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SHRI CHINTAMANI PANIGRAHI :
May I know whether this complex has been
divided into two stages, one stage for pro-
duction of pig iron and the second stage
for production of feriilisers ? The minister
said that the State Government has now
suggested to the Union Government that
the first phase can be waived and only
the second phase can be taken up. There-
fore, I would like to know whether the
Rs. 20 crores, which has been provided by

the State Government, has been provided
in consultation with the Planning Commis-

sion, the Cabinet Committee, the Secre-
taries Committee or the Ministry ? If so,
has it been done with the understanding
that necessary finance will also come from
the centre to carry forward the second
phase of the complex, i. e., fertiliser com-
plex ? If that is not so, may I know
whether the Government of India has any
project by itself for better utilisation of the
best coal available in Talcher, in the
fourth plan ?

SHRI P.C. SETHI : The Central Fuel
Research Institute Bureau, while recom-
mending the project, said that it should be
taken up in two stages. The first stage would
cost Rs. 10.8 crores and that would be for
pig iron production and the second stage
would be for fertiliser production. This
was considered in the Cabinet Sub-Commi-
ttee as well as in the committee of Economic
Secretaries. There, in accordance with
the views of the Planning Commission, it
was decided  that both the stages should
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be taken up together. On this issue, there
was some difference of opinion. The
final position is, the Orissa Government
has said that if there is some difficulty in
putting up the pig iron plant, we should
proceed with the setting up of the fertiliser
plant alone. This is being considered and
that is why the Petroleum and Chemicals
Ministry has sent a team to Europe. About
the provision of Rs. 20 crores by the State
Government, 1 have no information.
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI

PARIMAL GHOSH): (a) Approxima-
tely Rs. 6.15 crores.

(®) No, Sir. .
(c) Does not arise.
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SHRI PARIMAL GHOSH : Flood
is more or less an every-year phemomenon
in some parts of the railways. Particu-
farly in the NF Railway, in some sections
we have floods every year. This year it
was unprecedented. We did not have
a similar experience during the last 40
years. As a matter of fact, it is very
difficult to pinpoint exactly which areas
have not been affected by floods at all and
which areas have been affected by unpre-
cedented floods this year. Particularly
in the NF Railway, in West Bengal section
and some parts of Gujarat and Rajasthan
and Orissa, there has been unprecendented
flood this year.
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SHRI PARIMAL GHOSH : .In the
railways we have a Breach and Flood
Control Department which normally goes
into the details and checks up whether
the waterways provided in some of the
embankments and approaches to the
bridges are adequate or not. The bridges
which we have provided appear to be
adequate for normal situations. This
year there was difficulty because of the
onprecedented floods which nobody could
predict. We are constantly in touch with
the State Government engineers in the
matter. Particularly this year, in the
context of the floods in North Bengal,
the Irrigation and power Ministry have
constituted a committee with which the
railway engineers are also associated.
They are going into the matter and we are

awaiting their report.
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THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI C. M. POONACHA): River
Ghagra has been changing its course very
frequently and a bridge has been comple-
tely washed away in that sector on the
North Eastern Railways. The State Go-
vernment authorities are also  concerned
with this particular problem. Protective
works are under way and when stabilisation
is achieved as regards the course of this
river, other arrangements as regards that
railway line could te considered.
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DR. RANEN SEN: It has been
almost universally recognised that due to
railway embankments in many areas
natural rain water cannot be drained, and
this has be:n brought to the notice of the
Ministry this year after the Midnapur
floods. I myself visited that area and
found the outlet very narrow to allow the
abn>yrmal flood water to pass through it.
May | know whether the rzilways are con-
sidering measures to do away with the
defects in the embankments which were
causing in the past unprecedented damage
to property, including railway property ?

SHRI PARIMAL GHOSH : When-
ever we have any embankment we always
take into consideration the question of
providing adequate waterways. In some
places, espe.ially when the flood water or
rain water is very heavy, waterways may
not be suffi.i:ntly adequate enough. We
are cxamining this point and, wherever
necessary, we are suitably widening the
waterways.

SHRI D. AMAT : Has the attention
of the hon. Minister been drawn to an
article published in the Engineering Times
of 1st November 1968 by Mr. S. P. Banerjee,
a Si iurien Consulting Chartered Structural
Engineer of Calcutta, that the damage was
caused due to sabotage also ? Even the
contemporarics of this news paper doubt
that the sudden rclease of 6 lakhs cusecs
of impounded water from the higher
region could not have come within so
short a timz. According to the rainfall
report, there was only 43.57 inches of rain-
fall from October 2 to October 4. May
I know from the hon. Minister whether it
was due to sabotage; if so, what steps has
the Government taken to check such
sabotage in future ?

SHRI PARIMAL GHOSH : 1 do not
have any information on that particular
‘point.
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE'
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
PARIMAL GHOSH) : (a) and (b) : There
have been instances where passengers
travelling by night trains, particularly on
branch line sections in certain arcas have
complained of such difficultics. Security
measures such as provision of armed police
cscorts with night trains supplemented by
Railway Protection Force wherever neces~
sary, special watching of criminals at
junctions and important railway stations
by police, intensifying surveillance of
suspects by detective police staff, checking
of bolts and latch fittings in the compart-
ments, are regularly being attended to by
the authorities concerned.

(c) Railway journeys . being mostly
inter-state, it is somewhat difficult to
furnish precise information in this regard.
Generally speaking, such crimes are in-
creasingly noticed on the Northern, North
Eastern, Eastern and Central Railways.
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