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Scarcity of Rice in West Bengal

105. Shri Tridib Kumar Chaudhuri:
Will the Munster of l'ood. Atrlctl-
ture, C
Co-operation be pleased to sute

(a) whether Government have re-
eseived any reports about the high
prices and acute scarcity of rice pre-
vailing in all deficit districts and
areas in West Bengal, outsidje the
statutory ration areas, as a result of
cordoning-off of the surplus rice
areas and prevention of all move-
ments of paddy and rice from the
cordoned-off surplus arcas to deficit
areas of the Statc under the Kssen-
tial Commodities Act and Orders
thereunder; and

(b) whether Government have re-
eeivoj any request for rice and wheat
from the Government of West Bengal
to meet the ration needs of deficit
areas in the State?

The Minister of State in the Minle-
try of Food, Agriculture, Community
Development ang Codperation (Shri
Govinda Menon): (a) Prices of rice
in West Bengal have been statutorily
eontrolled and increasing number of
population is being brought under
'modified rationing by the State Gov-
‘ernment. Some people are not satis-
fled with the ration and try to sup-
pl t it by purchasing in the black-
sarket, thug creating a feeling of
scarcity and pushing up the black-
mmrket prices high.

(b) knowing the Central Govern-
ment’s position about rice, West
‘Bengal Government have not demand-
“ed any specific quantity of rice. They
‘want their wheat quota to be increas-
‘ed.” The Government of India are
‘indreasing the whes! ¢acta of West
‘Bengal g the extent possmle, kedping
‘n view the overall avallabllity and
‘the demand of thé other'defitit Btated.

roreln Alr Companies

108 Shri Badshah Gupta: Will the
Mijnister of Transport, Aviation, Ship-
m and ronrhm be pleased state: .
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(a) the foreign air cmopanies which

were nationalised during the year
1053-34; and
(b) the new TYoreign companies

which have sprung up thereafter oam
the Calcutta-Siliguri and  other
routes?

The Minister of Transport, Aviation,
Shipping and Tourism (Shri Sanjiva
Reddy): (a) and (b). With the
nationalisation of scheduled air trans-
port in India in 1953, the twe
nationalised Corporations—Indian Air-
lines Corporation and Alr India Intes-
natiopal—took over the operations of
the ex-Indian Air Companies. Indian
Alrlines Corporation took over opera-
tions of 8 Indian Air Companies ope-
rating gervices within India and te
neighbouring countries while Ajr
India International took over the ope-
rations of Air India Internationa] Ltd.
operating services to foreign countries.
No foreign ajr company was nation-

‘alised then. Opetations of scheduled

services are reserved for the natlou-
alised airlines; no foreign companlu
have sprung up in Indix efter nation-
alisation.

Ald from UK, for Famine Areas

107. Shri P. C. Borooan:
Shnmmuﬂﬂm

Will the Minister of Foed, A;rl-
culture, Communijty Development and
Co-operation be pleased to state:

(a) whether the British Governs
ment have offered an interost-fres
loan of Rs. 10 crores to India to tide
over the food crisis;

(b) if s0, on what precise "Sermb;
and

(c) the artieles/commodities to be
procured with this loan and " how
much of each of thesc are to be im<
ported? .

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Food, Agricuiture, Community
Development and [Cooperation (Shel





