12513 Written Answers

APRIL 20, 1968

Written Answers 12514

Export of Cotton Textile Goods increase the producﬁm' in the

4262. Shri B. Barua: Will the Minis-
ter of Commerce be pleased to state:

(a) whether the rising cost of cot-
ton textile goods has affected our ex-
port market; and

(b) if so, the steps taken in
‘regard?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
iry of Commerce (Shri Shafl Qureshi):
(a) and (b), India has been facing
keen competition from other exporting
countrieg both in regard to price and
quality of textiles. Government have
taken a number of stepgs to enrute
that Indian textiles are not priced out
of foreign markets. Raw cotton which
constitutes the major portion of ‘he
cost of production of cotton textles is
made available to the cotton textile
mills in adequate quantities and at
reasonab'e prices. The mills export-
ing cotton textiles are given somc
assistance ag regards import of dyes,
chemicals, etc, with a view to boosling
their exports. They are also allowed
to import items of machinery not
indigenously available so as to accele-
rate the pace of modernisation and
rehabilitation of the textile industiry
which will enable theym to produce
guality textiles at competitive prices.
Government have also taken a num-
ber of steps to maintain and impreve
the quality of textiles. A Textiles
Committee has been statutorily set up,
the functions of which include pres-
cription of standards of quality for
textiles, both for internal consump-
tion and for export. Morcover, every
reputed mill in the country is now
maintaining a quality control d-part-
ment to ensure production of quality
textiles. Pre-shipment inspection of
cxports of textiles is being carried
out. About 10,000 automatic looms
have also been licensed to vailous
units with export obligation so that
flawless cloth may be exported.
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Titanium Factory at Trivandrum

4263, Shri Vasudevan Nair: Will the
Minister of Industry be pleased to
Sate:

“(a) whether there is a proposal to

L}

Titanium Factory at Trivandrum; and

(b) what will be the estimated sav-
ing of foreign exclange due to this
increased production?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Industry (Shri Bibudhendra
Misra): (a) and (b). Yes, Sir. The’
unit has been granted a licence in-
creasing its capacity from 6500 tonnes
per annum to 24500 tonnes per annum.
During the year 1964-65 import of
about 3000 tonnes of titanium dioxide
valued approximately at Rs. 62 lakhs
was made to meet the inereasing de-
mand for the product. With the im-
plementation of the additional capa-
city licensed, the foreign exchange
expenditure on the import of the pro-
duct would be saved.
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Express Train from Delhi to Bombay

4285, Shri Firodia: Will the Mirister
of Rallwayg be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government propase to
start a new Express train from Delhi
to Bombay via Central Railway;

(b) whether a number of represerta-
tions have been made by the people
of Madhya Pradesh in which they
have urged Government to start a new
train; and

(c) if so, whether any decisior hag
been taken in the matter?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Railways (Dr, Ram Subhag
Singh): (a) to (c). Representations
have been received urging the intro-
duction of an additional train between
Bombay V.T. and Delhi on the Central
Railway route. It is, however, not
feasible to introduce an additional
train on thig route at present for want
of spare line capacity on various scc-
tions there. Works to increase line
capacity on this route are in progress,
on completion of which the introduc-
tion of an additional train will be duly
congidered.

Retting of C

(b) whether the Coir Research Insti-
tute has tackled this technical pro-
blem; and

(c) if so, the result thereof?

The Deputy Minister im the Minis-
try of Copumerce (Shyl Shafi Qureshi):
(a) to (c), Experiments on retting of
coconut husk by chemical process have
been done at the Central Coir Re-
search Institute, Kalavoor but without
success. Instead of reduction in cost,
the chemical processes have bcen
found to increase the cost of retting.

Coir Mats Factory in Alleppey

4267. Shri Warior:
Shri Vasudevan Nair:

Will the Minister of Commerce be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have taken
any steps to establish mechanised coir
mats factory in Alleppey; and

(b) if so, the details thereof?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Ceammerce (Shri Shafi Qureshi):
(a) Yes, Sir,

(b) The factory at Alleppey will
have five powerlooms to begin with.
It will produce coir matting and the
products are intended for export.
Orders for the import of five power-
looms have been placed and they are
expected shortly. Steps for the con-
struction of the factory building have
been taken on hand,

Sea Food Exporters

4268. Shri Warior:
Shri Vasudevan Nair:

Will the Minister of Commerce be
pl d to state:

Husk by Chemiecal
Processes

4266. Shri Warlor:
Shri Vasudevan Nair:

Will the Minister of Commerce be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have taken
any steps to reduce the cost of retting
of coconut husk by chemical processes;
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(a) whether it is a fact that the
Indian sea-food exporters who have
set up peeling sheds are prosecuted
under the Factories Act;

(b) if so, whether Government have
received any representation from these
exporters; and

(c) the action taken thereon?





