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(b) if not, the reasons therefor? 

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI 
'SWARAN SINGH): (a) and (b). The 
question of recognising the first year exa-
mination of th~ three-year Engineering 
Diploma cour'e. the minimum qualification 
for entry to which course is the passing of 
the Higher Secondary examination, is under 
consideration. \t present the first-year 
examination of the Engineering Diploma 
course is not recognised as a qualification 
for admission to the J ndian Military Aca-
demy or the Officers Training Schools for 
Short Service Commissions, 
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STOPPAGE OF U.s. BOMBING IN NORTH 
VIET-NAM 

356. SHRI D. C. SHARMA: 
SHRI BENI SHANKER 

SHARMA: 
SHIH HEM DARUA: 

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether U.S.A. has put an end to 
bombing of North Viet-Nam; 

(b) if so, the reaction . of Government 
thereto; and 

(c) the steps which Government are 
taking to bring a settlement? 

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER 
OF .nOMIC ENERGY, MINISTER OF 
PLANNING AND MINISTER OF EX-
TERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRIMATI INDIRA 
GANDHI): (a) Yes. Sir. 

(b) The Govenunent of India has wel-
comed the step taken by the U.S. Govern-
ment, which is in accord with what the 
Govermrient of India has advocated for 
quite sOme time. 

(c) The Government of India is in close 
touch with the parties concerned through 
diplomatic channel with a view to helping 
towards a peaceful solution of the problem. 

INDIAN NATIONALS IN PAKISTAN JAILS 

557. SHRI ANKINEEDU: Will the 
Minister of EATERNAL AFFAIRS be 
pleased to state: 
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(a) whether it is a fact that a very large 
nllmber of Indian Nationals are interned 
in Pakistan Jails without any formal trial; 

(b) the steps which Government have 
talcn to secure their release; and 

(c) the result thereof? 

THE PRIME MINISTER. MINISTER 
OF ,HOMIC ENERGY, MINISTER OF 
PLANNING AND MINISTER OF EX-
TERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRIMATr INDfRA 
GANDHI): (a) to (c). The Government 
have no authentic information on thi, ';ub-
jec!. The Government of Pakistan do not 
furnisb information in regard to Indiah 
nationals who are detained without trial in 
p..udslan. The Government Imve repeatedly 
approacbed the Government of Pakistan in 
this regard but there has been no response 
so far. 
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Mis COOPER ALLEN AND COMPANY 

559. SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: 
SHRI HIMATS~NGKA: 

Will the Minister of DEFENCE be 
pleased to state : 




