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receipt of the application. In the case of 
applications submitted through the District 
authorities who have to verify the particu-
lars given in the application, it takes between 
4 to 6 weeks for the grant of a passport. 

(b) and (c). A total of 865 applications 
are pending in the office of the Regional 
Passport Officer, Delhi for more than three 
months for the following reasons : 

(i) 522 on account of non-receipt of 
required documents from appli-
cants. 

(ii) 220 on account of non-receipt of 
verification reports from the Dis-
trict authorities, and 

(iii) 123 on account of non-receipt of 
confirmation of special certificates 
from certifying officers. 

JOVlI.NAUSIS' VJSlT TO PAN"INAGAlt 

4067. SHRI R. K. SINHA: Will the 
Minister of INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING be pleased to state : 

(a) whether a party of Journalists was 
taken by the Press Infonnation Bureau to 
Pantnagar and other places in the third week 
of July, 1968; 

(b) if so, the number of joumalists and 
ofticials in the party and the total upendi-
tlIre incurred on them; 

(c) whether it is a fact that some of the 
journalists returned in the middle of the 
tour on account of the misbehaviour of the 
~;and . 

(d) if so, whether any enquiry bas been 
ordered into the incident ? 

1HE MINISTER OF INFORMATION 
AND BROADCASTING (SHRl K. K. 
SHAH) : (a) Yes, Sir. Th e Press tour was 
Iponsored and financed by the Indian Coun-
cil of Agricultural Resean:h, with which the 
PIB was associated. 

(b) Fifteen journalists and six ofIiciaIL 
Total expenditure RI. 2,740 -45. 

(c) No, Sir. But some journalists did 
not find it convenient to go round the Pant-
..... AsricuItural Univenity on the evenina 
or July 18 aa was originally scheduled. The 
aw,jority of journalists, however, insisted 
that the lCbedule mould not be chaDpd, 

and they finished their work at Pantnagar 
on the same day. As the P.ress Party was 
scheduled to leave for the Indian Veterinary 
Research Institute, Mukteswar, at 8 a.m. 
the next day, July 19, the first group prefer-
red to stay back on July 19 and cover Pant-
nagar and they were given all facilitiea. 
The rest proceeded to Mukteswar according 
to the scheduled programme. 

(d) Does not arise. 

SiNKIANa-Gn.arr ROAD 

4068. SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA: 
Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
be pleased to refer to the reply given.to 
Unstarred Question No. 604 an the 24th 
July, 1968 and state : 

(a) what is the reply of the Government 
of Pakistan and China to the protests note 
sent to them regarding the construction of 
Sinkiang-Gilgit Road; and 

(b) Government's reaction thereto 1 

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER 
OF ATOMIC ENERGY, MINISTER OF 
PLANNING AND MINISTER OF 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRIMATI 
INDIRA GANDHI) : (a) and (b). No reply 
from China has so far been received. A 
reply from Pakistan was received on August 
2, 1968 and is under the Government's 
consideration. 
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