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(b) Bulk of the iron ore produced 
is of 65 to 67% Fe content which is 
high grade. 

(c) The entire production is export-
ed. The prices obtained are the same 
as are obtained for similar types and 
grades of ore exported from other 
areas. 

(d) Tungabhadra Dam and Power 
Station are the nearest possible source 
of supply. However, information is 
not available on abundance of Power 
and Water. 

(e) It is difficult to compare the 
two in view of the wide disparity of 
investment and other parameters in-
volved, since the angle involved for 
exporting iron ore is to earn foreign 
exchange whereas setting up of Steel 
Mill would need to be justified on its 
economic viability, domestic and export 
demand etc. 

4498. SHRI BHOGENDRA JHA : 
Will the Minister of STEEL, MINES 
AND METALS be pleased to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that seve-
ral coal mines have been closed due 
to the laying of the Barauni-Haldia 
pipelines; 

(b) if so, the details thereof; 
(c) the total annual production of 

cooking and other varieties of coal 
from those mines and their price at 
the present rate; and 

(d) the estimated coal stock in 
those mines? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF STEEL, MINES AND 
METALS (SHRI RAM SEWAK): (a) 
No such closure has come to the notice 
of Government. 

(b) to (d). Do not arise. 

NATIONAL COAL DEvELoPMENT CORPO-
RATION 

4499. SHRI BHOGENDRA JHA : 
Will the Minister of STEEL, MINES 
AND METALS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that many 
pits in the Giridih group of collieries 

of the National Coal Development 
Corporation are proposed to be closed 
or have already been closed down; 

(b) whether any expert estimate has 
been made of the total stock of coal 
in the various pits proposed to be 
closed; and 

(c) if so, details thereof, if not. 
whether any such estimate is proposed 
to be made? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF STEEL. MINES AND 
METALS (SHRI RAM SEWAK): (a) 
to (c). Some pits in the Giridih group 
of collieries have been closed down 
progressively on account of exhaus-
tion of reserves and the question of 
closure of further pits is under the 
examination of an expert committee 
constituted by the Board of Directors, 
which will go into all aspects of the 
matter including the reserves of coal 
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