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(b) if so. the amouot likely to be speot 
00 this Station; aod 

(c) the time by which the station is 
likely to be ready? 

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER 
OF ATOMIC ENERGY AND MINISTER 
OF PLANNING (SHRIMATI INDIRA 
GANDHI): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) Detailed estimates are under pre-
paration. 

(c) Initially it is in'ended to use the 
station for flight testing of indigenously 
developed rockets. It is expected that this 
coutd be done in about 12 months time. 
Subsequently, the station will gradually be 
developed into a Satellite Launching Station. 
This is expected to be ready in about four 
years time. 

StreDgtbenIDg of PaIdstaa'. Defeaee SlreIIgth 

8741. SHRI R. BARUA: 
SHRI SITARAM KESRI: 

Will the Minister oC DEFENCE be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government's attention 
_ has been drawn to the reported Statement 

oC Marshal A. Grechko made in Pakistan 
that U.S.S.R. is interested in Pakistan 
strengthening its defence strength against its 
enemy; 

(b) whether Mr. Grechko further said 
that U.S.S.R. was interested in Pakistan 
maintaining military balance in the region; 
and 

(c) iC so, the reaction oC Government 
thereto? 

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI 
SWARAN SINGH): (a) Government have 
seen press reports to this effect. (Govern-
ment consider that such statements, are 
likely to encourage Pakistan's in-transigence 
against India. The matter was taken up 
through diplomatic channels with the Soveit 
authorities. who have now stated that the 
Soviet Defence Minister who was speaking 
ex-tempore was referring only in Beneral 

term. to the need for strengthen ina Pakis-
tan's defence against aggression. Tho 
Soviet Union have further stated that no 
reference to India W8! intended. 

(b) Th~ Soviet authorities have stated 
that they do not subscribe to the notion of 
a so-called military balance between India 
and Pakistan and have denied that a refer-
cnce to it was made by the Soviet Defence 
Minister. 

(c) As the House is aware, Government 
have already pointed out to the Soveit Union 
the implications of the further accretion 10 
the armed po!ential oC Pakistan. 
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8745. SHRIOUN~AND THAKUR: 
SHRI ONKAR LAL BERWA: 
·SHRI P. N. SOLJ&.NKI: 
SHRI D. R. PARMAR: 
SHRI DEVEN SEN: 
SHRI KIKAR SINGH: 

Will the Minister of DEFENCE be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that Dr. Sarojani 
Mahishi, lormetly Parliamentary Sec",!ary 
to the Prime Minister, and some Memben 
of Parliament had written letters to the 
Prime Minister and the Minister of Defence 
in coDDectioo with a case of a Mahant (Pujari) 
Shri Baba Jagesb .... DRs ofMaimasin Mata 
(Durga Mandir) Jhaosi Cantonment; and 

(b) if so, tho facts of the case and the 
attitude of Government of this regard? 

THB MINISTER.OF DEFENCE (SHR[ 
SWARAN SINGH): (8) Yes, Sir. 

(b) A statement is laid OD the Table of 
the House. ~P.lrlud i. LlImlry. S~ No. LT-
1032!69] 




