1469 Written Answers

(b) Land surplus to the requirernents
of Railways is made available to the
Collectors by the Railway Ministry for
letting it out for cultivation. While
allotting such lands preference is given
to the landless agricultural labourers
and then to dependants of soldiers
killed in action.

According to the recommendation
of the Working Group on Land Utili-
sation, all the vacant forest lands
suitable for plantation, are being affo-
rested in a planned manner by maxi-
mising the use of “Taungya” method.
Under this system, selected areas are
leased out by auction for sowing crops
along with forest plantation for 3-4
years and smaller areas are given pre-
ferentially to local landless inhabitants
including the Harijans. Water-lobbed
areas are, however leased out on short
term year to year basis for Boro and
Melon cultivation.
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