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Reformation of Almanacs and Estab-
lishment of a National ObservatOrY 

2514. Shri Narendra Singh Mahida: 
Will the Minister of Transport, Avia-
tioa, Shipping and TOurism be pleas" 
ed to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that 
although suggestions have been made 
from time to time for the reformation 
and consolidation On a scicnhfi~ basis, 
of the various almanacs prevalent in 
different parts of the country, l1tt1e 
tangible progress has been maai;; 

(b) whether there is any proposal 
for an Indian Greenwich, a Natlor.al 

Observatory, to be located in the cen-
tral part of the country; and 

(c) if so, the details thereof? 

The Minister of Transport, A via-
Uon, Shipping and Tourism (Sbri 
Sanjiva Keddy): (a) As a result of 
the gradual popularisation of the 
Rashtriya Panchang. whlch are based 
on modern scientific principles, more 
and more private Almanacs are gra-
dually adopting modern method. fOI' 
their <l8lculations. However. the 
slow progress in this regard is mainly 
due to th .. genera I reluctance of the 
people to change long.standing cus· 
toms and practices. 

(b) No, Sir. 

( c) Docs not arise. 

Applied Nutrition Procramme 

2515.. Shrimati Savltrl Nigam: 
Shri B. C. Linga Keddy: 

Will the Minister of F_, AgrIcul-
ture, Community' Development and 
Cooperation be pleased to state the 
steps taken to implement the recom-
mendations of the report on current 
evaluation of applied nutrition pro-
gramme regarding the need for 
maintaining contacts and links 
between the applied nutrition pro-
gramme and the training institutions 
in the States and at the Centre? 

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try Of ~, Agri"ulture, Community 
Development and Cooperation (Shri 
Shinde): The Programme Evaluation 
Organisation's report on Current 
Evaluation of the Applied NutritlOll 
Programme commended the existing 
procedUre of selecting Applied Nutri-
tion Blocks adjacent to the training 
institutions. In the criteria fOr ~el('c
tion of additional blocks, it bas again 
been emphasised that proximity vI 
the programme blocks to trainmg 
institutions i." basic and the States 
have been rC'questcd to ensure opti-
mum utilisation of training and other 
concerned in!ttitutions. while taking 
up new blocks during the Fourth 
Plan period. 




