House. [P/oud I~ Lib,a,y. See 
No. LT-306/69j. 




