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Transfer of portions of N. R. Rail-
way to North-east Frontier Railway

481, SHRI SHIVA CHANDRA
JHA:
SHRI RAMAVATAR SHAS-
TRI:

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that some
portions of the North Eastern Rail-
way between Tilrath and Katihar
stations are going to be transferred
to the North-east Frontier Railway;
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(b) if so, the specific reasons there-
for;

(c) whether it is a fact that the
people of Bihar have vehemently op-
posed this transfer to the North-east
Frontier Railway zone; and

(d) if so, the reaction of Govern-
ment thereto?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(SHRT C. M. POONACHA): (a) and
(b). The divisionalisation scheme of
North Eastern Railway, originally
scheduled for imvlementation from
15th August, 1968 envisageq the trans-
fer of the West Katihar district of
the N-rth Eastern Railway to North-
east Frontier Railway on operational
and administrative grounds. This
schieme has since been held in abey-
ance pending finalisation of an integ-
rated scheme for divisionalisation of
bcth North Eastern and North-east
frontier Railways.

(c) Several representations against
the transfer of the West Katihar dis-
trict of the North Eastern Railway
to the North-east Frontier Railway
under the proposal referred to above
have been received.

(d) The divisionalisation of the two
Railways will have to aim at improv-
ing the quality of service rendered by
the railways, and at securing opera-
tional efficiency and economy, but re-
presentations from the public will re-
ceive due consideration while finalis-
ing the integrated scheme for divi-
sionalisation of North Eastern and
North-east Frontier Railways.

Export Targets

482. SHRI SHIVA CHANDRA
JHA: Will the Minister of COM-
MERCE be pleased to state:

(a) the preseny annual average

growth rate of export;

(b) whether Government have
fixed any targets regarding the annual
growth rate of exports during the
Fourth Plan period;
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(c) if so, what are the targets and
the steps contemplated by Govern-
ment to achieve them; anq

(d) if not, the reasons therefor?

.THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
(SHRI DINESH SINGH): (a) The
average annual rate of growth of ex-
ports from India during the Third
Plan Period was 44 per cent; in
1966-67 there was a fall of 8.8 per
cent in exports which was followed
by a rise of 3.6 per cent in 1967-68.

(b) Export targets for the Fourth
Plan are at present in the process of
formulation,

(c) and (d). Do not arise.

Silk Mills in Bhagalpur

483. SHRI SHIVA CHANDRA
JHA: Will the Minister of COM-
MERCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that India
1s not in a position to manufacture
the machineries needed for setting up
a silk mill in Bhagalpur (Bihar) with
Japanese collaboration;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor;

(c) the specific machinerics to be
imported from Japan for the said
purpose and the indigenous machin-
eries, if any, to be used therein; and

(d) the total amount of foreign ex-
change likely to be spent thereon?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE (SHRI
MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI): (a) Yes,
Sir. :

(b) Demand for spun silk spinning
machinery being limited, indigenous
manufacture of such machinery has
not yet been taken up.

(c) A statement is laid " on the
Table of the House. [Placed in Lib-
rary. See No. LT-1386/68].

(d) Rupees sixty lakhs approxi-
mately.





