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India’s Publicity Abroad

425. Shri Narayan Reddy:
Shri Rameshwar Tantla:
Shri Himatsingka:

Shri C. K. Bhattacharyya:

Will the Minister of External
Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Gov-
ernment are considering a proposal
to make a systematic study of India’s
neighbours, particularly China and
Pakistan, so as to collect information
useful for publicity purposes both in
peace and war;

(b) it so, the details thereof; and

(¢) when it is likely to be imple-
mented?

The Minister of External Affairs
(Shri Swaran Singh): (a) to (c).
There is no special proposal as such.
However, in pursuance of the normal
functions of the External Affairs Min-
istry, there is constantly a systematic
study of the policies of all the coun-
tries with which India has diplomatic
relations, not only for publicity pur-
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poses but also with a view to the
evolution of our policies. This study
is naturally intensified and adapted to
suit changing conditions as and when
occasion arises.

Interim Report on Television

426. Shri Narayan Reddy:
Shri Rameshwar Tantia:
Shri Himatsingka:

Dr. L. M, Singhvi:
Shri Linga Reddy:

Will the Minister of Information
and Broadcasling be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have re-
ceived the Third Interim Report on
Television in India;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(¢) the gteps taken to implement the
suggestions made therein?

The Minister of Inf ti and
Broadcasting (Shri Raj Bahadur):
(a) Yes, Sir.

(b) A Summary of the Report is
laid on the Table [Placed in Library
See No. LT—5504/66.]

(¢ The suggestions made in
Report are under consideration.

the

Prime Minister's Meeting with Naga
Rebels

427. Shri Lahtap Chaudhry:
Shrl P. R. Chakraverti:
Shri K. N. Tiwary:
Shri Eswara Reddy:
Shrimati Renuka Barkatakl:
Shri Rameshwar Tantia:
Shri Himatsingka:

Shri Onkar Lal Berwa:
Shri Kolla Venkaiah:
Shri M. N. Swamy:
Shri Laxmi Dass:

Shri P. C. Borooah:
Shri Guishan:

Shri Narayan Reddy:
Shri D. N. Tiwary:
Shri Bhagwat Jha Asad:
Shri M. L. Dwivedi:
Shri 8. C. Samanta:
Shri Subodh Hansda:
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Shrimati Savitri Nigam:

Shri Madhu Limaye:

Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia:

Shri Kishen Pattnayak:

Shri Yashpal Singh:

Shri Hem Barua:

Shri C. K. Bhattacharyya:

Shri Ravindra Varma:

Shri R. S. Pandey:

Shri Rajeshwar Patel:

Shri R. Barua:

Shri Basumatari:

Shri Ram Harkh Yadav:

Shri Murli Manohar:

Shri Sidheshwar Prasad:

Shri Hem Raj:

Shri Dharmalingam:

Shri D. C. Sharma:

Shri Prakash Vir Shastri:

Shri Mohammad Elias:

Shri Vishwa Nath Pandey:
Will the Minister of External
Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
Prime Minister had a meeting with
the rebel Naga leaders;

(b) if so, the subjects discussed;
and

(c) whether any agreement has
been reached with the rebel leaders
for the settlement of the Naga pro-
blem?

The Minister of External Affairs
(Shri Swaran Singh): (a) Yes Sir.
The Naga leaders met the Prime
Minister on the 18th and 18th in Delhi

(b) and (c). The discussion was in
the nature of preliminary talks by
the underground leaders with the
Prime Minister to facilitate an early
peaceful settlement. Ways and means
of ensuring peace, effective implemen-
tation of the present agreement on the
suspension of operations and speedy
inquiry into complaints of breaches
and their settlement were discussed.

No specific agreement has been rea-
ched for tihe settlement of the Nagu
problem but further discussions wiil
take pisce in April this year.

Effect of Radiation on Flora
and Fauna

428. Shri Vasudevan Nair:
Shri Warior:
Shri Daji:

Will the Prime Minister be pleased
to state:

(a) whether any study had been
conducted to fird out the effects of
natural radiation on the flora and
fauna in the monozite areas of Kerala
during the last few years; and

(b) it so, with what results?

The Prime Minister and Minister
of Atomic Energy (Shrimati Indira
Gandhl): (a) Yes, As a part of a lar-
ger study on the effects of chronic
radiation on man and his environ-
ment an extended series of investiga-
tions have been carried out on the
flora and, to a limited extent, fauna
in the monazite areas of Kerala and
Madras States.

(b) The Biology Group of the
Energy Estublishment, Trombay, have
conducted extensive  radioecological
surveys of the monazite areag aimed
at defining the nature and  present
levels oi radiouctivity in a large num-
ber of the most extensively occurring
plants of the region. It has been ob-
served inat levels of both alpha and
gamma raaioactivity in plants  from
the 1monazite areas are higher thaa
in plants from the non-monazite areas.
Resultg obtained so far suggest that
the exisiing ievels of radioactivity in
these plants are chiefly due to i
absorption ol isotopes of radium from
the soii. The absorption of radioac-
tive elemcn.s by plants is related tc
the nature of the root system as well
as the growth pattern of the plant
spocies. Experiments have also been
undcrtaken to obtain quantitative in-
formation on the question of absorp-
tion, iransiccation and selective loca-
lizatioh «f the radivactive elements of
the natural thorium and uranium se-
ries {= plants.

In addition to radioactivity mee-
surcments, the effects on plafits of
the long-term exposure to radistion





