107 Written Answers
Cochin Port

€7. Shri A. K, Gopalan:
Shri P. Kunhan:
Shri Imbichibava:

Will the Minister of Transpert,
Aviation, Shipping and Tourism be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it js a fact that many
ocean marine ships are diverted from
Cochin Port for wan{ of channel
depth;

(b) the number of dredgers in
Cochin Port for clearing the chan-
nels and the number of years these
dredgers are working in this Port;

(c) whether it is also a fact that
ehannel clearing work in the Port has
been sizeably increased since the
opening of oil tanker berth;

(d) whether the Port
have demandeq additional
for the port; and

authorities
dredgers

(e) if so, the action taken
matter?

in the

The Minister of Transport, Aviation,
Shipping and Tourism (Shri Sanjiva
Reddy): (a) to (e). The Cochin Port
has a suction, dredger and a bucket
dredger and these have been working
at the Port for over 20 years now.
Dredging commitments at the Port
have increased since the opening of
the oil tanker berth because additional
dredging is required in the channel
and in the turning basin. The Port
authorities have proposed the, pur-
chase of two new dredgers. The Port
Trust have been authorised to invite
tenders for one of these dredgers, As
regards the other dredger, the specifica-
tions are being drawn up by a Com-
mittee of technical 'experts and pro-
cyrement action will be initiated as
soon as the specifications have been
finalised. No ships have beep divert-
ed from Cochin Port for want of
channel depth.
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