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Import of Maize

2992, Shri Muthp Gounder: Will
the Minister of Commerce be plcased
to state:

(a) the quantities of maize im-
ported from U.S.A. in the past three
years for food purposes and for mak-
ing starch 10 mect commercial needs;
and

(b) the prices at which it was im-
vorted and the prices at which the
naize and the starch made out of it
were sold?

The Minister of Commerce (Shri
Manubhai Shah): (a) and (b). No
maize was imported in the past three
years for food purposes. The follow-
ing quantities were imported for the
production of ctarch:

Year Quantity C.I.F.price at Kandla
tmporeed
53,687 tons

1963-64 Rs. 1.63.18,938/-

1,170,935 tons  Rs. 3,55.20,263/-
1965-66 1,31.208 tons  Rs. 4,53,95,133/-

During 1963-64, starch was sold at
Rs. 40-41 per bag of 50 kgs. In 1964-
85, the prices remained stationary
upto September 1964, but afterwards
the prices rose sharply to about
Rs. 100 per bag. This tendency was
soon brought under control and the
starch manufacturers agreed volun-
tarily to sell the starch at Rs. 57 to
60 per bag during 1965-66.
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2994. Shri Nambiar: Will the Minis-
ter of Industry be pieased to state:

(a) whether it is g fact that the
Asbestos Cement Industry is facing a
crisis due to want of raw materials
and off-take of produce;

(b) whether the import of neces-
sary raw materials is permitted;

(c) whether it is a3 fact that work-
men in the factories of Asbestos
Cement Ltd. at Coimbatore have
been notified to lay off due to cur-
tailment of production; and

(d) the steps being taken in this
regard?

The Minister of Industry (Shri D.
Sanfivayya): (a) There has been =
raw material shortage for this indus-
try due to low allocation of foreign

exchange during 1965-66, resulting in
a fzll in production during 1966.
There has been a temporary decline
in the demand of asbestos cement
roofing sheets during 1966. Produc-
tion during the period January to
October, 19668 was 2,52,037 tonnes,
compared to 3,54,345 tonnes during
January to October, 1965.

(b) Yes, Sir.
(c) Yes, Sir; for four weeks.

(d) The raw material position has
since been improved considerably by
resuming foreign exchange alloca-
tion.

Decline in Rallway Goods Traffic

2995. Shri P. C. Borooah: Will the
Minister of Railways be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that goods
traffic carried by the Railways has
been coming down from year to year;

(b) if so, the extent of originaiing
traffic moved by the Railways in 1964-
65 and 1965-66 and in the first half
of this year; and

(c) the reasons for this reduction
and the extent of surplus capacity
with the Railways?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Raflways (Dr. Ram Subhag
Singh): (a) No, Sir. The goods traffic
has, in fact, been going up from year
to year.

(b) The originating tonnage of
goods traffic increased from 1938
millions in 1964-65 to 203‘1 millions
in 1965-66. The tonnage of originat-
ing goods traffic in the first half of
1966-67 was approximately 97:13
millions, which represents an increasc
of 2:19 million tonnes over the first
half year of 1965-66.

(c) Does not arise.

Staff on ex-BKS Bikaner Division

?996. Shri P, L. Barupal: Will the
Minister of Railwayy be pleased teo
state:

(a) whether it is.a fact that tke
staff on ex-BKS portion of Bikaner





