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- Assurantes for maintaiming prices

2907. Shri Madbu Limaye:
Shri Kishen Pattnayak:

Will the Minister of Commerce be
pleased to refer to the reply given
to Unstarred Question No. 1628 on
the 5th August, 1868 and state:

(a) which of the manufacturers who
gave an as$urance to the Prime Minis.
ter “that they will maintain the pri-
ces of their products inspite of the
devaluation” have not Lkept -this
assurance and have increased - their
prices;

(b) the position in respect of price-
rise at present; and

(c) whether Government are satis-
fled that the consumers were freely
getting these products on the 2nd
July, 1966 at the prices mentioned in
the reply to thc question referred to
above?

The Minigter of Commerce (Shri
Manubbal Shah): (a) As per assur-
ances given, for about 2 months fol-
lowing devaluation, the manufacturers
by and large, maintained the prices:

The important changes that have

since taken place are as follows:

The Manufacturers of Vanaspati and
toilet|washing soap and cotton textiles
revised their prices upwardly with
effect from 19th August, 1966, 8th Sep-
tember, 1966 and 1st October. 1966

‘respectively.

Vanaspati manufacturers however
brought down the prices with effect
from 1st October, 1966 which more
or less neutralised the increase which
took place from 15th August, 1986.
Again from 1st November, 1966 a fur-

ther price reduction was made in Nov-
ember, 1966 by about 25 paise per Kg.
in all the 4 zones—North, South, East
and West,

Soap manufacturerg have also re-
duced the prices from 15th November.
1966 by 20 paise per Kg. on toilet soap
and 12 paise per Kg. on washing soap
though this has not neutralised the
recent price increase..

As regards cotton textiles Govern-
ment agreed to the upwarg revision of
prices by manufacturers on controlled
categories of cloth to the extent of
6 per cent due to increased cost of pro-
duction. ~ It has, however, at the same
time been decided to withdraw the
excise duty on dhoties, sarees and
other popular varieties to cushion the
price increase so that priceg to be paid
by the consumer would go up by 3'to
5 per. cent. :

(b) A statement showing the whole-
sale prices of selected commodities for
the country as a whole and retail
prices of selected commodities in
Delhf is laid on the Table of the House.
[Placed.in Library. See No. LT-7500/
66].

(c) While there have been some rec-
ports of shortages in some of the com-
modities occasionally at certain places,
these were generally available to the
consumers at the prices referred to in
the statemcent.

Neyveli Thermal Power Station

2908. Shri Yashpal Singh: Will the
Minist 1 ‘'of Mines and Metals be pleas-
ed (o state:

(a) whether the Neyveli Thermal
Power Station is going to be con-
structed according to the schedule;
and

(b) if so, when the project would
be completed?

The Minister of Mines and Metals
(Shri S, K. Dey): (a) The Neyveli
Thermal Power Station is already in
operation.  Presumably, the Hon'ble
Member is referring to the third stage
of its expansion. Thig Is expected to
be completed according to schedule. .





