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Tribal Blocks in Orissa

2258. Shri Maheshwar Naik: Will the
Minister of Planning and Social Wel-
fare be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
Tribal Blocks that have been carved
out in most of the cases have more or
less taken no account of the comcen
tration of the Scheduled Tribe people
inhabiting the area in Orissa State,
particularly in the District of Mayur-
bhanj; and

(b) if so, the action taken in the
matter?

The Deputy Minister in the Depart-
ment of Social Welfare (Shrimati
Chandrasekhar): (a) No. During the
Third Plan period all the Tribal Deve-
lopment Blocks opened in Orissa, in-
cluding th= one opened in Mayurbhanj
District, satisfied the criterion of 66
per cent of tribal concentration, pre-
scribed for the purpose.

During the Fourth Plan period, the
criterion of tribal concentration has
been relaxed from 66  per cent to
50 per cent, Four Tribal Development
Blocks are proposed to b2 opened in
the District of Mayurbhanj during
1966-67 (1st year of the Fourth Plan),
satisfying the criterion of 50 per cent.
of tribal concentration.

(b) Does not arise.
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