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National Coal Beard

Shri Subodh Hansda:
Shri 8. C. Samanta:
8hri P. C. Borooah:
Shri M. L. Dwivedi:
Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad:
Dr. M. M. Das:

Will the Minister of Mines and
Metals be pleased to state:

2374,

(a) whether the National Coal
Board has started functioning;
(b) if so, its composition and

whether they are paid Government
employees; and

(c¢) how the employees of the Coal
Commissioners’ Organisation and other
organisations are going to be absorb-
ed in the new set-up?

The Minister of Mines ang Metals
(8hri S. K. Dey): (a) No, Sir. The
matter is under consideration.

(b) and (c). Does not arise.

Export of Agriculture-based Produocts

2375. Dr. Karni Singhjl: Will the
Minister of Commerce be pleased to
state:

(a) the percentage of agriculture-
based products to all exports made
by India during 1965-66;

(b) how much is exported in the
shape of finished products and how
much as raw materials; and

(c) what steps are being taken to
convert the exportable raw materials
into finished products for export?

The Minister of Commerce (Shri
Manubhai Shah): (a) Approximately
79.50 per cent.

(b) A statement is laid on the Table
of the House.
See No. LT-7425/68].

(c) Effort is being made, wherever
possible to export finisheq products in
preference to raw materials. To
achieve this, research is being carried
out on various agricultural commodi-

[Placed in Library.

ties in order to improve the quality of
our finisheq products. However, the
process of exporting agricultural com-
modities in finished form has to be
gradual for two reasons:

(1) resistance from countries
which have been importing
raw materials so far and
doing the processing them-
selves;

(2) import tariffs are generally
higher on finished products
than on raw materials.
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