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The Minister of State in the Min-
istry of Defence (Shri A, M, Thomas):
(a) No, Sir. Defence requirements are
released to the Private Scctor only
when they are beyond the capacity of
Ordnance Factories.

(b) and (c). Do not arise, as far as
clothing factories are concerned,

(d) No, Sir. Ng item of general
stores and clothing which could be
manufactured by  the  Ordnance
Factories has been off-loaded to the

Private sector.
Alloy Steel Plant, Kanpur

1226. Shri 5. M. Banerjee:
Shri Daji:

Will the Minister of Defence be

pleased to state:

(a) whether a final decisiont has been
taken to have a special Alloy Steel
Plant at Kanpur under his Ministry;
and

(b) if not, the reasons [or the delay?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Defence (Shri A. M. Thomas):
(a) and (b). The present proposal is
for modernising the facilities availa-
ble for Alloy Steel production at
Kanpur, The final scope and patiern
of facilities to be set up will be deter-
mincd with reference to the capabili-
ties that we may be able to develop
in other steel plants, It is not at pre-
sent intended to have a special plant
at Kanpur.

Satellite Communication System

1227. .Dr. P. N. Khan,
Dr. M. M. Das:
Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad:
Shri M. L. Dwivedi:
Shri S. C. Samanta:
Shri Subodh Hansda:

Will the Prime Minister be pleased
to state:

(a) whether a Centre which will
track satelliles in orhit and conduct
training and investigations in satellite
communication technigues has been
established at Ahmedabad:
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(b) if so, the functions of this
Centre; and
(c) whether any financial and

technical assistance have been received
in the form of experts and equipmcents
from the United Nations in setting up
this Centre?

The Prime Minister and Minister of
Atomic Energy (Shrimati Indira
Gandhi): (a) to (¢). An Experimental
Satcllite  Communication Earth Sta-
tion (ESCES) is Dbeing set up in
Ahmedabad with financial and techni-
cal assistance provided by the United
Nations Special  Fund through the
International Telecommunication
Union (ITU). which is the Executive
Ageney for the Project.

(b) The purpose of the Project is
the establishment and initial opera-
tion of a centre mainly for research
and training in the technology of sate-
llite communication, particularly with
reference to carth stations. The Centre
will inter alia participate in practical
tests and conduct training and investi-
gations  in  satellite  communication
techniques and provide training to
Indian and foreign engineers, scientists
and technicians in all aspects of the
design, construction, operation  and
maintenande  of a satellite communi-
cation earth station as well as in
satellite communication techniques.
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