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llahatma Gandhi Birthday Cente-
nary Committee 

:M6'7. Shri Hari Vislmu Kamath: 
Shri Nath Pai: 
Shri Alvares: 
Shri Hem Barua: 
Shri • Surendrauth Dwivedy: 

Will the Minister of Home Mairs 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that re-
aently a deceased M.L.A. of Kerala 
was nominated by Government as a 
member of the Mahatma Gandhi 
Birth 'Centenary State ·Committee; 

(b) whether it is a fact that a de-
ceased M.P. of Kerala was invited by 
Government to attend a Conference; 

(c) if· so, the reasons for. such re-
missness; and 

. (d) the circumstancES in which 
such egregious fa.ux pas were C0"11-
mitted? . . 

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Home Affairs and Minister of 
Defence Supplies in the Ministry of 

• Defence (Shri Hathi): (a) to (d). In 
December 1965 a corrmlUnication from 
thn National Committee lor the Gan-
dhi Centenary was received by the 
Kerala Government. It was suggested 
therein that Gandhi Centenary Com-
mittees in the States were to be set 
up before the close of January, 1966. 
The Chairman of the National Com-
mittee had also indicated in his letter 
"that the constructive work that Gan~ 
dhiji had aimed at has to be given its 

.tlue importance 3nd henc the bodies 
which are doing this work such as 

Gandhi Nidhi, Kasturba Trust. Sarvv-
daya MandaI, Harijan Savak Sangh 
etc. should be duly represemed". III 
view of the short span of time at the 
disposal of the State Secretariat and 
w:th a view to give due representa-
tion to the type", of organisations re-
ferred to above, a list of persons for 
inclusion in the proposed State Com-
mittee had to be drawn up, on the 
basis of information collected previo-
usly in some other connection. In an 
attempt to give representation to pro-
minent Harijan leadel"s also in the 
Committee, the name of Shri Kanan 
who was a non-official member from 
the Ernakulam District Advisory 
Committee for Harijan Welfare wa' 
included in the list, There was no in-
formation in the file that Shri Kanan 
was not living. It was only subse-
quently that the mistake was brought 
to the notice of Government. 

The error occurred quite inadver-
tently. To avoid such errors in future, 
steps are being taken by the Kerala 
Government to prepare a panel of 
names for nomination to such com-
mittees as and when need arises and 
the names included in the panel will 
also be got checked by \he State Dis-
trict Collectors ~rior to the constitu-
tion of the Committee. 

(b) No, Sir. 

SebolarsbsiJll'l for study abroad 

2468. Sbri GuIsban: Will the 
Minister of Education be pleased to 
state: 

(a) the total number of scholarship" 
given to Indians by his Ministry for 
studies abroad during the financial 
year ending March.. 1966; 

(b) the number of scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes students who 
were given the above mentioned 
scholarships; and 

(c) the amount spent on these 
scholarships category-wise and State-
wise? ,. 




