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near future on the recommendations
of the I.CAAR. Efforts are also
made: to multiply these sceds even
in off-season-in suitable tracts, so that
in the event of a variety being found
suitable for release, adequate quan-
tities of seeds would be available
at the time of release.

RISE IN WHEAT PRICE

6513. SHRI D. N. PATODIA:
SHRI. . KANWAR LAL
GUPTA:

Will the Minister of FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

-(a) whether it is a fact that the
price of wheat in Delhi, Punjab and
other places has been rising during
the current months; and

(b) if so, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRI-
CULTURE, COMMUNITY DEVE-
LOPMENT AND CO-OPERATION
(SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE):
(a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The "prices havé tended to
shew a rise on account of transport
difficulties and fall in market arri-
vals due to rains.

‘WiTHDRAWAL OF FooD RATIONING
FROM METROPOLITAN CITIES

6514. SHRI D. N. PATODIA:
Will the Minister of FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) to what extent the bumper
crop has helped to withdraw ration-
ing of foodgrains from the metropo-
litan cities;

(b) if so, the namcs- of the cities
wherefrom rationing has been with-
drawn;

(c) whether the quantum of food-
grains issued through the ration
shops has since been increased; and

(d) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRI-
CULTURE, COMMUNITY DEVE-
LOPMENT AND CO-OPERATION
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(SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE):
(a) and (b). In the context of the

- improved food position, statutory ra-

tioning has been replaced by control-
led distribution of foodgrains in
three cities namely Delhi, Kanpur
and . Hyderabad-Secunderabad.

(c) State Governments have been
advised to increase the overall ration
quantum of cereals to 2500 grams
per adult per week wherever statu-
tory rationing is in force.

(d) Does not arise.

AGRICULTURAL CREDIT

6515. SHRI D. N. PATODIA :
SHRI RAMACHANDRA
ULAKA:
SHRI
MEENA:

Will the Minister of FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE be pleased to
state:

DHULESHWAR

(a) whether keeping in view the
growing needs for agricultural cre-
it in the context of the country's
determination to achieve a break-
through in agriculture, Government
have considered the desirability -of
allocating more funds for rural cre-
dit. and broad-basing the existing
credit institutions in the rural areas;

(b) if so, the additional allocation
for ‘agricultural credit for 1968-69;
and ~

(c) the progress which has so far
been made in locating agricultural
credit corporations in different States
and the factors which are responsible
for the slow progress in the matter?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRI-
CULTURE, COMMUNITY DEVE-
LOPMENT AND CO-OPERATION
(SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE):
(a) Government have considered the
desirability of having more funds
for the rural credit and also for
broad-basing the existing credit in-
stitutions in the rural areas. Multi-
agency approach for disbursement of
agricultural credit has, therefore,
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been adopted. In addition to co-ope-
rative credit societics, other agencies
are being encouraged to provide fin-
ance to agricultural sector, The Agri-
cultural Finance Corporation, recent-
ly .established by the Commercial
banks, is also expected.to help in
making available more funds for
agricultural programmes. Commer-
cral Banks will also lend directly to
farmers and indirectly through Co-
operatives.

With regard to broad-basing the
cxisting credit institutions in the
rural areas a number of steps such
as introduction of Crop Loan System,
contribution to the Stabilisation and
special bad debt reserve funds, sub-
scription to the ‘share capital of thc
co-operative societies and co-opera-
tive banks and provision of mana-
gerial subsidy, have bcen and are
being taken to strengthen the co-
operative credit structure in order to
facilitate the issuc of substantially
larger credit. There is a drive to in-
crcase the membership of co-opera-
tives.. Norms for making the socie-
ties viable are laid down and being
followed.

(b) It is tentatively estimated that
the short-term loans disbursed by co-
operatives will go up from Rs. 400
crores in 196768 to about Rs. 450
croies by 1968-69. Similarly long-
term credit disbursed by Co-opcra-
tive Land Dcvelopment Banks is cx-
pected to go up from Rs. 78 crores
in 1967-68 to about Rs. 100 crores
in 1968-69. :

It is estimated that finance from
commercial banks to the agricultu-
ral sector as a whole would aggregate
to Rs. 300 to Rs. 400 crores by the
end of 1968-69.

Government of India may provide
short-term advances to the extent of
Rs. 105 crores during the year 1968-
69 to the State Governments for pur-
chase and distribution of Agricultu-
ral inputs such as seeds, pesticides
and fertilisers and for a part of Tac-
cavi. k

(c) Agricultural Credit Corpora-
tion are proposed to be set up in the
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States of Assam, Bihar, Orissa, West
Bengal and Rajasthan and the Uni-
on Territories of Manipur and Tri-
pura where the co-operative move-
ment is comparatively weak. An en-
abling legislation i.e., ‘State Agricul-
tural Credit Corporations Bill-1968°
permitting the concerned State Gov-
ernments to establish such corpora-
tions has been introduced in the
Parliament. After the Bill js passed,
further action to establish the Cor-
porations can be taken by the con-
cerned State Governments.
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