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Help for the Blind in India

3379. SHRIMATI ILA PALCHAUD-
HURI : Will the Minister of SOCIAL
WELFARE be pleased to state 3

(a) whether Government of India's
attention has been drawn to a news report
published in the Calcutta issue of Amrita
Bazar Patrika dated the 3rd October, 1968
that an Umbrella factory in Addis Ababa
(Bthiopia) is entirely menned by blind
workers : and

(b) if so, whether Government of India
propose to get details of the factory aad
the manner in which the bllndman work
there with a view to help the blindmen in
India ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WELFARE
DR. (SHRIMATI) PHULRENU GUHA) :
(8) and (b). Yes, Sir. Nocessary details of
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the project have been requested through
the Imperial Ethiopian Emabssy in New
Delhi.

Rehabilitation Centres for Miners

3380. SHRIMATI ILA PALCHAUDHA-
RY : Will the Minister of LABOUR AND
REHABILITATION be pleased to state :

(a) the number of rehabilitation Centres
for miners with their location opened so
far in India ;

(b) the details of facilities which these
centres provide for the benefit of the
miners ;

(c) the approximate number of miners
to be benefited by these centres : and

(d) the number and places where such
centres are likely to be established in
future ?

THE MINISTER OF LABOUR AND
REHABILITATION (SHRI HATHI) : (a)
Under the Mica Mines Labour Welfare
Fund, one Rehabilitation Centre exist at
Tisri in Bihar. Under the Coal Mines
Labour Welfare Fund, no indepondent
Rehabilitation Centre has so far been
opened. Two Small Rehabilitation Centres
attached to the Central Hospitals at Dhan-
bad and Asansol, however, are function-
ing.

(b) Faciiities of tailoring and basket
making exist at the Centre at Tisrl. The
Centres attached to the Central Hospitals
at Dhanbad and Asansol provide treatmeat
facilities like active exercises, infrared and
Ultraviolet rays, electrical stimulation,
massage, paraffin bath and exercises, radi-
um heat bath and also occupational
therapy.

(c) At the Centre at Tisri, about 48
miners, and at the Centres attached to the
two Ceatral Hospitals, about 8,000 patients,
are benefitted every year.

(d) Three Rehalibitation Centres, one
ogch at Tisri ia Bihar, at Sidhabari in
Woest Beogal and at Chhindwara in Madhya
Pradesh are proposed to be estadlished,





